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Dear friends and colleagues,

Please find below thirty-three recently catalogued items from inventory, including an early
appearance of Phillis Wheatley's poem "On Recollection" (no. 32); an recorded and typographically
zany broadside  printed by the Woman's Relief Corps (no. 11); and works coming out of the
publishing houses of two Marys: Marie Benard (no. 15) and Maria Ibarra (no. 16). 
 

Best,

The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

It-Girl-iana

1. Eve Babitz

Eve's Hollywood: A Confessional L.A. Novel [Signed]

[New York]: Delacorte Press / Seymour Lawrence, 1974. First Edition, stated First Printing. Octavo;
publisher's cloth in photo-illustrated dust jacket retaining original price ($7.95); 296pp. Jacket is
clean and crisp with very light shelfwear, a few brief scuffs to surface, and a bit of toning at top
edges of flaps. Boards are square, with bumping at spine ends. Textblock edges a bit toned. Pages
unmarked. A Very Good or better copy. Signed by the author without inscription on half title.

Eve Babitz's first book, both a confessional memoir and love story to bohemian Los Angeles by the
"It Girl" of the 1960s and 70s. Babitz first received wider attention when she was photographed
nude playing chess against Marcel Duchamp, and her views and openness about sexuality—along
with a number of high profile romantic partners—made her a favorite of the tabloids and
entertainment press. As an artist she designed album covers for a number of prominent artists of the
late 60s, and her writing appeared in numerous major publications and in a handful of her own
books. 

Price: $2,500

Lovecraft and Derleth's copy

2. [H.P. Lovecraft] [August Derleth] Charles Birkin [ed.]; Tod Robbins, H.R. Wakefield, et al
[contribs.]

Creeps: A Collection of Uneasy Tales [H.P. Lovecraft and August Derleth's  copy, Signed by
Lovecraft with his Bookplate]

London: Philip Allan, 1932. First Edition. Octavo (18.8cm); publisher's cloth in pictorial dust jacket
retaining original price (2/ net); 248pp+8ads. Large chip to jacket spine foot with loss of imprint;
shallow tears at head and corners with tears along folds, many repaired with tape on verso with one
thin strip to recto; general smudging and toning to surface. Boards lightly shelfworn with a bump to
top corner and a bit of fading along edges; spine slightly cocked and nudged at ends. Pages a bit
toned but unmarked. Binding is sound. A Very Good copy in Good jacket.

H.P. Lovecraft's copy, with his bookplate on front pastedown and ownership signature
marked Providence, R.I., on front free endpaper; formerly August Derleth's, though with none of his
own markings (see below). 

Lovecraft notes the volume in a February, 1933 letter to Clark Ashton Smith, mentioning the growth
of his own library "despite its former unusual weakness in the field of the weird," before adding
"Now a gift from Comte d'Erlette [his nickname for Derleth]—another set of discards from his
library—has still further swelled my list of titles" (Schultz & Joshi, Dawnward Spire, Lonely Hill, p.
402).

The anthology is itself notable for the inclusion of "Spurs" by Tod Robbins, basis for Tod
Browning's infamous circus-horror film Freaks, which was released the same year as publication.
The first of a series of anthologies (Creeps, Shudders, Shivers, Horrors, Terrors, Quakes, et al...)
anonymously edited by Charles Birkin between 1932 and 1936.

[Lovecraft's Library 237; Bleiler Supernatural 450]
Price: $6,500

"Uses to Which Oranges May be Put"

3. B. M. Lelong

A Treatise on Citrus Culture in California 

Sacramento, CA: State Office: J.D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1888. First Edition. Slim octavo (23
cm); publisher's dark blue pebble-grained cloth lettered in gilt;  96pp.; chromolithograph frontis.,
wood engravings throughout. Presentation slip tipped in at first free endsheet, presented by the then-
president of California's board of horticulture. Boards lightly scuffed with soiling to margins and
fading to spine. Corners bumped and gently rubbed with boards bowing out at fore-edge. Rippling to
endsheets with page margins lightly toned. Title page offset by frontis. Text has overprinted errata in
blue to correct spellings to a few pages. A Very Good or better copy overall. 

This treatise is mostly a technical manual on the best varieties of oranges and other citrus to plant in
California as well as how to care for them. However, it also includes recipes for lemon pie, orange
souffle, and citron cake. Illustrations show the physical differences in each variety of citrus,
including one of the cross section of a "Pumpel-mouse". 

[Zamorano Select 65]
Price: $225

Miniature date books to reflect a shrunken social scene

4. [Trade Catalogs - Calendars]

Calendriers "Bijou" pour 1915

[Paris?], 1915. Octavo (21cm.); original cream card wrappers printed in dark green; one leaf bound
in to which is mounted eighteen (18) sample miniature date books (5x4cm. apiece). Wrappers lightly
worn and soiled from handling, else Very Good or better, contents in fine condition.

Beautiful small trade catalog for a selection of dainty miniature date books targeted to the female
buyer—the majority of the young male population fighting in the War. Though a few samples are
relatively staid in design (gilt-tooled leatherette, usually available in three colors), many of the
samples are Art Deco or Art Nouveau in design with lovely pictorial elements like a mother and her
child in a garden, a shimmering swan gliding across a violet pond, a woman in a stylish hat
breathing in a bouquet of flowers. 

Unrecorded in OCLC as of February, 2025.
Price: $500

Current events, church histories, spooky stories: everything an almanac
should have

5. [California — German-Americana]

California Vorwarts Kalender fur das jähr 1930 [All published?]

Fresno, CA: Verlag des California Vorwarts / H. Tober, [1929]. First Edition. Tall octavo (26cm.);
publisher's orange wrappers printed in green, yapp edges; [8],151,[4]pp.; illus. throughout, including
photographs and local pictorial advertisements, one fold-out plate reproducing a group photograph
of the confirmation class of the Evangelisch Lutherischen Krenz-Gemeinde for 1929. Moderate wear
to wrapper margins including a few short closed tears not approaching text, light toning to textblock,
else Very Good, internally clean and sound. Text in roman and blackletter throughout. 

Scarce local German-American almanac including a calendar of religious holidays based on
denomination, articles and fait-divers international, national, and local in scope; a guide to
palmistry; cartoons; and short pieces of fiction including the spooky story "Er hat mich ermordet—
er hat mich ermordet!" (He murdered me—he murdered me!) illustrated with original photographs
including one doctored to make the woman look like a ghost pointing accusingly at her murderer.
Throughout all this content is a healthy dose of local advertisements in English and German. 

OCLC locates two copies in North America as of February, 2025, at CSU — Fresno and U.
Cincinnati. 

Price: $350

Landmark in American chess history

6. Daniel Willard Fiske

The Book of the First American Chess Congress: Containing the Proceedings of that Celebrated
Assemblage, Held in New York, in the Year 1857...

New York: Rudd & Carleton, 1859. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's blind-embossed terracotta
cloth, gilt-lettered spine; xii,[13]-563,[5],6,[2]pp.; chromolithographed frontispiece with tissue guard
printed black, gilt, and bright green, black and white illustrations throughout. Light edgewear and
mild scuffing and spotting to boards. Binding sound. Contemporary bookseller ticket to rear
pasteodown; else unmarked; Very Good. Includes the frontispiece dedicated to tournament winner
and prodigy Paul Morphy, the Problem Tournay, a section on chess in Benjamin Franklin's life, and a
discourse on the Kempelen Automaton. A landmark volume in American chess history.

Price: $750

Rapidly-growing Baptist meeting house from stove to furnace

7. [Second Great Awakening] Brookline Baptist Society

Brookline Baptist Society's Book [Manuscript record and meeting reports]

Brookline, MA, 1827-1845. Small quarto; contemporary sheep over marbled paper-covered
boards; 128pp., approximately a third filled in manuscript, accompanied by two meeting house floor
(i.e. pew) plan sketches. Boards rather worn with split to spine and exposure to edges. Binding
nevertheless holding. A few leaves detached; edgewear and spotting to pages but legible throughout;
Good to Very Good. 

Manuscript record of a Second Great Awakening-era Baptist Society from its inception in 1827
through 1845. The manuscript begins with five Baptist Brethren meeting in 1827 to discuss ways to
further advance the cause of Christ. The Society was formed in 1828 and at once the membership
expanded and the founders resolved to build a meeting house, with a floor plan complete with pulpit
to the front, stoves to the rear, and numbered pews sectioned off individually. The Society
flourished, the meeting house expanded, and an additional sketch (detached but present) from 1842
shows additional pews added with renter names included, the stoves now replaced by a furnace. A
lovely record of a small congregation from it's beginning through the end of the Second Great
Awakening, notable for the inclusion of pew fees, a common method of fund-raising for religious
communities of this era. 

Price: $500

"And now we shan't be parted no more"

8. E.M. Forster

Maurice: A Novel

London: Edward Arnold, 1971. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's cloth in black dust jacket retaining
original price, red topstain; xi,[1],240pp. Light creasing and bubbling to edges of dust jacket; toning
to verso. Mild shelfwear to boards; fore-edge slightly bowed; couple minor smudges. Binding sound
and interior unmarked; a Very Good, sound copy. 

Posthumous novel published a year after the author's death and more than fifty years after it was first
composed, between 1913 and 1915. The work concludes with a "Terminal note," written in 1960
when Forster was past eighty years old. In it the author reassesses society's changing attitudes
towards homosexuality, which is dealt with both sympathetically and positively in this novel:
Maurice is famously one of the few early gay novels with a happy ending.

Price: $500

The perfect Robert Redford vehicle

9. Bernard Malamud

The Natural

New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1952. First Edition Stated. Octavo (21 cm); publisher's
cloth in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($3.00); 237pp. Advance copy with slip tipped
to first free endsheet. Jacket generally rubbed, chipped, and creased at margins with minor tears to
each panel and most joints with minor loss to tail of spine and front flap joint. Dust-soiled, light
soiling at back panel, toned at margins and creased on front panel margins. Water staining to bottom
of front flap joint, also visible at verso. Board corners and spine ends bumped, rubbed, and lightly
worn. Discoloration at top margin and lightly dust-soiled overall. Pages lightly toned at margins.
Pencil at top corners of first free endsheet and half-title, otherwise pages clean. A Very Good or
better copy in a Very Good dust jacket. 

Malamud's first novel follows baseball prodigy Roy Hobbs returning to the field after being shot in
the stomach by a crazed fan. He wins games, loses loves, and possibly takes bribes. The story is
loosely based on the shooting and comeback of Philadelphia Phillies player Eddie Waitkus  (both
played baseball and were shot by women), but otherwise share few similarities. It was adapted in
1984 into a movie of the same name starring Robert Redford. 

[Lepper 291]
Price: $1,500

Includes pay rates (or lack thereof) for deserters, female nurses, musicians,
etc

10. Major Ezra Webb

Army Pay Digest and Ready Calculator; or Regimental Pay Table

New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1863. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's red cloth lettered in gilt, brown
glazed endpapers; 57;[6]pp. advertisements; four fold-out charts to rear. Boards edgeworn and soiled
with some white discoloration to rear. Binding sound. Mild spotting and soiling to interior; else
unmarked and a Very Good copy. "Major G.W. Hauk" faintly stamped to front cover.

Fold-outs include pay table for non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers, farriers,
blacksmiths, privates, and wagoners. Infantry and cavalry are covered in tables two and three while
the fourth covers clothing allowances and rations. Text includes brief mentions of pay, or lack
thereof, for deserters, female nurses, and prisoners of war. Surprisingly uncommon with no copies in
retail at time of this writing. 

Price: $450

Typographically raucous

11. [Woman's Relief Corps]

A Craza T Party

Brooklyn, NY: [Woman's Relief Corps], 1888. Original printed broadside (30x23cm) for a "Craza T
Party" (read Crazy Tea Party) given by the Woman's Relief Corps and delightfully riddled with
phonetic wordplay throughout. Light toning; a few minute nicks; short closed tear to left-hand
margin; previous folds; Very Good. 

The event was slated for August 31st, 1888, five years after the WRC formed to assist the Grand
Army of the Republic with veteran's affairs. Lofty and noble notions aside, the women, if this
broadside is any indication, had a good time at their tea parties as nearly every word here is some
sort of misspelling, dippy  misdirection, or wordplay. The "menu" features: Cold Riz Bred, thOro-
BrEad aND Ill BreaD, SanD WicHes Wices withouT SaNd, PeecheZ and KREm On to AsT or OPH.
Drinks include Chalk. O. Late, Kauphy, and Jim Acky Jinger (Jamaica Ginger?) for only 20 Sense.
Concludes with a note that "The WeightERS Will be Luny but HARMLESS," which we find
believable. 

Unrecorded and impressive both for its  typography and semi-absurdist Gilded Age whimsy.
Price: $450

The French demonologist's guide to Burgundian law with contemporary
annotations

12. Henry Boguet

In Consuetudine Generales Comitatus Burgundiae Observaciones. Referuntur, et explicantur
pleraeque aliae aliarum Provinciarum consuetudibnes his similes

Lugduni [Lyon]: Apud Ioannem Pillehotte sub signo nominis Iesu, 1604. First Edition. Quarto; full
contemporary roan, gilt spine in six compartments, all edges stained red; [8],420,[16]pp. (collated
complete); Jesuitical woodcut title page emblem, initials, head- and tail-pieces throughout. Leather
rather dried and scuffed along margins, lacking front free endpaper, contemporary ownership
signature to title page and front pastedown sadly redacted or rubbed away leaving rather large scar to
the latter, else a Very Good, sound copy in a handsome contemporary binding. Extensive
contemporary marginalia throughout (see below). 

Substantial study of Burgundian customary laws by the local jurist Henry Boguet (1550-1619).
Boguet rose to prominence two years earlier after the appearance of his oft-republished
demonological treatise Discours exécrable des Sorciers  (1602). The present work did not receive
quite the same attention. While the majority of the text is in Latin, the section headers are usefully
provided in French and these are the portions of the text which received the most attention by the
contemporary owner. They took particular interest in sections on women's marital rights and
succession rights, perhaps in preparation for a marriage or in the wake of a parent's death.

OCLC locates three copies in the United States as of February, 2025, at George Washington,
Harvard, and U. Penn.

Price: $850

Exhibit A: Decorative violet endpapers

13. Anonymous [Hieronim Zahorowski, attr.]

Secreta Monita; ou Advis Secrets de la Societe de Jesus

Paderborne: n.p.,    1661.  12mo (16cm.); contemporary mottled roan, elaborately gilt-tooled spine
with black gilt spine label, all edges stained red, violet papier-peint floral-patterned endpapers;
191pp. (collated complete). Leather a bit scuffed with brief exposure at corners, impressive worm-
hole to upper cover, 20th-century ownership rubberstamp of the Furstlich-Starhemberg'sche Families
Bibliothek to front flyleaf, else a Very Good, fresh and sound copy. 

Later edition, possibly a false imprint, of this guide to the secrets of the Jesuits attributed to ex-Jesuit
Hieronim Zahorowski. The bilingual text is arranged by numbered points regarding the Society,
Latin on the left, French on the facing right. 

Price: $200

Exhibit B: More Decorative Violet Endpapers

14. Ambrosius Lodwasser [trans.]; Joachim Neander [compiler]

Neu-vermehrt-und vollstandiges Kirchen-Gesang-Buch: worinnen die Psalmen Davids

Marburg: Heinrich Ludwig Bronner, 1776-1777. Two volumes in one; 12mo; contemporary gilt-
tooled roan, gilt spine in five compartments, papier-peint pastedowns, housed in contemporary
paper-covered slipcase; 106,[2]; 291,[5]pp.; music throughout text. General rubbing to margins,
spine gilt rather dulled, contemporary ownership notes to front free endpaper verso, old paper
repairs to slipcase, else a Very Good, quite attractive copy notable for the boldly sponge-patterned
dark violet papier-peint endpapers. 

Price: $350

Printed by Marie Benard

15.  [Emblem Books] [Women Printers] Caroli Ruaei [Charles de la Rue]; Viduam Simonis
Benard [printer]

Caroli Ruaei e Societate Jesu Carminum Libri Quatuor

Lutetiae Parisiorum [Paris]: Apud Viduam Simonis Benard [a.k.a. Marie Benard], via Jacobea e
regione Collegii Soc. Jesu., 1688. Fifth Edition. 12mo; contemporary calf, gilt spine in five
compartments; 233,[1]pp.; head and tail pieces; twenty-four (24) engraved emblems. Light wear to
edges with shallow loss at spine ends. Binding sound. Bookplate of "C.T. Noel du Payrat" to front
pastedown; interior else unmarked; a Very Good and sound copy of a scarce title, originally
published in 1680 and including "Lysimachis," "Panygyrici," "Symbola Heroica" with many
emblems referring to persons associated with the Court of of Louis XIV. Published by Parisian
printer Marie Benard, the widow of Simon Benard. She went on to publish works for nearly twenty-
five  years,  through  1712, though we find little biographical information about her beyond her
house's publications. 

Price: $250

Printed by Maria Ibarra

16. [Women Printers] Don Torquato Torio de la Riva y Herrero; Maria Ibarra [publisher]

Arte de Escribir por Reglas y con Muestras Segun la Doctrina de los Mejores Autores Antiguos y
Modernos, Extrangeros y Nacionales: Acompañado de unos Principios de Aritmética, Gramática y
Ortografía Castellana

Madrid: En la Imprenta de la Viuda de Don Joaquin Ibarra [a.k.a. Maria Ibarra], 1798. First Edition.
Quarto; full contemporary gilt-ruled calf, gilt spine in six compartments, red spine label, all edges
stained red, marbled endpapers; xxvii,418,[2]pp.; engraved frontispiece and added title page, fifty-
eight (58) engraved plates by Asencio and Castro after Torio (collated and complete). Boards rubbed
and scuffed with a few shallow chips near top of spine and brief exposure to corners. Binding sound.
Ownership markings in pencil facing extra title, brief pencil marginalia and occasional smudging. 

Printed by Maria Ibarra, widow of the famed printer Joaquin Ibarra, this striking production covers
in detail all aspects of the art of writing including invention, theory, practice, and teaching. The
accompanying plates bring to life the author's passion for calligraphy and showcase the breadth of
his knowledge and exactitude of his pedagogy, giving the precise angles and proportions for
individual letters depending on the script. By Royal Order Arte de Escribir  became a standard
textbook in Spanish primary schools in 1801, perpetuating the book's influence for a generation. A
superb record of writing, education, and woman's work from the same publishing house that
produced the Ibarra Quixote eighteen years prior.

Price: $1,500

Temper is everything

17. Julia Mills

Interesting Memoir of Miss Julia Mills Written by Herself. To which is added an Important
Discovery

Philadelphia: The Religious Tract Society of Philadelphia / William Bradford, Agent, 1818. First
Edition. 12mo; stitched self-wrappers; 12pp.; title page woodcut vignette. Light edgewear and
spotting to wraps. Binding sound and interior unmarked; Very Good.

Account of Mills' religious awakening in which "an angry God presented himself to my view," and
includes the "important discovery" in which the author concludes through interactions with her
neighbors that "temper is everything." No copies in retail at time of this writing. 

Price: $175

Long autobiographical poem of the Lowell cotton mills 

18. Lucy Larcom

An Idyl of Work

Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, 1875. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's green decorative
cloth stamped in gilt; 183pp. Light edgewear and mild spotting to boards. Binding sound and pages
unmarked; Very Good.

Story in verse of woman's factory life in 1840s Massachusetts. Larcom herself worked first as a
doffer and later in the cloth room and as a bookkeeper at a cotton mill in Lowell, MA. This work
dedicated "To Working-Women... By One of Their Sisterhood." 

Price: $150

Unclear who won

19. Kittie O'Neil

[Business Card] Kittie O'Neil, Democratic Nominee for Superintendent of Schools, Trinity County

Weaverville, CA: Journal Print, n.d. [but 1890]. Small photo-illustrated business card (5.5x10cm.).
Just About Fine. 

Business card for California woman Kittie O'Neil, who was nominated by the local Democrats for
Superintendent of Schools of Trinity County, California. According to a contemporary newspaper
account, her Republican opponent G.E. Noonan refused to canvas against her because he deemed it
"ungentlemanly" (Oakland Tribune, Oct. 20, 1890). We could not track down information on who
won the election.

Price: $100

Publication delayed after Executive Order 9066 sent the author to an
internment camp

20. Toshio Mori; William Saroyan [intro.]

Yokohama, California

Caldwell: The Caxton Printers, 1949. First Edition. Octavo (23.5cm) publisher's cloth in yellow
pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($3.00); 166pp. Jacket shows a closed 1/2" tear at top
front and shallow chip to top rear, with rubbing at corners, darkening at  spine, and some general
toning along panel edges. Boards are square with faint bumping to bottom corners and nudging at
spine ends. Top edge of text block a bit smudged. Binding is sound and pages unmarked. Very Good
overall. 

First collection of short stories published by a Japanese American in the United States. Originally
slated for release in 1942, publication was delayed when Roosevelt's Executive Order 9066 sent
Mori—a U.S. citizen with Japanese parents—and more than 100,000 others of Japanese ancestry
into internment camps. The final publication includes two new stories about the Japanese experience
after America entered the war.  The book was finally issued in 1949 in a single printing of 1554
copies.

[Kheridan 68]
Price: $1,200

Revisiting some of the author's favorite themes: con-artistry and murder

21. Patricia Highsmith

The Two Faces of January

Garden City, NY: Published for the Crime Club by Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1964. First Edition.
Octavo (21 cm); publisher's boards in pictorial price-clipped dust jacket; 203pp. Jacket gently worn
at spine and joint ends and generally toned and rubbed at margins. Minor closed chip to center of
spine and verso toned. Board corners and spine ends bumped and rubbed with three small bumps to
top margin of front cover. Boards bow slightly out at fore-edge. Page edges lightly toned with minor
offsetting to endsheets. Pages clean. A Very Good or better copy in like jacket. 

A mid-career novel for Highsmith, the story following  a con-artist and his wife through Greece.
They accidentally kill a detective and have to hide the evidence and themselves. Adapted into a 2014
movie of the same name starring Viggo Mortensen, Kirsten Dunst, and Oscar Issac.

Price: $450

Executed "with sharp little iron scissors and tiny knives of various shapes"

22. Self Help Dept. / Women's Bible School / Presbyterian Mission

Temple Hill Cut-Outs [alt. title: Legends of Ancient China]

Chefoo [modern-day Yantai], China: Self Help Dept. / Women's Bible School / Presbyterian
Mission, n.d., ca. 1920s. Slim quarto (23cm.); original embroidered pictorial limp boards stitched in
the Japanese style; [8]ll. to which are mounted eight examples of Chinese scissor art, each scene
with printed explanation printed on tissue paper bound in. Dampstaining to binding causing some
cockling though contents remain unaffected; a Very Good example overall, contents clean and
sound.

From the introductory leaf: "The cut-outs of Temple Hill are an adaptation of figures of animals,
plants, insects, dragons, etc., cut by the women of Shantung for unknown generations." The women
of the Presbyterian Mission had managed to "Christianize" some of these scenes for Christmas,
though the present volume returns back to traditional Chinese folk tales: "The Herd Boy and the
Weaving Maiden," "How Molo Stole the Lovely Rose Red," "The Lady of the Moon," and others. 

The introduction also usefully provides a description of how the cut-outs are made beginning with
an elaborate process of stencil-making that involves paper, water, fire and smoke. The subsequent
design is then "sewed down to ten thicknesses of colored paper and with sharp little iron scissors and
tiny knives of various shapes, the cutter in about half an hour has cut out the design, making ten at a
time."

Price: $400

Delightfully midcentury modern

23. Matthias Paper Corporation

Custom Timber Tones Plus Grainy Finish

Yeadon, PA: Matthias Paper Corporation, n.d., ca. 1940s. Slim quarto (28x21.5cm.); wood-grained
card wrappers comb-bound at top edge; twenty-eight (28) paper samples with three price guides
bound in between batches of samples providing pricing group and order numbers. Light soil to
wrappers, margins a bit worn, else a Very Good or better example, contents in fine condition.

Beautifully designed and compact trade catalog of wood-grained papers. No copies located in
OCLC, which lists just one other Matthias catalog, Papers for War (1943), at U. Delaware only.

Price: $150

Successful campaign literature to save a man's life

24. Robert Wesley Wells; Buddy Green [fwd.]; Religious Committee for the Defense of Wesley
Robert Wells

My Name is Wesley Robert Wells [with] Appeals to the Governor of California To Save the Life of
Welsey Robert Wells, Scheduled to Die — April 9th

San Francisco / San Leandro, CA: State Defense Committee for Welsey Robert Wells / Religious
Committee for the Defense of Wesley Robert Wells, 1951 & 1954. First Editions. Two volumes—
12mo and quarto; both in photo-illustrated wrappers 26; 28pp. Light edgewear and toning; staining,
creasing, and curling to corners of Appeals. Bindings sound and interiors toned but unmarked; about
Very Good. 

Two pamphlets detailing the struggles of San Quentin prisoner Robert Wesley Wells, who was
sentenced to death for throwing a cuspidor at a prison guard. The first pamphlet is penned by Wells
himself telling his story; Appeals from three years later appeared as part of a campaign for a stay of
execution. The campaign was successful and Wells eventually won parole in 1974. He had been in
and out of prison since he was nineteen years old. 

Price: $250

Anarchism marsala

25. [Anarchism — Italy]

Individualismo

Marsala: Tip. Martoglio Giacomo, 1892. First Edition. 12mo; pictorial side-stapled self-wrappers;
15pp. The whole unevenly toned and a bit brittle due to poor paper quality, else Very Good and
sound.

Small pamphlet published in the Sicilian commune of Marsala, the first title in the publisher's series
"Biblioteca dell'Uguaglianza Sociale." The pamphlet concludes with the words "Vive L'Anarchia"
and the rear wrapper features the publishers' advertisement for Giacomo Roux's L'Anarchia e la
Rivoluzione.

International Institute of Social History (Netherlands) only in OCLC as of February, 2025.
Price: $150

Unrecorded training manual

26. Army Service Forces Training Center

Basic Training Notes / Bakery Specialist Course / Technical Division [cover title]

Camp Lee, VA: ASFTC, n.d. [but ca. 1943]. Slim folio (33x21cm.); printed post-bound card
wrapper; 69,[5]pp. printed mimeograph; illustrations throughout. Upper cover rather dust-soiled and
spotted with contemporary pencil ownership signature of a Koepplinger to upper cover, textblock
quite brittle and toned due to inferior paper quality. Overall Good to Very Good.

Handbook for the student recently graduated from the Camp Lee Bakery School covering fresh
ground, all about bread: the composition of grains and flour, detailed chapters on each ingredient,
the manufacture of bread, and bakery machinery. Also includes a chapter on bread "faults and
causes," bakery sanitation, and truck loading. We especially like the reproduction of the hand-drawn
diagram on bread kneading.

Unlocated in OCLC as of February, 2025. 
Price: $250

Unrecorded ship-board periodical

27. [Shipboard Publication] [The Crew of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania]

Log of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania BB-38 [Two issues]

At Sea: U.S.S. Pennsylvania, 1944-45. First Editions. Two tall quarto issues; pictorial staplebound
self-wrappers; black and white illustrations throughout. Includes the December, 1944, and the
March, 1945, issues. Edgeworn and chipped; heavier wear along spine of '44 issue; loss/chewing to
top front corner of '45 issue throughout, though text and images only very slightly affected. Bindings
holding. Overall still Very Good. 

Unrecorded shipboard publication of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania BB-38, which was drydocked in Pearl
Harbor the day of the Japanese attack in 1941, avoiding significant damage. The ship spent the rest
of World War II conducting operations in the Pacific Theater. Articles and features here touch upon
the military operations around the Philippines, WWII divisional news, sports (mostly basketball and
baseball), a history of the U.S.S. Pennsylvania and its commanders, as well as the usual jokes,
diversions, and crude cartoon pin-ups. No copies in retail or OCLC as of February, 2025. 

Price: $300

Exercising all the tactics

28. [Psychological Warfare] [Joint United States Public Affairs Office]

Group of seven leaflets urging North Vietnamese soldiers to surrender or return home

N.p.: [JUSPAO?], [ca. 1960s]. Four sheets of mock-ups (28x21.5cm.)  for illustrated Psy-Ops
leaflets, text in Vietnamese with English translations. Also includes three original leaflets
(measurements vary) with illustrations and Vietnamese text. Mild edgewear and staining to each;
about Very Good. 

The Joint United States Public Affairs Office dropped millions of leaflets over Vietnam, Laos, and
Cambodia from 1965 to 1972, though the mention of an upcoming jubilant Tet would presumably
date these before the 1968 Tet Offensive. The mock-ups urge the soldiers to return to their families
or return to the South where people are prospering, one leaflet noting, "Find yourself a new home in
free Vietnam or you too will suffer a pitiful death like this and be buried in an unmarked grave, far
away from your loved ones."

The three original leaflets each take different approaches to convincing the soldier to give up the
fight: one appealing to the soldier's patriotic love of the motherland and urging him to celebrate the
next Tet with his Southern compatriots; another showing a stark choice—either death and misery or
a peaceful life with his family; and a final leaflet showing how much money a Viet Cong soldier can
get for every weapon he brings to the South to trade in. 

The collection is enhanced by the inclusion of both the mock-ups and original leaflets, which adds a
degree of insight to the Psy-Ops creators' intention and the final result. 

Price: $350

An amateur periodical feuding against other amateur periodicals

29. George A. Dolan [ed.]

The Monarch: An Amateur Periodical of the Period [Collection of Four Issues]

San Francisco: Monarch Publishing Co., 1899-1900. First Editions. Four volumes; 12mo bifolium
on newsprint (15cm.) printed in double columns. Light toning and faint mail folds, tiny abrasion to
rear panel of Vol. 3, no. 3, with slight loss of text, else a Very Good or better collection. Publication
sequence as follows: Vol. 1, nos. 5-6; Vol. 2, no. 4; Vol. 3, no. 3. 

Small but compelling cache of The Monarch, an amateur newspaper chiefly covering the antics of
other amateur newspapers. The only exception may be the serialized story "Tom Hancock, or A
Western Boy's Success" by "Al. A. Meda," which leads issues Vol. 1, nos. 5 & 6. 

The remainder of the contents, however, relate to the national community of amateur newspapers,
which evidently operated on a system of give and take: "We regret the fact that we shall be
compelled to discontinue sending the Monarch to several amateur journals who, having received it
month after month, have not taken the trouble of sending us at least one copy for review. Probably
these amateurs have had an economical spasm" (Vol. 1, no. 6). 

When reading the following review who can blame them? "B. Franklin Moss and his side kick, poor,
puny, Walter B. Littlefield, the tool of the New York amateurs, not content with playing comedy on
the stage of amateur affairs are credited with starting an amateur journal and launching out as
shining lights in amateur journalism" (Vol. 3, no. 3). 

Price: $450

The end of the "Era of Good Feelings"

30. [Slavery and Abolition] Elias Stillwell Townsend

An Oration delivered July 4, 1820 in New Haven by Elias Stillwell Townsend at the invitation of the
Civil Authorities of the City [Manuscript title]

New Haven, CT: 1820. Quarto; contemporary blue stitched wrappers; 28pp. of which 18 filled in
manuscript. Light soiling and edgewear; vertical fold to center and chip to rear lower corner; binding
sound; Very Good. 

Manuscript oration delivered by Elias Stillwell Townsend on July 4, 1820. After praising the soldiers
and patriots of '76, Townsend notes that "a horrid vision has disturbed our halcyon dreams of
happiness. Slavery rising from the South, like the cloud of Elijah gradually expanded itself and
portentously threatens us." The author notes that the rising number of slaves show that there might
come a day when they might outnumber their oppressors, rightly seek revenge, and "attempt their
forcible emancipation." Townsend looks to St. Domingo (Haiti) and praises the leaders Touissant
(Louverture), (Alexandre) Petion, and (Henri) Christophe for their accomplishments. He warns of
the dangers that also occurred in Haiti, which could perhaps be avoided if "large portions of the yet
uncultivated soil of Fredonia (as our country has been termed) is to be tilled by slaves." 

Townsend alludes to the Missouri Compromise from earlier that year, "Missouri opening a new
market for slaves, in vain are all exertions to prevent that abominable traffic, this slave trade." He
continues by discussing the horrible economic and political incentives for slave traders and
plantation owners, the former who are often equipped with the swiftest vessels to avoid capture and
the latter who perpetuate a perverse system in which their political power grows with the possession
of more slaves. 

The address then turns to our national sins which appear to be receiving "temporal punishment,"
noting the tragedy of Stephen Decatur's recent death in a duel before discussing at length both
Connecticut and the United States' role on the national stage. Each striving to be a bastion of liberty
and good governance—the latter often failing though Townsend claims of Connecticut, "She is the
only sister of the republic whose virtue was never suspected"...until recently. 

An engaging address, notable not only for the four pages devoted to slavery and abolition, but also
for its downbeaten tone, embodying the end of the so-called "Era of Good Feelings," and addressing
in detail the political conflict between advocates of slave and free soil. 

We find little biographical information about Townsend though he was born in New Haven in 1796
and sadly died just three months after giving this address, aged twenty-four.

Price: $1,500

Fireworks, ginger cakes, aeronauts

31. [Antebellum Humor and also Aeronauts]

Celebration of the 1857 1776 81st (?) Anniversary of the National Independence. July 4th, 1857

[Massachusetts?]: 1857. Bifolium; four pages written in manuscript. Light edgewear; folds,
and minor soiling; about Very Good. This document maps out the plan for the 81st (not 82nd) Fourth
of July Celebration in an unnamed town in 1857, likely in the New England area, interspersing local
gossip and small touching details. 

Events include firecrackers accompanied by a salute - if Bates' alarm goes off - followed by a
celebration on the roof of the shirt factory, while the baker has agreed to donate ginger cakes for the
event. Robertson's "Brass" Band will play, and the procession will include Dan Dickinson (sober),
Tony and wife (with spiritual manifestations), W.G. Mitchell (if he gets up in time), and J.N.
Starkweather (if his wife will let him come). Of note is the mention of "celebrated Aeronaut C.K.
Brett" making several trips  in his balloon, who "will be assisted in his ascent by Mr. W.W.
Winchester + legs." Despite being "celebrated," we find no record of aeronaut C.K. Brett. All this is
followed by a prayer led by E.L. Stetson "late of Boston," fireworks—"representing a roman candle
+ the other a torpedo," and music. A charming little document of the time, subtly evoking the feel of
a small pre-Civil War town, 1850s shade, and wholesome patriotism. 

Price: $250

Featuring Phillis Wheatley's poem "On Recollection"

32. Phillis Wheatley

"[On] Recollection" in The Annual Register, or a View of the History, Politics, and Literature, For
the Year 1772

London: Printed for J. Dodsley, in Pall-Mall, 1775. Second Edition. Octavo; full contemporary tree
calf, gilt spine in six compartments; 246,[10]pp. Light edgewear; brief exposure and minor bowing
to corners, lacking the two spine labels; a few inoffensive stains. Binding sound. Ownership
inscription and toning to endpapers; interior else unmarked; a Very Good copy of an early Phillis
Wheatley appearance. 

"On Recollection" originally appeared in The London Magazine in 1772 and was compiled in Poems
on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral the following year. Contemporary appearances of
Wheatley, the first published Black woman poet, are increasingly scarce in retail. 

Price: $2,500

Attractive American binding

33. Dr. [Samuel] Johnson

Rasselas, a Tale

Hartford: Silas Andrus, 1827. 12mo (14.xcm.); full contemporary gilt-ruled and blind-embossed
sheep, gilt spine; vi,[7]-144pp. (collated complete); steel engraved frontispiece and added title page
with publication date 1825. General rubbing and a few small scratches to leather margins, small scar
at spine crown, horizontal tear across pp. 19/20 without loss of meaning, textblock quite foxed and
occasionally damp stained, else Good to Very Good. Contemporary pencil gift inscription to front
free endpaper of a woman from her brother.

Lovely example of an 19th-century American binding blind-embossed with two woven checker-
board like designs on both covers.

Price: $150
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