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E-List 33
- December New Arrivals (Part II) -

Dear Friends & Colleagues,

As promised, the second and final round up of December New Arrivals. In preparation for the
holidays we have included gift-worthy highlights as well as the usual assortment of rare and unusual
material. See you in 2025.

The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

Inscribed and signed to Ellison's chum/not-chum Michael S. Harper

1. Ralph Ellison

Invisible Man [Signed to Poet Professor Michael S. Harper]

New York: Random House, [ca. 1965]. Later printing. Octavo; publisher's boards in pictorial dust
jacket retaining original price ($5.95); 439pp. Jacket chipped with several short tears along edges;
general rubbing and scuffing. Boards show light shelfwear. Binding sound. Professor Brown's
ownership stamp to front free endpaper; interior otherwise (and unfortunately, to our minds) free of
other markings; a Very Good copy. Signed by Ralph Ellison to poet, professor, and intellectual
confidante Michael S. Harper with inscription, "To Michael Harper who has made this here book
much better known. With thanks for his insights, Ralph Ellison."

Harper's Dear John, Dear Coltrane was reviewed in Time  magazine in 1970, the same issue to
feature Ellison's essay "What America Would Be Like Without Blacks," and the two authors shared
a passion for jazz, literature, and interrogating the American experience. In an interview  Harper
clarified that they were not chums, as one did not naturally become chums with Ralph Ellison,
though he knew him well enough to note he was a tremendous dancer, his favorite book was Moby
Dick, and he was angry with Charlie Parker. Clearly they maintained a correspondence, as Harper is
featured in The Selected Letters of Ralph Ellison (Random House, 2019). 

Reference:

[Jerry Jazz Musician: "The Ralph Ellison Project: Poet Michael Harper on Ralph Ellison." Retrieved
online 11/18/2024]

Price: $1500

The author's second play, signed

2. James Baldwin

Blues For Mister Charlie [Signed]

New York: Dial Press, 1964. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's boards in black pictorial dust jacket
by Bernard Brussel-Smith retaining original price ($3.95); 121pp. Dust jacket chipped and creased
along edges and folds with general scuffing. Boards show light shelfwear with fading to edges.
Binding sound. Gift inscription to front free endpaper and ownership stamp to flyleaf and title page,
else interior unmarked. A worn but still very good copy of Baldwin's second play. Signed by
Baldwin on front free endpaper.

BIXBY-BALDWIN A7.b
Price: $1,500

"as-Salaam-alaikum"

3. Sonia Sanchez

It's a New Day (poems for young brothas and sistuhs) [Signed by Sanchez to Michael Harper]

Detroit, MI: Broadside Press, 1971. First Edition, wrapper issue. Octavo; publisher's pictorial staple
bound card wrappers; 29pp; black and white illustrations. Light edgewear to wraps. Binding sound
and pages unmarked; Near Fine. Signed by Sonia Sanchez to poet and professor Michael Harper
with inscription, "to brother Michael Harper — as-Salaam-alaikum, stay Black — Black love, Sister
Sonia 1972." 

Scarce early collection of poems by Sonia Sanchez, an important and influential voice in the Black
Arts Movement. Signed copies of her early work increasingly uncommon in retail. Harper himself
enjoyed a long career teaching English at Brown University and had two collections, Dear John,
Dear Coltrane and Images of Kin nominated for the National Book Award. 

Price: $600

Featuring 155 songs

4. Thoro Harris

Gospel Quintet Songs [wrapper title]

Chicago: Thoro Harris, 1925. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's photo-illustrated wrappers;
unpaginated; printed music,  black and white photographs of C.M.A. Gospel Quintet throughout.
Moderate wear and creasing to wraps. Binding sound. Gift inscription to preliminaries, else
unmarked; a Very Good copy. Features 155 gospel songs, many penned by Harris himself. A later
edition with more material was published in 1932 in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

Price: $75

Her second book, signed

5. Hilary Mantel

Vacant Possession [Signed]

London: Chatto & Windus, [1986]. First Edition. Octavo (22.5 cm); publisher's boards in pictorial
dust jacket retaining original price; 239pp. Shallow dent to bottom edge of rear board, textblock
uniformly toned, else a Very Good to Near Fine copy. Signed and dated 5th Oct. 2009 by the author
on title page.

The late great two-time Booker Prize-winning author's second book, a biting comic social farce
planted firmly in modern-day middle class York, as yet  a far cry from the historical and political
masterpieces that were to come. 

Price: $750

A lovely contribution to the coloring book genre

6. Frances Trego Montgomery; Hugo von Hofsten [illus.]

Billy Whiskers' Paint Book

Chicago: Brewer, Barse & Co., 1909. First Edition. Oblong quarto; publisher's cloth-backed
pictorial paper-covered boards;  [61]pp; color illustrations facing black and white replicas. Light
wear to edges with some exposure; general soiling. Toning to endpapers; several illustrations
colored in by a contemporary juvenile owner as was intended. Overall a Very Good and sound copy.
Scarce in retail and institutionally, with only one holding found, at Brigham Young University, as of
October, 2024.
 

Price: $350

Preceding the Armed Services Editions

7. Herbert Read [ed.]

The Knapsack: A Pocket-book of Prose and Verse

London: George Routledge & Sons, [1939]. First Edition. 12mo (16.5 cm); publisher's brown cloth,
upper cover stamped in yellow, with wrap-around flap and snap-on button reminiscent of a soldier's
knapsack; x,622pp. Light wear, brief soil at spine crown, rust-spot to rear free endpaper from
exposure to button, else a Very Good, clean and sound example.

Pocket-sized anthology in sturdy limp cloth that could easily slip into the pocket of an active duty-
soldier in the early days of the Second World War. "During the last war, as a soldier in active
service, I was very conscious of the need for a book which I could carry about with me as part of my
kit" (from the editor's preface). The United States Army also faced such a conundrum when they
entered the War three years later, which led to the introduction of the Armed Services Editions.

Price: $350

A high spot in the Gellert oeuvre

8. Karl Marx; Hugo Gellert [lithographs]

Karl Marx 'Capital' in Lithographs

New York: Ray Long & Richard R. Smith, 1934. First Trade Edition, this copy with plain
endpapers. Large octavo; publisher's printed burlap cloth;  60 numbered verso pages of text — a
"condensation" of the text — with Gellert's black and white lithographic interpretations to facing
rectos.  A chip and some fraying to tail of spine with splitting at top and bottom of front joint; toning
to edges. Binding sound. Very Good overall.

Hugo Gellert was a Hungarian-American illustrator, muralist, and committed radical,
providing illustrations for Elore, The Liberator, The New Masses, and The New Yorker, though his
interpretation of Capital remains a high point of his creative expression as well as early 20th-
century political radicalism. 

Provenance:  Ownership inscription of Dr. G.H. Borisow to front free endpaper dated 1934.
According to contemporary newspaper accounts Dr. Borisow spearheaded the campaign in the U.S.
to supply tractors for Jewish farmers in Russia. 

Price: $650

Everything your Cold War operative needs to know

9. USAREUR; United States Army; Intelligence & Military Police School

Intelligence & Military Police School: Command and Staff Soviet Orientation Course

Oberammergau, Germany: Intelligence and Military Police School, 1954. Quarto; stiff illustrated
covers with hundreds of pages of reports bound in. Includes charts and graphs of Soviet
governmental and military organization. Additional monographs laid in include Armed Forces Talk's
four-part Communism Series and three issues of the U.S. Constabulary School's Department of
Geopolitics series, covering German History up to the rise of the Nazi Party, the United Nations, and
International Relations. Staining to rear cover; pages toned but largely unmarked; a Very Good copy.

Binder prepared by the United States Army for training Cold War-era officers and staff on USSR
history, ideology, and military capabilities. The trove of documents here covers nearly everything an
early Cold War American military or intelligence officer would need to know at the time: a history
of Marxist ideology and its development in the 19th-century; details on the physical geography of
the USSR; an ethnography of Central Asia detailing the Turkomen, Kazakhs, and Tatars; as well as
extended analyses on who the power players in the Communist Party were and what the capabilities
of their rifle and artillery division might be. 

Logistics, psychological warfare, and the role of Communism in the Middle East are also covered,
with detailed but succinct chapters on each. An impressive array of information highlighting the
early Cold War Western perspective. No copies in retail and three holdings found in OCLC at the
US Army War College, Georgetown University, and the University of Iowa. 

Price: $500

With engraved title page by Rubens

10. [Plantin Press] Agostino Mascardi; Peter Paul Rubens [engraving]

Augustini Mascardi Silvarum Libri IV. Ad Alexandrum Principem Estensem S.R.E. Cardinalem
[Inscribed by Mascardi]

Antverpiae [Antwerp]: Ex Officina Plantiniana, 1622. First Edition. Quarto (24 cm); full
contemporary parchment, manuscript spine titling; [16],202,[4]pp  (collated complete); engraved
title page signed in image "Pet. Paul. Rubenius pinxit," woodcut initials throughout. Ex-Vatican
Library with their 19th-century shelf labels and deaccessioned rubberstamps throughout, leather ties
perished, textblock a bit browned, hinges very slightly starting, though when held to the light sheet
music wastepaper is pleasingly visible; a Very Good copy overall.

Inscribed "Ex Dono Authoris" along bottom margin of title page to the Society of Jesus, with the
manuscript ownership inscription of the "Coll. Rom. Soc. Jesu" at head of title page. At the time of
publication the author Agostino MascardI (1590-1640) was "one of the most important intellectuals
at the court of Urban VIII" (Bertram, p. 184). Having been expelled from the Society of Jesus seven
years earlier, Mascardi had found patronage with the d'Esme and Barberini families who footed the
bill for this edition of his poetry sumptuously (and expensively) adorned with a title page by
Rubens. Whether the inscription from the author to the Society was a jab or an olive branch is left to
be uncovered.

GRAESSE IV, p. 436; see also Gitta Bertram's Peter Paul Rubens as a Designer of Title-Pages.
Price: $1500

Exceptionally scarce account of the trial of the Archbishop of Canterbury

11. William Prynne; Wenceslaus Hollar [frontis.]

Hidden Workes of Darkenes Brought to Publike Light, or A necessary introduction to the history of
the Archbishop of Canterburies' Triall. Discovering the World of severall secret dangerous plots,
practices, proceedings of the Pope and his Confederates, both at home and in forraigne parts...

London: Printed by Thomas Brudenell for Michael Sparke senior, dwelling in Green-Arbour in the
Old-bailey, at the signe of the blew Bible, 1645. Small folio (27 cm); modern parchment over
decorative gilt paper-covered boards, black gilt spine label, all edges stained red, housed in paper-
covered slipcase; [8],255,[9]pp  (collated complete); engraved frontispiece by Wenceslaus Hollar,
title page printed within decorative border, decorative initials, head- and tail-pieces throughout.
Textblock uniformly toned and a bit musty and dust-soiled, else a Very Good copy in a fine new,
albeit anachronistic, binding. Contemporary ownership signature of an Eliz[abeth] Exeter at head of
title page.

Exceptionally scarce account of the trial of William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, who was
hanged for treason on January 10, 1645, following a trial that has been deemed a gross miscarriage
of justice. The author William Prynne (1600-1669) was a prolific pamphleteer and lawyer at
Lincolns Inn who was present at the trial. His account is adorned by a splendid engraving by the
Bohemian artist Wenceslaus Hollar (1607-1677) depicting the trial with a detailed explanatory
caption below--even the wall hangings get a mention.

ESTC R007996; WING P3973
Price: $1800

Susan Morley's copy from her affectionate father

12. Thomas Sternhold, John Hopkins, et al

The Whole Book of Psalms, Collected into English Metre

London: William Pearson, for the Company of Stationers, 1713. Octavo (20 cm); full contemporary
black gilt-tooled morocco, spine in six compartments, preserving both steel clasps, all edges gilt,
marbled endpapers; [304]pp. A few faint surface scratches to leather, spine gilt a bit dulled, else a
wonderfully preserved copy in Very Good or better condition.

Front front flyleaf verso adorned with four ownership inscriptions: "For my Daughter Susan Morley
[?] the Gift of Her Affectionate Father / Octr. 22, 1720"; D. Harvey (undated); "Bridges (?) Harvey's
from his Mother / 1812"; and Charles H. Vickermore, 1877. 

OCLC locates one copy of this edition as of December, 2024, at the National Library of Wales
(described as having [350]pp, possibly in error). 

Price: $950

Apropos of that 1898 Yale-Harvard football game...

13. Robert E. Speer

A Frank Talk about Gambling and Betting

New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, Publishers of Evangelical Literature, 1899. First Edition.
12mo; publisher's printed wrappers; 39pp plus advertisement. Mild soiling to edges. Binding sound
and pages unmarked; Very Good or better.

Scarce discourse on the perils of gambling inspired by a spate of betting centering around Yale
football games the year prior: "An enlargement of a talk to boys on Sunday, November 20, 1898.
The Yale-Harvard football game had been played at New Haven on the day preceding and the Yale-
Princeton game at Princeton on Saturday, November 12." No copies in retail and four holdings
located in OCLC, at San Francisco State's Sutro Library, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
and at both Princeton University and Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Price: $150

Undercover with the Chicago Outlaws

14. Rock Conte

Outlaws Forever [Inscribed and Signed]

New York: Vantage Press, [1969]. First Edition. Octavo (20.5 cm); publisher's boards in white
pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($4.50); 214pp. Shallow chipping along jacket margins,
the whole a bit dust-soiled and toned, boards lightly scuffed, else a Very Good, internally clean and
sound copy overall. 

Lengthily inscribed and signed by the author at a slightly later date (1975) on front free endpaper:
"To Rob & Sue: I feel like 'John Howard Griffin,' author of 'Black Like Me'...There is always
another side to the story..." 

Self-published account of Chicago-based electronic technician Rock Conte's foray into the Outlaws
Motorcycle Club, one of the largest motorcycle crime syndicates in the country. Conte was
enormously influenced by Griffin's undercover work which culminated in the best-selling Black
Like Me  —  not only does he cite it in his inscription, even the jacket blurb refers to it. Outlaws
Forever did not have the same succès fou, though it does include short sketches of several members
of the club and the initiation process, while the meat of the story describes a jaunt from Chicago to
Daytona. 

Price: $750

Youthful portrait of Buffalo Bill's partner

15. [Pawnee Bill] Swords Bro's

Original Cabinet Card of Pawnee Bill

York, PA: Swords Bro's, [ca. 1880s]. Original cabinet photograph (14 x 10 cm) affixed to studio's
captioned card mount (16.5 x 11 cm); photograph also captioned "Pawnee Bill" in image. Two small
shallow chips to left-hand margin of image, trivial spotting, else a Very Good or better example.

Youthful portrait of the American Wild West showman Gordon William Lillie, a.k.a. Pawnee Bill
(1860-1942), an accomplished performer in his own right whose fame grew substantially after his
short-lived partnership with William "Buffalo Bill" Cody.

Price: $450

Featuring an imaginary Capitol dome

16. [Abraham Lincoln] Augustus Feusier

Presidents of the United States

[Philadelphia]: F. Bouclet, 1861. Original color lithograph (68 x 54 cm). Mounted to matte backing;
marginal tears and soiling; rubbing and a few scrapes around title; colors remain bright; a Very
Good copy.

This large, vibrant lithograph was issued to commemorate Lincoln's first inauguration, depicting the
first sixteen Presidents, with George Washington at top, a beardless Abraham Lincoln at the bottom.
Columbia in the center stands before the Capitol holding a shield and staff with a liberty cap. The
Capitol Dome sits in the background and is depicted as the artist anticipated it would look — the
structure was not completed until late 1863. A handsome and uncommon print, scarce in retail and
auction records, with only two holdings found in OCLC, at the Library of Congress and the
Mankato Area Public School District in Minnesota. 

Price: $2500

"The peacock had to die"

17. [Murder Broadside] 

The Murdered Peacock

[Haverhill, MA]: s.i., [ca. 1869]. Printed broadside (30.25 x 15 cm). Peacock murder ballad in two
parts with 37 stanzas printed in two columns within  ornamental border. Edgewear, creasing, and
soiling; a few pricks along folds; tear to lower third at center, still Very Good.

A public censure of Phineas Howe for the murder of neighbor Cyrus A. Pattee's peacock, with the
chorus, "I heard the Peacock, I heard the Peacock cry, Way down in old Phin's barn, That Peacock
had to die." Part I is devoted to exposition of Howe's deed with a plea to Mrs. Phin to repent. Part II
returns to the crime for a dramatic retelling, complete with the Peacock's lofty reply to Howe's
barbarous intention, "If then on blood you are intent, Why take my life — it's been well spent. But
know that through the church you slip, You'll feel at last the devil's grip." 

Further accusations are made against Howe for stealing a neighbor's hay and for the uncouth use of
a neighbor's wall. A devastating and scarce survival with no copies in retail and OCLC showing
three holdings only for a larger format (43 x 21 cm). Not in McDade, though perhaps animal murder
doesn't qualify.
 

Price: $450

congestion of the heart

18. [Indiana - Abrupt Deaths]

Memento Mori. On the 24th day of September, 1855, Mrs. Juliett Webster, Consort of Chester
Harris, of Hartford, Washington County, New York, after a brief illness of five hours [Caption title]

Indianapolis, IN?: 1855. Original bifolium printed on front panel only. Caption and text within an
ornamental border. Light soiling; horizontal fold; overall Very Good. 

Begins, "In company with her husband, she came to Indianapolis, early in the autumn, and remained
for several weeks. From hence she went to visit her daughter (Mrs. Lucy Ward, consort of S.L.
Ward, Esq.) in Elgin, Ill." There "she was fiercely attacked with congestion of the heart" and died
before she could be reunited with her husband. Text closes with two stanzas of verse. Not in OCLC. 

Price: $200

Jilted over a mare

19. Solomon Howe [printer]

The Gray Mare. Or Johnny, the Miller, and Beautiful Kate

Enfield, MA: S. Howe, [1838]. Printed broadsheet with verse printed in two columns with woodcut
at title. Edgewear and spotting; minor creasing; Very Good. 

Humorous verse about a young man who lost a bride when he would not marry her without
receiving a mare as well. Replied Kate, "And I'm sure that a woman must meet her last prayer, / To
marry a man who once courted a mare!" Publication date from the 1950 Proceedings of the
American Antiquarian Society. No copies in retail at time of this writing. 

Price: $150

Adapted for Target Practice in the Parlor

21. John Wilkinson

The Complete Polisher's Outfit! / Designs for Clocks and Thermometers [Drop titles]
 
Chicago: John Wilkinson, n.d., [ca. 1880s]. First Edition. Pictorial broadsheet advertising flyer (27.5
x 13.5 cm). Some faint soiling and wear from handling including old mail folds and one small
closed tear slightly touching text, else a Very Good example.

Advertising hand flyer issued by the short-lived Chicago-based importer and dealer John Wilkinson,
whose goods range not just from cuckoo clocks and scroll saw goods, but also polish, fine French
screws, and Graves' patent cross gun "Adapted for Target Practice in the Parlor." A beautifully
dressed woman aiming her bow and arrow adorns the segment of this busy flyer that promotes a
"catalogue of archery goods to be ready March 1st. Strictly First-Class Goods."

Not separately catalogued in OCLC as of October, 2024. Date of publication based on the few
newspaper advertisements we could locate for Wilkinson's goods, all of which were placed in the
1880s. 

Price: $75

No easy task

21. [Utah] H.G. DeWitt; M.T. Lamb

Baptist Work in Utah [wrapper title]

N.p.: s.i., [ca. 1885]. First Edition. Octavo bifolium;  [4]pp. Signed in type at conclusion by H.G.
DeWitt, Pastor, and M.T. Lamb, Assistant. A bit creased and dust-soiled, else a Very Good copy. 

Brief sketch of non-Mormon Christian churches in Utah, beginning with the establishment of the
Episcopalian Church in 1867, followed by the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregationalist,
providing statistics and brief histories of each. The leaflet notes the arrival of several new ministers
to Utah and Eagle Rock, Idaho, before showing particular satisfaction at the defection of a "ruling
Elder in the Presbyterian church here, redeemed three years ago from Mormonism." The author
continues, "He speaks and writes Danish, Swedish, German and English languages, has drank
Mormonism to its bitter dregs, and hence is qualified to do a work for Christ here such as few could
do." Apparently unrecorded with no copies found in retail or OCLC. 

Price: $450

Compelling portrait of a community of women grappling with alcohol abuse

22. Corra Lynn

Durham Village; A Temperance Tale

Boston: Published by John P. Jewett & Company, 1854. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's brown
blind-embossed cloth, gilt-lettered spine. pale yellow endpapers;  174pp. Rubbing to edges, brief
split to base of front joint, corners bumped. Binding sound; mild spotting to interior, else unmarked
and legible throughout; a Very Good or better copy. 

In the chapter, "A Women's 'Sphere'," six women discuss the merits and pitfalls of marrying a man
who drinks, and the passage illuminates the motivations of 19th-century temperance
reformers..."there will be hours when she who is his wife will feel his weakness; there will be hours
when the hand which should be strong for labor will shake like a palsied frame; there will be hours
when a suffering mother will hide the child from hearing threats and oaths which he will never be
conscious of using, and which, in his sober moments, he would scorn to hear repeated." 

Neither this title, nor Lynn's other recorded work, Fast Life; or, The City and the Farm, available in
retail at the time of this writing. 

WRIGHT II 1596
Price: $450

A popular romance author takes on the shipwreck yarn

23. Fadette [pseud. Marian Calhoun Legare Reeves]

Sea Drift

Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger, 1869. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's green
pebble-grained cloth, gilt-lettered spine; 205pp; frontispiece with tissue guard; engraved half title.
Boards edgeworn with brief exposure to extremities; chipped at crown. Slight lean to binding,
otherwise sound; interior unmarked; a Very Good copy.

Fadette was the pen name of Marian C.L. Reeves, a Delaware-born writer known for her "Bleak
romances," (The Broadkill Review). Sea Drift is more in the adventure vein, following the trials of a
group shipwrecked off the coast of Brazil. No copies in retail at time of this writing. 

WRIGHT II 2009
Price: $450

Scarce Nashville imprint

24. Samuel D. Baldwin

Life of Mrs. Sarah Norton; an Illustration of Practical Piety

Nashville, TN: Published by J.B. M'Ferrin, Agent, 1858. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's dark
brown blind-embossed cloth, gilt-lettered spine;  187pp+[2]  (publisher's advertisements);
frontispiece. Boards nicked at spine ends; corners bumped with brief exposure; spotting to front.
Binding sound. Endpapers dust soiled; slightly later gift inscription in pencil to front free endpaper;
significant loss to rear flyleaf; occasional spotting and toning; else a Very Good copy.

Scarce biography of Sarah Norton, revered here and in contemporary news accounts from her
Lexington home for her piety and charity, a contemporary newspaper proclaiming, "She was
probably more extensively and favorably known than any lady in Kentucky. Her wealth and position
in society enabled her to do a vast amount of good to the distressed and suffering, and a liberal hand
responded, in her case, to the promptings of a noble heart." (Louisville Daily Courier, Tuesday, July
29th, 1856). No copies in retail or found in auction records as of November 2024.

Price: $500

What has told him?
What may tell one's?
What will to tell that?

 

25. Pedro Carolino; Mark Twain [pseud. Samuel Clemens] [intro.]

The New Guide of the Conversation in Portuguese and English in Two Parts

Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, 1883. First American Edition, wrapper issue. 12mo;
publisher's coral printed wrappers; 182pp. A touch of creasing and curling to corners. Binding
sound. Faint spotting to endpapers, else unmarked; a remarkably well-preserved, Near Fine copy. 

Commonly known under the title, English as She Is Spoke, Carolino's inaccurate and unidiomatic
translations are now widely considered an inadvertent comic masterpiece. In his introduction Twain
remarks, "nobody can add to the absurdity of this book, nobody can imitate it successfully, nobody
can hope to produce its fellow; it is perfect, it must and will stand alone; its immortality is secure."
Wrapper issue rather scarce and certainly rare in this condition.

BAL 3412
Price: $1250

Includes the earliest published appearance of the prologue "Boy's
Manuscript"

26. Mark Twain [pseud. Samuel L. Clemens]; Bernard DeVoto [ed.  & intro.]; Thomas Hart
Benton [illus.]

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer [Limited Edition, Signed by Benton]

Cambridge: Printed for the Members of The Limited Editions Club at the University Press, 1939.
First Thus, Limited to 1500 copies of which this is no. 455. Two volumes; octavos; publisher's full
blue denim, printed paper spine label, top edge stained yellow; housed in publisher's slipcase; xxx,
[2],340pp; two-toned illus. throughout, many full-paged. Lacks newsletter. A touch of smudging and
creasing to spine label. Binding sound and pages unmarked. Slipcase remarkably well-preserved
with light wear and brief exposure to edge, else sturdy and structurally sound. A Near Fine copy in a
Very Good or better slipcase, which is usually  lacking or damaged. First edition to include the
prologue "Boy's Manuscript." Signed by Thomas Hart Benton at colophon in rear of Vol. II.

Price: $900

dash-dash aig-suckin' etc

27. Mark Twain; Thomas Hart Benton [illus.]; Edward Wagenknecht [intro.]; Willis Wager
[ed.]

Life on the Mississippi [Limited Edition, Signed by Thomas Hart Benton]

New York: The Limited Editions Club, 1944. Limited Edition of 1200 copies of which this is no.
670. Large octavo; publisher's morocco-backed pictorial boards in original glassine dust jacket and
slipcase;  418pp;  illus.  throughout by Benton, many in full color.  Glassine wrapper chipped but
intact. Boards show light shelfwear. Binding sound and pages unmarked. Slipcase worn along edges
but structurally sound; title label chipped and barely legible; soiling to edges and spotting to interior.
Overall a Very Good copy; scarce with slipcase and wrapper. Signed by Benton on colophon in rear.
 

Price: $750

Unusually well-preserved copy

28. John Steinbeck; Thomas Hart Benton [illus.]; John Henry Jackson [intro.]

The Grapes of Wrath [Limited Edition, Signed by Benton]

New York: The Limited Editions Club, 1940. First Thus, Limited to 1146 copies of which this is no.
356. Two volumes; quartos; original rawhide over grass cloth with inlaid illustrations to front and
rear; edges stained light yellow; lithographic endpapers; housed in publisher's slipcase; color illus.
throughout. Publisher's newsletter The Inside Story  laid in; two copies of publisher's "About the
Binding of this book" sheet also laid in. Boards show a touch of edgewear with mild rubbing and
white discoloration to spine. Slipcase remarkably well preserved with just some wear and exposure
to open edge, else sturdy and structurally sound. A Very Good or better set of a handsome and scarce
production. Signed by Benton on colophon at rear of Vol. II.

Price: $900

Marks the end of WWI-era choco-scarcity

29. Samoset's Chocolates

Two Calligraphic Display Cards for Samoset's Chocolates

N.p.: [ca. 1920s?]. Two small calligraphic display cards (8.5 x 20.5 cm) done in white ink over
black stock. Fine condition.

Both cards read "We Feature Samoset's Famous Chocolates both in bulk and packages." One card is
signed Hebert Knaack, the other Frank Fergus, though we have been unable to ascertain their
whereabouts. Most likely produced in the 1920s when, after years of war and scarcity, Samoset's
Chocolates had a resurgence. These cards quite elegantly done, even featuring the trademark arrow
through the "S" in "Samoset."

Price: $75

Rare cheat sheet for this embossed alphabet predating the standardization of
Braille

30. [Printing for the Blind]

[Drop title] New York Point Alphabet

N.p.: [ca. 1900]. Broadside (17 x 27.5 cm) printed using the embossed New York point system as
well as embossed Roman lettering. Right-hand margin a bit curled with small closed tear not
approaching text, light dust-soil, else a Very Good example overall. 

Uncommon alphabet sample sheet for the embossed New York point system, an alphabet similar to
Braille invented in the 1870s by William Bell Wait (1839-1916). As well as letters and numbers, the
system also included point signs for common words ("the," "and," "of," etc.) and common letter
pairings ("ing," "ch," "ou," etc.). 

Two copies separately catalogued in OCLC as of December, 2024, at the British Library and
Princeton.

Price: $125

Palm cards not exactly printed with the blind in mind

31. Library of Congress

Two Cards from the Library of Congress Room for the Blind

Washington, DC: Library of Congress, [ca. 1920]. Two palm cards (request card: 8 x 13 cm;
registration card: 7.5 x 12.5 cm); registration card printed on recto only, request card printed on
recto and verso. Just About Fine. Date of publication based on the registration card, which provides
the date to be filled in "192-."

Two small palm cards issued by the Library of Congress Room for the Blind as part of a mail order
circulation system. Both are printed in Roman type, which would require the person filling out the
registration card and the request form to have their sight or dictate to someone with unimpaired
vision. The request form provides six lines for title requests as well as four lines for works being
returned "to-day by mail."

The registration card was evidently a point of last resort, opening with the plight that "I am not able
to obtain the books I desire from the libraries referred to." Alphabets available include Revised,
English, and American Braille, New York Point, and Moon type. The registrant is ironically asked to
cross out any types they are unable to read.

Price: $75

None separately catalogued in OCLC

32. [Music for the Blind]

Collection of Three Catalogs of Braille Music

V.p.: v.i., 1916-1922. Three volumes; octavos (23 cm); all bound in publisher's gray staple-bound
card wrappers. Light wear from handling, else a Very Good or better collection. Text printed in
Roman lettering, not embossed type. Contents include:

1. Circulating Music Library of Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind. Catalog
of Braille Music. Watertown: 1916. 40pp.

2. Illinois School for the Blind. 1918 Catalog of Music Printed in the American Braille
Notation. Jacksonville, IL: 1918. 40pp.

3. Circulating Music Library of Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind. Catalog
of Braille Music. Watertown: 1922. 

No copies separately catalogued in OCLC as of December, 2024, though we find a 1911 edition of
the Perkins Institution music catalog at U. Illinois.

Price: $300

Compelling documentation of books available to the blind

33. Perkins Institute and Massachusetts School for the Blind

Circulating Library of Perkins Institute and Massachusetts School for the Blind, Watertown,
Massachusetts: Catalog of Embossed Books

Boston: Press of Geo. H. Ellis Co., 1916. First Edition. Octavo (23.5 cm); publisher's gray
staplebound card wrappers printed in red and black; 48pp. Light uneven toning to wrappers, else
Near Fine. 

Rare circulating library catalog divided by embossed alphabets: Line Type, Braille, and New York
Point. Though the library was strongest in juvenile literature printed in Braille, there are also works
on poultry management, crocheting, and even a couple of works in embossed Esperanto. 

OCLC locates one physical copy as of November, 2024, at Columbia.
Price: $150
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