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E-List 27
- RBMS Showcase Preview -

Dear friends and colleagues,

Please find below a selection of freshly-cataloged items that will accompany us to the RBMS
Conference in Costa Mesa, California. For those of you in attendance, please swing by Booth 3 at
the Hilton Orange County Catalina Ballroom June 25 from 5 to 7 and again on June 26 from 9:30 to
4:30. We look forward to seeing you there!
 

All the best,

The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

Striking early American publisher's block-print wrappers

1. Isaac Watts

Divine and Moral Songs, for Children

Cambridge, MA: W. Hilliard, 1804. Second Cambridge Edition. Slim 12mo (15.5cm.); publisher's
block printed wrappers; iv,[5],36pp. A few brief spots of discoloration to wrappers, short split at
spine crown, else a Very Good, fresh and sound copy.

Oft-reprinted collection of hymns by the English Congregationalist minister Isaac Watts (1674-
1748), bound in the publisher's vibrant block printed wrappers of sea glass green and red.

SHAW & SHOEMAKER 7707; WELCH 1406.20 (in variant binding)
Price: $450

Snail shelled

2. Samuel Wood [printer]

Little Poems for Little Readers

New York: S. Wood and Son, 261 Pearl-street, ca. 1817. 16mo (10.5cm.); publisher's block printed
card wrappers; 28pp.; adorned with twelve woodcut illus. in text. Tiny abrasion affecting upper
wrapper, textblock lightly foxed, lovely later gift inscription on p. [2] dated Brooklyn, December 31,
1843, to Levi William Richardson. A Very Good or better, fresh and sound copy. Date of publication
based on publisher whose address moved to 261 Pearl Street sometime around 1817.

Splendid example of an oft-reprinted collection of poems for children, including the hymn "Our
Father, Who Art in Heaven" and the English author Ann Taylor's poem "The Violet." Bound in the
publisher's striking block print wrappers depicting a repeating snail shell motif in purple in blue
over a mustard yellow background stippled with blue.

SHAW & SHOEMAKER 31943; see WELCH 441 for other states
Price: $350

Patent applied for

3. D. Lothrop [publisher]

Homesick Dick and Other Stories

Boston: D. Lothrop & Company, ca. 1880. Small square 16mo (11.5cm.); publisher's color printed
cloth; [83]-96pp.; mounted chromolithographed frontispiece, eight illus. in text. Boards a bit rubbed
with brief exposure at corners and spine ends, pastedowns chipped and textblock a bit finger-soiled
and rather shaken in text, contemporary pencil ownership signature of a Dickie Hertz and
bookseller's pressure stamp to front free endpaper, else a Very Good, still quite vibrant copy.

Possibly unrecorded toy book forming part of the author's Wee Stories series for boys and girls ("A
Picture on every Leaf, Patent Applied For" - rear cover advertisement). OCLC locates four
separately catalogued copies as of June, 2024, though all with pagination varying from this
example.

Price: $150

One of just four books published by the Church of Deseret

4. [Deseret Alphabet] [Brigham Young] [George D. Watt]

The Deseret First Book [First Deseret Alphabet Primer]

[Salt Lake City?]: Deseret University, 1868. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's brown cloth-backed
pictorial boards; 36,[2]pp.; vignettes throughout; text almost entirely in Deseret language. Boards
rather worn with exposure to edges and general scuffing and rubbing, spine partially perished.
Binding sound. Spotting to interior but text legible throughout; Good to Very Good.

Scarce first alphabet primer of the Deseret language, which was promoted heavily by Brigham
Young and the Latter Day Saints Church in the 1850s and 60s. This primer was one of four books
printed by the Church in Deseret before it eventually fell out of favor.  

Price: $300

Enhanced with flight logs and original photographs

5. [Ballooning] C.H. Roth; Arthur T. Lewell; P.L. Teed

A Short Course on the Theory and Operation of the Free Balloon [includes] Aircraft Technical Note
No. 21: The Lift of Hydrogen

Akron, OH: The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, 1917-18. First Edition. Quarto; publisher's
black cloth boards stamped in gilt, marbled endpapers; 68pp. with 13 pp. typescript (printed on
rectos only) "The Life of Hydrogen," which appears unrecorded; seven log sheets accomplished in
manuscript, including data on weight, wind speed, barometric pressure, volume and quality of gas,
flight duration, as well as a couple brief narrative descriptions of the flights; 16pp. of figures
predominantly of balloons printed on blueprint paper; 2 sheets of black and white photographs
displaying various aspects of balloon handling. Boards roughly worn and scuffed with brief
exposure and some fraying. Binding holding. Ownership inscriptions 1918 and 1951 to title; brief
marginalia and notes to interior; Good to Very Good.

An intriguing and detailed glimpse into the WWI-era balloon handling and training, following Good
Year's founding in Akron in 1898 and preceding their work on dirigibles with Zeppelin in the mid
1920s. OCLC notes a 2nd edition appearing the same year, and this earlier copy enriched with flight
logs, photographs, and the addition of Teed's work on hydrogen.

Price: $400

Small but rich cache of ephemera from the pioneering studio of male physical culture

6. Athletic Model Guild (AMG); Bob Mizer

Sales and Marketing Ephemera from the Athletic Model Guild including Bulletin and Order Forms

Los Angeles, CA: Athletic Model Guild (AMG), [ca. 1954]. Single sheet Bulletin 46 from
September 1, 1954; three single-sheet order forms; typed letter from a customer with order details;
clipped signature and index card; bulletin supplement detailing AMG's new "nickel" and "dime"
plans, along with highlights of upcoming albums, usually featuring certain models; a wrestling
album is also mentioned. Rubbing to edges and minor nicks; mail folds to all; overall Very Good.

A detail-rich cache of material from Bob Mizer's pioneering photo studio of male physical culture.
Consistent with the times, there is no explicit reference to homosexuality or homoeroticism, though
in the bulletin supplement a section entitled "Regarding Nudes" explains: "The [Post Office's] latest
outrageous infringement on citizen's rights has been to open and confiscate and allegedly destroy
even physique photos in g-strings as well as to intimidate us by asking S&H and Iron Man to
withdraw our advertising. The eventual aim of these prudes is to eventually outlaw even the
physique magazines themselves. The confiscation can only occur on parcel post mail so we will use
only first class mailing for all photos. We do not have and do not expect to have nudes for sale."

Though the Bob Mizer Foundation in Los Angeles contains a very large archive of material that is
still being cataloged, we were only able to locate a few later issues of the bulletin at Texas A&M.

Price: $450

Premier artificial limb manufacturer

7. [Trade Catalogs] [Artificial Limbs] A. A. Marks

Nature and Art

New York: A.A. Marks, [ca. 1914]. Octavo; publisher's green pictorial wrappers; 32pp.; profusely
illustrated. Faint old dampstain to rear wrap and final leaf, wrappers almost uniformly toned to tan,
else Very Good, internally clean and sound.

A detailed promotional catalog from the premier artificial limb manufacturer. Originally founded in
1853 by Amasa A. Marks, the company gained recognition as the need for its products grew in the
aftermath of the Civil War and through the explosion of the industrial age and its accompanying
brutality, on up to World War I. Accompanied by numerous illustrated "testimonials" from Brazil,
Mexico, and the States which feature an aeronaut, a dance instructor, and laborers toiling at the
Panama Canal—due to the climate and moisture, amputations were apparently common. Includes a
detailed cutaway of the Marks Manufactory at rear. Scarce.

Price: $250

Perfect

8. [Trade Catalogs] [Firefighting] The Cory-Patterson Mfg. Co.

The Browder Life-Saving Net: A Wonderful Invention

Greenfield, OH: The Cory-Patterson Mfg. Co., ca. 1910. First Edition. Oblong octavo; publisher's
pictorial staplebound wrappers; 30 pp.; photographs and illustrations throughout. Touch of rubbing
and creasing to wraps; binding sound; interior unmarked; overall Very Good.

Single-item trade catalog promoting "the only perfect Life-Saving canvas or Net in the world."
Includes news stories on the lives saved by the net, details on its construction and use, and
numerous testimonials from firefighters across the country, accompanied by numerous photographs
of the net in action. Scarce in retail and only one copy found in OCLC.

Price: $250

Beware an unhealthy appetite

9. Cyrus F. Rex

[Manuscript Essay] On Food

New York? 1837. Original manuscript essay written on recto of single sheet (34.5x18cm.), verso
postally addressed to the Revd. Mr. George of Broadway, New York, though the essay is itself
addressed to a Revd. Mr. Earnest. Faint mail folds, extremities very lightly worn with tiny loss at
bottom right-hand corner not quite touching text, else a Very Good example overall.
 
Composition essay simply titled "On Food" by an adolescent pupil (we find records for a Cyrus Rex
b. 1822). "We ought to partake of food only when we have a natural appetite for it, and this ought to
be plain and simply cooked. An unnatural appetite for food is produced by partaking of a great
variety of food and that which is richly cooked."Among the foods Rex finds acceptable: day-old
bread, potatoes, milk, and chocolate, which is "both wholesome and nourishing."

On the subject of wine and spirits the student is also an unapologetic ascetic, though "Beer, ale, and
porter may be drunk occasionally without producing injury." At the conclusion of his screed on the
injurious effects of distilled spirits, Rex signs off "No more at present." For his efforts he was given
good marks: written at the bottom of the leaf, in another hand (presumably the reverend's), "very
good - By exercise and care, you will soon write well."

Price: $450

Puppy-stunting

10. [Animal Abuse] Abby

Autograph Letter Signed Abby to her cousin Martha Kuhn

Amesbury, MA: March 30th, 1840. Autograph letter, signed on front panel only of single folded leaf
(25.5x20.5cm. when folded), postally used on rear panel, small remnant of red wax seal to fore-
edge. Old fold lines, a few small soil spots, else Very Good and fresh.

Short but informative juvenile missive from Abby (last name also Kuhn?) to her cousin Martha
Kuhn in Boston. Abby asks after the baby and expresses envy at Martha going to dance lessons. She
also briefly touches upon statesman Daniel Webster, who in 1840 was actively campaigning for
William Henry Harrison, "I suppose those Pheasants presented by Daniel Webster were very pretty."

Most notably, however, is the description of Abby's neighbor's puppy, "They have stunted it so it
will not grow any more; perhaps you do not understand the process of stunting; they put rum into
milk and it gets the Dog tipsy and prevents him from growing." The letter concludes with Abby
thanking her cousin for a gift of Nuts, and reciprocates with parched corn.

Price: $150

Clambakes: The birth of the modern presidential campaign

11. [Presidential Campaigns] [William Henry Harrison]

Sheet of Three Tickets to 1840 Clambake for the William Henry Harrison Presidential Campaign

[Rhode Island]: 1840. Three tickets on single sheet for July 4, 1840, "Clam Bake" promoting the
William Henry Harrison Presidential Campaign. Printed recto only; campaign official signature to
each. Vertical crease; general spotting; light rubbing to edges; overall Very Good.

The 1840 Presidential Election was notable for its use of slogans ("Tippecanoe and Tyler Too") and
the use of the log cabin and cider as advertising campaign tools. Harrison also held a number of
campaign events and the size of the crowds they attracted were unprecedented. This July 4th
Clambake in Rhode Island was no exception, attracting 10,000 people according to some
contemporary reports, and helping swing the state to Harrison, who had lost it to Van Buren in 1836.
No copies in retail and not separately cataloged in OCLC; a rare survival.

Price: $500

Unrecorded in OCLC

12. [Political Campaigns] [Benjamin Harrison] The Echo Music Co. Publishers

Republican Campaign Songs

LaFayette, Indiana: The Echo Music Co. Publishers, 1888. First Edition. Oblong octavo; publisher's
printed wraps; unpaginated; sheet music throughout; publisher's advertisement to rear wrap. Light
edgewear and smudging, a few creases and short tears to wraps. Binding sound. Very faint spotting
to interior, else unmarked. A Very Good copy of this collection of campaign songs for the Benjamin
Harrison / Levin Parsons Morton Presidential ticket of 1888. They defeated incumbent President
Grover Cleveland, though did not win the popular vote. No copies in retail and appears to be
unrecorded in OCLC.

Price: $150

With lost film content

13. [Film History] [Lost Films] Palladium Theatre

Handmade Film Enthusiast's Drawing and Logbook

London: [s.i.], ca. 1918-1923. Handmade notebook full of illustrations of contemporary films and
serials. Octavo; stitched self-wrappers; [62]pp. Includes 20 full-page color drawings and many
others in pencil, generally highlighting the author/artist's favorite scenes and titles, as well as
chapter lists and serial titles. Edge wear with minor fraying along spine; binding holding; smudging
to interior and significant loss to corners of one leaf; overall Very Good.

A remarkable little object, most likely the work of a juvenile film enthusiast. Notably, three lost
films are highlighted with accompanying drawings and sketches: King of the Circus (1920), though
here called "The Circus King" and with a chapter list different from any we could find; Hands
Up (1918) starring Ruth Roland; and Elmo the Mighty (1919) a Western serial starring Elmo Lincoln
and Grace Cunard. Mentions of the Daily Mirror Beauty Competition, Palladium Theatre, and Pains
fireworks place the work in London. Additional films featured: Red Lights (1923); The Adventures
of Ruth  (1919); The Iron Test  (1918); The Money Corral  (1919); Vive La France  (1918); and The
Vanishing Dagger (1920).

An unlikely survival and a lovely glimpse into the Silent Film era in both Hollywood and England.
Price: $1500

Fauvist romantic anguish

14. Odette Bruriaux

[Manuscript] Sous Ta Crasse

France: ca. 1945. Folio (33.5x26cm.); hand-painted card chemise; [32]ll. to which are mounted
sixteen (16) original gouache paintings and fifteen (15) leaves of a lengthy hand-painted poem
(leaves of both paintings and poetry measure ca. 22.5x18m.). Light wear to chemise margins, leaves
a bit cockled from exposure to adhesive, occasional light scattered foxing, else Very Good, bright
and sound.

Splendid artist's book by the French Fauvist painter Odette Bruriaux (1923-2003), Sous Ta
Crasse  ("underneath your filth") is at once a cris-de-coeur and love poem told in the first person
(though primarily addressing the beloved in the second) opening with the lines: "Je suis damné. Le
monde saura que j'ai tant péché pour l'amour de toi" ("I am damned. The world will know how I
have sinned for the love of you").

The poem is accompanied by sixteen small Fauvist paintings, each a colorful scene over which are
overlaid the yellow outlines of a man and woman in various postures and moods: battling, dancing,
beseeching, mourning, conversing. In the final suite of five illustrations the woman is cradling the
man's body in her arms.

The artist is primarily known for her landscapes and still-lifes, which began appearing at the
prestigious Salon d'Automne and the gallery Bernheim-Jeune following the Second World War.

Price: $2500

On the eve of Second Wave Feminism...

15. Merrill Joan Gerber

An Antique Man: A Novel [Inscribed and Signed] [Accompanied by Small Archive of Signed Typed
Letters to Gerber's Friend Peggy Albert]

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1967. First Edition. Octavo (21cm.); publisher's cloth in black
and white pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($4.95); [6],278pp. Light wear to jacket
margins including small closed tear at top margin of upper panel, light toning to flap folds, front
endpapers unevenly toned from exposure to previously-removed news clippings, else a Very Good,
clean and sound copy overall. Inscribed and signed on front free endpaper: "August 22, 1969 / For
Peggy and Walter - From long ago and far away; I wish we could be neighbors tomorrow! / Merrill."

Accompanied by a small archive consisting of four long and substantial typed letters, signed by
Gerber, addressed to her friend and former neighbor and colleague Peggy Albert, as well as two
postally used envelopes. The letters date from 1965 to 1969 and cover the publications of Gerber's
first book in 1965, a short story collection called Stop Here, My Friend,  as well as the 1967
publication of An Antique Man, her first novel.

The letters poignantly capture the frustrations that Betty Friedan's The Feminine Mystique had first
unlocked just two years earlier in 1963: the often losing battle between young motherhood and
wifely duties with artistic ambition: "Thank you for hoping there is 'more to come' — I'm hoping the
same, but I find it nearly impossible to discover any solid half hour these days that can be used to
work. These are the times that try a lady-writer's souls [sic]! But I am going to apply for a
Guggenheim this year, and if I'm lucky, I really am going to get some kind of help so I can sit
quietly under a tree and think without having to wash off a pacifier or give a dish of pretzels to
someone."

Later letters following the publication of her novel An Antique Man show growing embitterment,
"I'm very tired, and though I seem to be 'writing' the actual work takes very little time, and for the
rest, I am just the housecleaner, as you suggest you are...All my girls seem the same to me—as
babies they were identical."

Another theme prevalent in the letters written after the publication of her novel is the author's
growing disillusionment with her publisher Houghton Mifflin: "It's no surprise that you couldn't get
my book, no one can. It's hardly been taken into any bookstore, and if it is, they take 2 (and return
them in 6 months)... it was a hard, awful book to write, and though it's not 'entertainment' for
anyone, I want it to be read, and it isn't going to be."

Evidently Peggy shared with her an article on the paltry sales of most first novels, to which Gerber
responded, "And yet, one of my co-fellows at Stanford, who won the HMCo Literary Fellowship,
(Robert Stone, A HALL OF MIRRORS) sold 11,000 copies in 3 months, with   a 'first novel', is
appearing as a Book of the Month Club choice, and then into paperback."

Eventually Gerber unsuccessfully applied to the Radcliffe Institute fellowship, which Peggy had put
her in touch with. One can only imagine what the American literary landscape would look like if she
had been accepted with the likes of Anne Sexton, Maxine Kumin, and Tillie Olsen.

A small but rich archive of pre-Second Wave feminist artistic ambition thwarted.
Price: $350

...and what came after

16. Ellen Peck

How to Get a Teen-Age Boy and What to Do with Him When You Get Him [Signed]

New York: Bernard Geis Associates, 1969. First Edition, stated First Printing. Octavo; publisher's
cloth-backed boards, black topstain, in white pictorial dust jacket by Roy E. La Grone with $5.95
price intact; xiv,[2],293pp.; illus.

Light shelf wear to jacket and cloth margins, rather dark but shallow foxing along jacket extremities,
faint glue residue to front free endpaper from previously-removed sticker,  Christmas gift inscription
on front pastedown ("Happy hunting?"). Overall a Very Good and sound example overall. Signed
without dedication on front free endpaper "Best, Ellen Peck."

Uncommon guide to adolescent dating by the twenty-seven-year-old teacher, feminist, and childfree
activist Ellen Peck (1942-1995). Jacket design and copy display a colorful blend of Swinging
Sixties aesthetic and Second Wave feminist rhetoric, the cover illustration showing a tall young
blond in halter top and mini skirt with long-haired teen-aged boy in tow on a red leash. "You're
fifteen and flustered? Sixteen and swinging? Seventeen and sexy?" (from the front flap). Also
includes a parental advisory on rear flap: "This is a book for teen-age girls...Unlike other advice-to-
teen books, this one is not written to inculcate some musty moral code or to flim-flam kids with
crinoline-and-lace prohibitions...nothing here will shock your children."

Please note: we have been unable to find other examples of Peck's signature and can only presume
this one to be authentic.

Price: $250

One of the first female Honorary Members of the Royal Astronomical Society

17. Mary Somerville

On the Connection of the Physical Sciences [Alt. title: On the Connexion of the Physical Sciences]

New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1846. Second American Edition, from the Seventh
London Edition. 12mo (18.25 cm); publisher's brown blind- and gilt-embossed decorative cloth;
460,8pp.; five plates and 75 figures in text. Boards worn with exposure to extremities, minor loss to
crown, chips to front and rear. Binding sound. Mild spotting to interior; contemporary ownership
inscriptions in pencil and pen to preliminaries and in pen to title, otherwise unmarked. Overall Very
Good.

The Scottish scientist and polymath Mary Somerville was one of the first women elected as
Honorary Members of the Royal Astronomical Society. On the Connection of the Physical Sciences
was a resounding success, going through many editions from its initial publication in 1834, and the
edition here includes more illustrations as well as updated discoveries made in the interim. Notably,
later editions such as this incorporate Somerville's hypothesis regarding changes in Uranus' orbit
pointing to the existence of an undiscovered planet... as it happened that planet, Neptune, was
discovered in 1846, the year of this copy's publication. No copies of this or the first American
edition, published by Key and Biddle in Philadelphia in 1834, in retail as of May, 2024.

Price: $500

In praise of woman's intellect...and meekness

18. William R. De Witt

Woman: Her Excellence and Usefulness [Cover title: Her Price Above Rubies]

Harrisburg, PA: Printed by A. Converse, 1841. First Edition. 12mo; publisher's gilt-lettered brown
cloth boards; 48pp. Mild edgewear and spotting; dark staining to rear. Binding sound. Soiling and
spotting to interior, though text largely unaffected and legible throughout. A Very Good copy of this
address dedicated "to the ladies of Harrisburg" in which De Witt praises women's intellect, asserting
that their excellence will only be enhanced with "meekness and gentleness." Scarce in retail.
 

Price: $250

For those of us who can't live without the Moomins

19. Tove Jansson

Small Moomin-Related Collection

Collection of Tove Jansson material from the collection of science fiction author and cartoonist Ray
Nelson (1931-2022). Featured is a very kind and detailed two-page autograph letter signed from
Jansson to Nelson dated 4.3.59 in which she describes the state of Moomin publishing in Europe in
both comic strip and book form. Jansson graciously answers Nelson's query about translating the
strips into English, explaining that they are already translated and distributed in London. Jansson
goes on to explain which books have been published and by whom, "Almost all the Moomin strips
(4 books = 12 episodes) are published in Swedish by Gebers forlag, Stockholm. And the first three
episodes (1 book) are published in English by Allen Wingate, London..."

Also included are eight of the nine Moomin novels (lacking The Moomins and the Great Flood, not
translated into English until 2005) along with Moomin clippings in Norwegian and English. The
letter predates these, suggesting an ongoing interest from Nelson in Jansson and the Moomins, as
his career continued with a collaboration with Philip K. Dick (The Ganymede Takeover) and a short
story, "Eight O'Clock in the Morning" being adapted into John Carpenter's film They Live.

A lovely little collection showcasing one author/artist's respect for another, and featuring a rare
signed letter from Jansson.

Individual items as follows:

1) ALS from Tove Jansson to Ray Nelson. Both sides with autograph text and dated 4.3.59. Mild
edgewear and faint toning and creasing; mail folds; Very Good.

2) Comet in Moominland, Finn Family Moomintroll, Exploits of Moominpapa, Moominsummer
Madness, Moominland Midwinter, Tales from Moomin Valley, Moominpappa at Sea, Moominvalley
in November. London: Penguin / Puffin Books, 1961-1974. Eight volumes. Mass market paperbacks
with illustrated wrappers. Four are first Puffin printings (Finn Family Moomintroll, Tales From
Moomin Valley, Moominpappa at Sea, and Moominvalley in November), remaining titles all reprints.
Light edgewear and scuffing. Bindings sound. Mild toning and smudging to interiors; Very Good.

3) 139 Moomin comic strip newspaper clippings. 121 in English (from UK papers) and 28 in
Norwegian. Written in pen at base of one of the English strips, "Ray - one or two missing. And
probably not in order. Still, I hope they're ok. - Ron." Clippings show folds and toning; Good to
Very Good. Housed in legal-sized envelope addressed to "Mr. Walter H. Nelson." Heavily creased,
light soiling, pencil scribblings.
 

Price: $1250

From Irving Berlin's debut musical

20. [Irving Berlin] Culver Services

Original Press Photograph of the Eight Debutantes from Irving Berlin's 1914 Musical "Watch Your
Step"

New York: Culver Service, 1915. Original press photograph (21.5x33cm.). Contemporary
manuscript snipe in black and red pencil to verso reading "'Watch Your Step' / The Eight Debutantes
/ Irving Berlin show 1915 / New Amsterdam Theatre." Culver Service stickers and rubber-stamp
also present on verso. Photograph itself slightly touched-up with black pen, presumably by a photo
editor, tiny hole mid-bottom margin not affecting image, small ink signature "White N.Y" along
left-hand margin. Light wrinkling and a few small creases, else a Very Good, bright example.

Jaunty press photograph of the Eight Debutantes, i.e. the female chorus members in Irving Berlin's
first musical Watch Your Step, which debuted in December, 1914, at the New Amsterdam Theatre on
Broadway. The premise revolves around the will left by a wealthy man which states that his fortune
will go to any family member who has never fallen in love or been kissed. High jinks ensue. Indeed,
the debutantes are all dressed up in romance-defying garb, fur-lined silk coats buttoned to the chin,
each shielded by a matching fur-lined muff.

Price: $150

Unpublished poodle-rich circus history

21. [Circus History] Maud Belling Varden

Replaced by a Poodle [Signed]

N.p.: s.i., ca. 1999? Octavo; original red leatherette; 180pp.; black and white photocopied
reproductions of photographs. Light bumping to edges; white strip of discoloration to spine; a few
spots to rear. Binding sound and pages unmarked; Near Fine. Privately printed prototype of Varden's
unpublished memoir. Signed by Varden at front free endpaper, "To Pat Thanks so such [sic] for all
the art work you did for my circus show Love Maudy. P.S. You were a great 'August' also." "Patricia
Malkin" written in pencil in different hand with date of Mar. 22, 1999.

Varden details her experience in her father Clemens Belling's circus shows, often featuring the
titular poodle. Varden goes further back into circus history however, detailing family lore of five
generations of European and American circus and vaudeville performers, beginning with "G.G.G."
(first name unknown), her Great-Great-Grandfather, who allegedly participated in Philip Astley's
circus. Full of history, anecdotes, and amusing stories, many told to Varden by her father in his final
days when he could no longer perform due to health issues. Apparently unrecorded and unpublished.

Price: $300
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Send an email to the above address if you would like to be included on our email list for future e-
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