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Dear friends and colleagues,

Find below a sample of forty-odd items which will be on display at this year's New York
International Antiquarian Book Fair at the Park Avenue Armory, April 3-6th. We'll be set up in booth
C10 so please swing by and say Hello. We will also be exhibiting at the Manhattan Rare Book &
Fine Press Fair across the street at 869 Lexington Avenue on April 5th from 9am to 5pm. Be sure to
swing by there as well! 

Best,

The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

Antebellum vernacular wallpaper wrappers

1. [American Wallpaper Bindings] Jesse Torrey

A Portraiture of Domestic Slavery, in the United States: with reflections on the practicability of
restoring the moral rights of the slave, without impairing the legal privileges of the possessor; and a
project of a colonial asylum for free persons of colour: including memoirs of facts on the interior
traffic on slaves, and on kidnapping

Philadelphia: Published by the Author. John Bioren, Printer, 1817. First Edition. Octavo (23cm.);
contemporary mint green wallpaper wrappers printed in white, blue, and brown; vii,[8]-94pp.; six
(6) leaves of engraved plates, all but one with paper guards. Wrappers a bit chipped and soiled with
small loss along spine edge of upper cover showing linen lining beneath, contents a bit foxed and
browned, a couple plates damp stained, else a Very Good and sound example in a beautiful
contemporary vernacular binding.

The physician author's first-hand account of the plight of the enslaved American population in the
early days of the abolition movement. Though Torrey makes no arguments in favor of emancipation,
his aim is to ameliorate the living conditions of those enslaved, arguing to possessors of slaves "that
the laws do not compel them to be tyrants...but that it is in their power, and will best promote their
own interests, both pecuniary and moral, to civilize and instruct" (p. vii). 

The author concludes with a brief allusion to the newly-formed American Colonization Society
(founded a year earlier in 1816). Speaking to several free "persons of color, of both sexes" who
worked as servants in the house where he resided, Torrey notes that all of them were against the idea
of going to Africa. "One of them expressed great repugnance at going there, and the other said her
fathers did not come from Africa 'and (said she) if they (the Americans) did not want us, they had no
need to have brought us away'" (p. 94). 

Of special note are the six engravings which adorn the work, all by Alexander Rider (fl. 1810-1834),
conveying the violence of not just the slave trade but the institution itself: a Black man attacked and
murdered by white men while walking down a road alone; a woman jumping out her bedroom
window; men in shackles watching the Capitol burn during the conflagration of 1814.

Howes T304; Sabin 96290 
Price: $1,500

Civil War-era wallpaper wrappers

2. [American Wallpaper Bindings] [Civil War - Marblehead, Massachusetts]

[Manuscript Title] List of Persons Enrolled in the Militia 1862

Marblehead, MA: 1862. Small, slim quarto (20cm.); contemporary decorative stitched wallpaper
wrappers printed in blue and gilt; 56pp. filled nearly to completion in the same ink hand with pencil
corrections and annotations throughout. Wrappers a bit worn and damp staining has led the wrapper
gilt to bleed rather significantly to upper wrapper, less so to rear wrapper (interior contents
unaffected); overall a Good to Very Good example.

Complete record of all the citizens of Marblehead, Massachusetts, "legible to perform Military
duty...including the Fire Department [crossed out: and Volunteer Militia]." This list is comprised of
1300 men listed in alphabetical order, signed by the assessors Thomas Boardman, John Adams, and
Gl[?] Braughton, July 28, 1862. Given the ongoing war the list was repeatedly updated in pencil,
about half the names crossed out though only occasionally is the reason provided—"war" is the most
common, though some are listed as sick, others annotated simply "sea" (Marblehead is a coastal
town whose economy relied heavily on the local fishing industry). 

The notebook is bound in what appears to be remnants of quite attractive wallpaper with a base
design of diamond-patterned blue overlaid with gilt flowers. In wartime paper supplies could be
short and this was a not uncommon remedy. 

Price: $650

It's just one wallpaper catechism...

3. [American Wallpaper Bindings] Paulus Henkel

Der Christliche Catechismus

Neu-Market, Schendandoah County, Virg.: Gedruckt in S. Henkels Duckerey, 1816. "Zweyte
Auflage, verbessert und vermehret." 12mo; publisher's cloth-backed decorative wallpaper-covered
boards; [6],166pp. Textblock a bit toned, red portion of wallpaper faded, else a Very Good or better
example.

German-American children's catechism published by the Lutheran printer Solomon Henkel and
bound in a lovely example of an American wallpaper binding comprised of feathery red flowers with
blue-green leaves and buds interspersed with rivers of the same color.

Bötte & Teinhoff 2155; Shaw & Shoemaker  37828
Price: $450

...after another

4. [American Wallpaper Bindings] Johann Ritter und Comp. [printer]

Catechismus, oder: Kurzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehre, fur di angehende Jugend in der
Churfurstlichen Pfalz und andern Reformierten Orten zu gebrauchen

Reading, PA: Gedruckt und zu haben bey Johann Ritter und Comp, 1822. Zweyte Auflage. 12mo
(14.5cm.); publisher's sheep over woodblock decorated paper-covered boards; 104,[4]pp. (collated
complete). Binding quite scuffed and worn, leather dried and significantly flaked along top two
inches, small loss of paper along fore-edge of upper cover, front joint tender, textblock uniformly
toned and finger-soiled with occasional contemporary marginalia, extensive contemporary juvenile
ownership signatures of two young girls to endpapers ("Mary Croll [crossed out: his] her
catechismus"). Overall a Good to Very Good example in a very lovely German-American wallpaper
binding of bold autumnal leaves on a dark green background.

Shoemaker 8293
Price: $300

Ok, done with the wallpaper, on to the cuts

5. [Bindings] [American Education]

Manuscript Arithmetic Notebook

Maryland?: 1818. Slim folio (32cm.); blue stitched wrappers, upper cover adorned with woodcut
illustrations of twenty-two birds representing about twelve different species, the rear wrapper
adorned with woodcuts of fifteen types of tradesmen and women; [52]pp. filled to completion with
arithmetic lessons and problems in a neat manuscript hand. Wrappers a bit worn, large damp stain
bleeding into first few leaves of text, rather large ink splatter to rear cover, else Very Good. It is also
worth noting that the student used the notebook upside down, so the upside-down tradesmen and
women really function as the upper cover. 

A young student's notebook of arithmetic problems involving bales of cloth, barrels of flour, casks of
brandy, or the distance between Baltimore and Sharpsburg and Chambersburg (perhaps a clue to
where this notebook comes from). Most of the problems involve boys or men (gathering nuts, going
into debt, etc.), which leads us to believe this was a male student's notebook. However, it appears
that his young sister Mary W. Roberts got her hands on this at some point and wrote her name all
over a page of sums in a more childish hand than the rest of the notebook before it was taken away
from her. Date of production based on a single page which has been dated March, 1818. 

Price: $500

Manuscript math notebook bound in cloth printed to look like marbled paper

6. Maria A. Cunningham

Manuscript Notebook of Canadian Student Maria A. Cunningham, Common School No. 10, York,
29 April 1850

York, Ontario, Canada: 29 April 1850. Folio (34cm.); half maroon morocco over cloth printed to
look like marbled paper; [172]pp. filled to completion in a neat ink manuscript hand. Boards scuffed
along leather margins with exposure at corners and chipping at spine foot, spine leather a bit sunned,
occasional finger soil to textblock, short closed tear to one leaf, else Very Good and sound and quite
legible. 

Extensive mathematics notebook of Maria A. Cunningham, a student at the York Common School in
1850. The volume is entirely filled with skillfully completed math equations divided by subject
(Compound interest, Cloth measure, Troy weight, etc.). Cunningham was not just a diligent student
but also a talented calligrapher and the heading of each subject is accomplished in elaborate
calligraphic styles employing the use of multiple color pencils. The title page of the volume is also
very attractively enhanced with sketches of seven different leaves. 

A fascinating glimpse into the educational system of Upper Canada, with math problems involving
wine merchants and their hogheads, servants and their masters, shoemakers and their bales of cloth,
boys and their marbles. What is most notable is the total erasure of any mention of Canada in the
equations, nearly all the geographical references are either in London, Dublin, or elsewhere (St.
Petersburg and Philadelphia, for example). As Anthony Di Mascio writes in his study The Idea of
Popular Schooling In Upper Canada  (2012), "the remaking of the York Common School into a
British national school was an attempt by the colonial administration to bring Upper Canada in line
with the character of the schooling in the British metropolis" (pp. 81-2). 

A beautiful and fascinating survival in a most unusual binding employing a very early example of
cloth printed to imitate a much cheaper material—marbled paper. 

Price: $850

Bound in a 15th-century manuscript Italian breviary

7. [Waste Bindings] [Diocese of Volterra] Guido Servidio

Constitutiones Synodales, et decreta, condita a reverendiss. D. Guidone Servidio, Episcope
Volaterrano, in Dioecesana Synodo, habita in Cathedrali Ecclesia Voltarerrana, die VIII. IX. & X.
Mensis Maii MDLXXXX

Florentiae [Florence]: In officina Bartholomaei Sermartellii, 1590. First Edition. Small quarto
(22.5cm.); bound in limp manuscript parchment waste retaining original leather and thread stitching,
contemporary ink title at head of upper cover; [8],147,[1]pp. (collated complete); woodcut device to
title page, initials, head- and tail-pieces. Old soil stains to binding, contemporary ink scribbling to
upper cover and front free endpaper, later pencil "1590" to upper cover, brief split mid-spine,
textblock rather shaken in binding with a few gatherings starting to separate, contemporary ink
inscription to title page and rear free endpaper facing errata. Overall a Very Good, bright example.

Compilation of constitutions from the diocesan synod of Volterra led the 8-10th of May, 1590, by the
Bishop Guido Servidio. The binding appears to be a 15th or early 16th-century fragment of a
breviary leaf with initials in red or blue with fine red tracery. A modest but still lovely example.

USTC 863858; OCLC locates no copies of the Constitutiones in North America as of March, 2025. 
Price: $1,500

The Surrealist artist's playing cards hiding in plain sight her long-time
romantic throuple

8. Leonor Fini

Jeu de Cartes

Paris: Acanthe, [ca. 1950]. Two packs of pictorial playing cards (54 cards a piece, including a joker
and a blank), all edges gilt, one pack verso green and black marbling, the other purple and black,
housed in original compartmented and capped slipcase with printed paper spine label. Light wear to
slipcase margins, else a Fine twin set.

Deluxe playing cards designed by Argentine-born Surrealist artist Leonor Fini (1907-1996) for the
Maison Acanthe sometime after 1946 when restrictions on manufacturing playing cards in France
were relaxed. Born in Buenos Aires, Fini was raised by her mother in Trieste, Italy, where she taught
herself to draw using the cadavers at the local morgue as her models. As a teenager her eyes were
bandaged for two months to treat a case of rheumatic conjunctivitis, the prolonged period of visual
sensory deprivation igniting her imagination with fantastical images which she would go on to
capture in her paintings. 

Always a peripheral non-member member of the Surrealist movement, Fini enjoyed a successful
artistic career, exhibiting works alongside Dali, Man Ray, and Max Ernst in London, as well as
having her paintings featured at the Museum of Modern Art in New York for the landmark "Fantastic
Art, Dada, Surrealism" exhibition. Not above commercial art, Fini also worked designing jewelry,
furniture, and fashion. This set of playing cards, while commissioned by Acanthe, still manages to
be deeply personal to Fini—the head cards depict the members of her romantic triad—or what the
kids call a throuple (alt. spelling: thruple): the Polish essayist Konstanty "Kot" Jelensky as the King,
Fini as the Queen, and Italian surrealist Stanislao Lepri as the Jack. 

OCLC locates two examples as of March, 2025 (though calling for only the one pack of cards), at
Yale and the Getty.

References: 
Encyclopedia Britannica
Jean-Pierre Seguin and Cécile de Jandin, Cinq siècles de cartes à jouer en France, 267

Price: $1,500

A handsome example indeed

9. Nathaniel Whittock

The Costumes of the Members of the University of Oxford

London: Drawn, Engraved & Published by N. Whittock, [ca. 1840s]. Small 12mo; publisher's green
cloth stamped in gilt; engraved title and seventeen hand-colored engravings of contemporary
academic outfits folded concertina style; this the variant with the Chancellor holding a piece of
paper in his left hand (a variant depicts the Duke of Wellington instead). Mild rubbing and soiling to
boards, binding otherwise sound. Initials to front pastedown; minor toning to edges of pages; else
unmarked and a Very Good and handsome example. 

Price: $350

Instilling "genteel Behaviour and agreeable Complaisance"

10. Darton and Harvey [publishers]

The Polite Academy; or, School of behavior for young gentlemen and ladies. Intended as a
foundation for good manners and polite address

London: Printed for Darton and Harvey, B. Crosby, and B.C. Collins. By B.C. Collins, Salisbury,
n.d. [ca. 1790s]. Tenth Edition. Small 12mo (11.5cm.); full 19th-century crimson gilt-tooled straight-
grained morocco by R.W. Smith, gilt spine in six compartments, all edges gilt, marbled endpapers,
blue laid flyleaves; 145,[1]pp.; twelve leaves of engraved copper plates (bound without final blank
else collated complete). Leather a bit rubbed along margins, small chip mid-spine and at spine foot,
one plate separated but present, ownership rubber-stamp of Alexander Gardyne dated 1883 on title
page verso, else a Very Good, straight and sound copy.

Enormously popular and now quite rare in any edition, The Polite Academy provided a guide to its
adolescent readers on how to adopt "genteel Behaviour and agreeable Complaisance," as well as
how to carry oneself while walking, how to salute and curtsey, and how to dance the minuet. The
text also devotes rather extensive real estate to the story of Beauty and the Beast translated from the
French fairy tale of Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve, first published in 1740. 

ESTC T155219.
Price: $500

Surrender or perish

11. [Anti-Fascism] Il Comitato di Liberazione Nazionale

[Broadside] Arrendersi o Perire Tedeschi e Fascisti Scegliete la Resa o la Morte

[Rome?]: Il Comitato di Liberazione Nazionale, [ca. 1943]. Printed broadside (26.5x42cm). Light
edgewear, creasing, and smudging; surface tears to rear with very faint adhesive remnant suggesting
 contemporary use; Very Good.

Il Comitato di Liberazione Nazionale was an anti-fascist political and military organization formed
in Italy in 1943 to support the Italian Resistance and fight Nazi occupation. The text here reads,
"Surrender or Perish Germans and Fascists Choose surrender or death. For those who surrender we
guarantee the application of international conventions," (our translation). An unrecorded, heartening
record of the Italian Resistance. 

Price: $450

How not to curl up with a book

12. Bess M. Mensendieck

"It's Up To You"

New York: Mensendieck System Main School, 1931. First American Edition. Octavo (20.5cm.);
publisher's cloth, brown topstain, in white photo-illustrated dust jacket; viii,200pp.; photographic
illus. throughout. Light wear to jacket margins including a few small closed tears, one at top margin
of upper panel only just touching text, moderate dustiness, spine cocked, rear board a bit spotted,
endpapers toned, else a Very Good copy overall.

Uncommon guide to posture and "intellectualized and non-intellectualized flesh and the consequent
dangers or treasures which are bound up in the performance of everyday acts." Mensendieck first
studied under the American physical culturalist Genevieve Stebbins (1857-1934), "who developed a
feminine expression patterned on the body semiotics of François Delsarte...But Mensendieck
departed from this 'classical' tradition of bodily education by linking cultivation of a woman's
personality to the efficient and beautiful performance of ordinary, practical actions" (Toepfer, p. 40).
Subsequently, the text here is generously illustrated with photographs of a single model, often nude
or nearly-so, doing everyday things using different postures: slumped over her drinks tray, straight-
backed while answering the telephone. 

A native New Yorker, Bess Mensendieck was a physician and gymnastics instructor who pioneered
the "function exercise" for women. She first found success in Weimar Germany where this book was
a best-seller. She also established schools in Austria, Holland, Denmark, and Czechoslovakia before
returning to New York to open the Mensendieck System Main School on West 59th Street. 

Reference: Karl Toepfer, Empire of Ecstasy: Nudity and Movement in German Body Culture, 1910-
1935 (2023). 

Price: $500

"as bad as any white boy artist out there" - Hilton Als

13. James Baldwin

Giovanni's Room

London: Michael Joseph, 1957. First UK Edition. Octavo; publisher's cloth in pictorial dust jacket
retaining original price; 220,[2]pp. Jacket with a couple shallow nicks to edges, closed tear with
associated creasing to bottom edge of rear panel. Boards show light shelfwear. Binding sound.
Pencil annotation to front free endpaper; toning and spotting to endpapers; interior else unmarked; a
Very Good or better copy. 

Initially rejected by Baldwin's publisher Knopf, Giovanni's Room remains one of the author's most
revered works. As Hilton Als writes in his 2019 essay "Giovanni's Room Revisited," "Baldwin
wanted to prove in this book what he had left American to prove, that he was not 'merely' a Negro
writer, that he would not let his talent be defined by racial subjects, that he was important enough
and as bad as any white boy artist out there. Badder, even, since Giovanni's Room was about sex in a
way none of those guys—Jones, Mailer, etc.—could, up to that point, ever relax long enough to
explore fully in their fiction."

Bixby-Baldwin A3.b
Price: $900

"[I]f I could make one change, I would choose education."

14. Nikki Giovanni

Typed Letter Signed to George Sullivan

New York: June 4, 1975. Two-page typed letter signed (approx. 800 words) on Encore letterhead
addressed to a Mr. George Sullivan of E. 33rd Street in New York. Previous folds, minor wrinkling
and toning, small holes at top left-hand corner from removed staple, else Very Good.

Excellent letter from the late poet and activist Nikki Giovanni (1943-2024), at the time already the
author of more than five lauded works of poetry as well as a popular figure on the variety show
Soul! The letter is evidently in response to Sullivan's asking her for her opinion on what are the main
problems facing the United States at the time and what, in her opinion, would be the one act or law
that "will somehow cure our national disease."

Giovanni delineates in several long and detailed paragraphs her vision for the future of the nation:
income redistribution as well as acknowledging the problems of democracy: "we think Democracy
means every one has a voice. It may mean that, but its [sic] totally unworkable. Everyone who is 18
has a vote, but an effective voice? No."

Most important of all, however, is education. "[I]f I could make one change, I would choose
education. I think an enlightened populace will never be long fooled. I would choose to have as our
number one national priority the teaching of teachers. We need to go right to the basics of reading,
writing, mathematics, and we need to at least triple our output of teachers. We need to thoroughly
integrate our schools from kindergarten through college. That would be a massive effort, but if we
don't seriously set about making our people, not only literate, but concerned and viscerally aware
that other people live on this earth, and that mankind shares the air and the seas with other creatures,
we are going to lose it all."

Nearly fifty years later, on March 12, 2025, an executive order was handed down to cut the
Department of Education in half. 

Price: $750

The perfect Robert Redford vehicle

15. Bernard Malamud

The Natural

New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1952. First Edition Stated. Octavo (21 cm); publisher's
cloth in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($3.00); 237pp. Advance copy with slip tipped
to first free endsheet. Jacket generally rubbed, chipped, and creased at margins with minor tears to
each panel and most joints with minor loss to tail of spine and front flap joint. Dust-soiled, light
soiling at back panel, toned at margins and creased on front panel margins. Water staining to bottom
of front flap joint, also visible at verso. Board corners and spine ends bumped, rubbed, and lightly
worn. Discoloration at top margin and lightly dust-soiled overall. Pages lightly toned at margins.
Pencil at top corners of first free endsheet and half-title, otherwise pages clean. A Very Good or
better copy in a Very Good dust jacket. 

Malamud's first novel follows baseball prodigy Roy Hobbs returning to the field after being shot in
the stomach by a crazed fan. He wins games, loses loves, and possibly takes bribes. The story is
loosely based on the shooting and comeback of Philadelphia Phillies player Eddie Waitkus  (both
played baseball and were shot by women), but otherwise share few similarities. It was adapted in
1984 into a movie of the same name starring Robert Redford. 

Lepper 291
Price: $1,500

Critical of the Venezuelan government and perhaps a false imprint

16. A[ntonio] Macias del Real

Venezuela por Dentro y sus Politicos por Fuera

New York: s.i., 1895. First Edition. Slim octavo (22.5cm.); publisher's red decorative cloth stamped
in gilt, marbled endpapers; 42pp. Cloth soiled and upper cover unevenly faded, some scuffing with
brief exposure at corners, boards a bit bowed, textblock uniformly toned, else Very Good, internally
clean and sound.

Unrecorded, highly-critical report by the Spanish-born journalist written for his compatriots back in
Spain regarding the political situation in Venezuela. Presumably published in New York to avoid
censorship, though this may in fact be a false imprint. The work includes brief sketches of the
President Joaquin Crespo as well as his ministers and the hypocrisy of their government. A couple
paragraphs are also given to cultural establishments like the theater, the banking system, and the
Masonic Temple. The work concludes with Macias del Real assuring his readers that the country
does indeed have many fine and competent authors, doctors, and engineers, they simply never come
close to power to keep from being contaminated by it.

No copies in the trade or OCLC as of February, 2025. 
Price: $500

Rare cookbook written for the working men and women of Mexico by a
"revolutionary woman"

17. Ana Maria Hernandez

Libro Social y Familiar para la Mujer Obrera y Campesina Mexicana [Cover title: Como mejorar la
alimentación del obrero y campesino]

Irapuato, Guanajuato, Mexico: Imprenta Moderna, 1934. Primera Edición. Octavo (19.5cm.);
publisher's grey pictorial wrappers; 154pp.; photographic author portrait on dedication page. Light
wear and soil to wrappers from handling, textblock uniformly toned, else a Very Good and sound
example.

Rare cookbook for the working man and woman of Mexico (the title literally translates as "How to
improve the nutrition of workers and peasants"). The author Ana Maria Hernandez, a former teacher,
hoped that this effort, "made from the heart of a revolutionary woman, will be for the good of [her]
country and race" (from the introduction, our translation). Indeed, the work is even dedicated to
Saturnino Cedillo, the Mexican Revolutionary. 

The cookbook is divided by ingredients or course (sopas, cereales, el frijol, etc). Chayotes can
prepared in four different ways (empanizados, gratinados, rellenos, ensalada). Chalupas and tostadas
also make an appearance. A delicious and rare Depression-era Mexican cookbook. 

OCLC locates just two copies of this first edition as of March, 2025, at UCLA and UCSD
Price: $750

Extensively used by a contemporary student

18. Thomas Hervey

The Writer's Time Redeemed, and Speaker's Words Recalled, By a Pen shap'd both for oral
Expedition, and the most legible Plainness and Punctuality: or Annet's Short-hand Perfected

Kendal: Printed by W. Pennington, and sold by J. Smith, Bradford; J. Matthews, No. 18 in the
Strand, and Alexander Hogg, in Pater-noster-Row, London, [1779]. First Edition. Slim octavo
(19.5cm.); contemporary straight-grained morocco over marbled paper-covered boards; [5],v-xviii,
[1],92,[4]pp. (collated complete); four plates printed on two folding leaves (N.B. Plates II and IV
bound in front, I and III bound in rear). Boards quite rubbed and worn along margins, spine leather
significantly dried with extensive scuffing, leaves rather browned and brittle, contemporary
ownership signature of a Robert Sandys, Ulverstone, in English roman letters and in short-hand, to
front free endpaper, extensive manuscript marginalia in his hand throughout; a Good to Very Good
copy of this exceedingly rare manual. Final four pages of text devoted to the list of 120 subscribers
which begins with Miss Betsy Armitage of Leeds, one of just three women who ordered a copy. 

Described in the catalog of E.N. Miner's collection of shorthand works as "one of the earliest
attempts to produce a phonetic system" (Stenographer and Phonographic World, Vol. 18 (1901), p.
395). Though the author Thomas Hervey acknowledged Peter Annet's contribution to a shorthand
alphabet in the title, his system only borrows eight letters from Annet's alphabet, the rest entirely
Hervey's own invention. Rather oddly, and perhaps uniquely, his system introduced line length and
thickness. The complexity of the system, as well as the difficulty of accurately conveying line length
and thickness, raised the ire of more than one student of short hand: "[it] render[s] an obscure system
still more obscure"; "confusion worse confounded"; "combines faults of Annet with absurdities
peculiar to itself...[Hervey] proceeds through the alphabet in a method so complex, confused, and
indistinct, as equally to baffle the attention of the learner, and excite the astonishment of the
professor" (all quotes borrowed by us  from Edward Pocknell in Pocknell's Legible
Shorthand (1881), p. 72). 

Despite the difficulty of the system, this copy was well-used by contemporary owner Robert Sandys,
most likely a relation of the subscriber Miles Sandys, also of Ulverstone. Evidently many of the
citizens of Ulverstone were somewhat in thrall to the remarkable Reverend Thomas Hervey, the
opening text including a poem dedicated to him signed simply D.G. of Ulverstone, dated July 24,
1779 (p. [xix]).

ESTC 105667; see also Westby-Gibson, The Bibliography of Shorthand, pp. 92-3. 
Price: $1,500

A pioneer work in the popularization of science, rare in dust jacket

19. Arabella B. Buckley

The Fairy-Land of Science

New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1887. Later Printing. Octavo (19cm.); publisher's green
pictorial cloth stamped in black and gilt, in cream pictorial dust jacket repeating the same illustration
as the binding in black and coral pink (probably once red), brown glazed endpapers; viii,244,[8]pp.
A few small chips and shallow chewing along bottom margin of upper jacket panel, red spine titling
faded, the whole a bit dust-soiled, corners very slightly nudged and textblock a shade toned, else a
Near Fine copy in a Very Good example of the rare jacket. 

Immensely popular collection of lectures on science for children by one of the most successful
popularizers of science and evolution of her day. For more than a decade, between 1864 and 1875,
the author worked as the secretary to Sir Charles Lyell, a geologist and close associate of Darwin's
and during this time Buckley became "personally familiar with the leading scientists of the day."

The lectures collected here were first delivered at St. John's Wood in 1877 "to a large audience of
children and their friends," generating immediate interest by the way the author "borrowed the
language of fairy stories and wizardry to reinforce her ultimate belief that the wonders of science not
only parallel but surpassed the wonders of fairy land." Lectures included "Sunbeams, and the work
they do"; "A drop of water on its travels"; "The Life of a Primrose"; and "The history of a piece of
coal." 

See the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography for more information
Price: $1.250

"Had I been a man I should certainly have fallen in love with her"

20. Mary W. Shelley

Frankenstein: or, The Modern Prometheus [Sheridan Family Copy]

London: Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1832. Third revised edition, second issue with cancel
title page dated 1832. Two volumes bound in one as usual (see below); small octavo (17cm.);
contemporary half brown morocco over marbled boards, gilt-lettered spine in six compartments, all
edges marbled, marbled endpapers; xii,202; [2],163pp.; engraved frontispiece and added title page
(dated 1831) by Theodor von Holst at head of the Frankenstein volume. 

Spine leather a bit sunned, corners nudged, light toning to textblock with one brief pencil mark on p.
ix where Shelley has written "Invention, it must be humbly admitted, does not consist of creating out
of a void, but out of chaos." A Very Good example. 

The first illustrated edition of Mary Shelley's masterpiece, issued here as part of Bentley's Standard
Novels series and bound as usual with the first volume of Friedrich Schiller's The Ghost-Seer! This
would be the final edition in which Shelley herself had an editorial hand and she provided a new
introduction to the work at the request of the publishers. "I am the more willing to comply, because I
shall thus give a general answer to the question, so very frequently asked me—'How I, then a young
girl, came to think of, and to dilate upon, so very hideous an idea?'" (p. [v]).

Provenance: Contemporary armorial ex libris of English Whig politician and satellite literary figure
Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1806-1888), grandson of the dramatist of the same name, son of the
novelist Caroline Henrietta Callender, and brother of novelist Caroline Norton, who became a close
confidante of Mary Shelley's during the 1830s. Sheridan and his family were known for their parties
and literary soirees, which Mary Shelley attended around the time this edition was released and
where she may have made the acquaintance of Sheridan's beautiful, ill-married sister Caroline
Norton (1808-1877). It is unclear exactly when the two women met but by 1834 theirs had become a
warm and intimate relationship between two extraordinary literary women. 

At the time of their meeting, Caroline Norton was in the midst of a scandalous and ultimately
devastating divorce from her abusive spouse, the failed Tory politician George Norton, who resented
that his wife's literary success with her novel The Sorrows of Rosalie (1829) was the primary source
of the family income. When he finally divorced her he took not only the couple's three children, but
also gained the right to his wife's financial proceeds from her literary works. Caroline Norton
published a series of pamphlets detailing these experiences, which contributed to reforms which
protected women's property and custody of children. 

Caroline Norton, despite this public and scandalous tragedy, had a great number of admirers, many
of them romantic, and it has been conjectured that Mary Shelley was possibly besotted with her
when they first became close. To her friend Edward John Trelawny she wrote one day, "I do not
wonder at your being able to deny yourself the pleasure of Mrs. Norton's society. I never saw a
woman I thought so fascinating. Had I been a man I should certainly have fallen in love with her."
The following day, Mrs. Norton very much still on her mind, Shelley wrote to her friend Maria
Gisborne, describing Norton as "a wonderful creation possessing wit, beauty and sweetness in their
highest grade" (see The Journals of Mary Shelley, 1814-1844 (1987), p. 614).

Sadleir 3734a
Price: $15,000

Mary Shelley in the publisher's magenta moiré silk

21. [Mary Shelley et al] Frederic Mansel Reynolds [ed.]

The Keepsake for MDCCCXXIX

London: Published for the Proprietor by Hurst, Chance, and Co., 65, St. Paul's Churchyard, and R.
Jennings, 2, Poultry, [1828]. First Edition. Octavo (19cm.); publisher's magenta moiré  silk, gilt-
lettered spine, all edges gilt, binder's ticket of F. Westley to rear pastedown; vii,[1],360pp.; engraved
presentation plate with initials "S.W.," frontispiece and added title page, sixteen (16) leaves of plates
throughout (collated complete). Some scuffing at corners and spine ends with brief exposure, front
hinge just starting, else a Very Good, internally clean and sound copy, housed in modern linen
clamshell box. Rather pretty orange contemporary bookseller ticket to front pastedown of George
Gregory, "Bookseller to H.M. Queen Alexandra."

Magnificent example of this scarce gift annual with contributions by Sir Walter Scott, Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and Mary Shelley, listed here simply as "the author of
Frankenstein." The short story appears on p. 80 under the title "The Sisters of Albano," adorned with
an accompanying engraving. As with her masterpiece Frankenstein, Shelley returns to the nesting
story within a story which opens with a pleasure party on the banks of Lake Albano observing a
young couple, a peasant carrying a rifle and his female companion. Thus sets off this tragic
examination of "the mingling of love with crime," the story of sisters Maria and Anina, the elder a
devout nun, the younger an adolescent who commits a crime for love that lands her before the
executioner. In an act of desperation the sisters exchange garbs when Maria comes to visit Anina in
order to save her but tragedy comes for all the characters in the end.

Price: $1,250

"parody upon the Art of binding"

22. A.J. McDonald [ed.]; Sarah Helen Whitman et al [contrs.]

The Rainbow. 1847

New York: A.L Harrison, 1847. First Edition. Octavo (20cm.); publisher's "stereographic" binding
signed in gilt at head and tail of spine, full tan calf elaborately tooled in gilt with green and red
detailing, all edges gilt, a personalized copy inscribed in gilt titling to upper cover "Miss Lois P.
Shipman / Jan. 1st 1847" and on rear cover "When This You See / Remember Me,"
chromolithographed endpapers in a gilt and blued design  to imitate a doublure; viii,[9]-272pp.;
added engraved title page, nine leaves of plates (collated complete). 

Leather a bit dried and rubbed along margins, rear joint starting to crack, textblock quite foxed, one
gathering proud, else a Very Good, still quite brilliant copy. Additional contemporary manuscript
inscription mounted to front free endpaper: "Presented to Miss Lois P. Shipman as a memorial of
affection By her Friend John B. Clayton."

Splendid and storied gift book in the publisher's "stereographic" binding which employed a means of
using a single stamp to create an elaborate and easy-to-reproduce design: "The presumed advantage
of the process was...the facility with which, by the application of different colors, to the
compartments, mapped out by one and the self-same brass stamp, a surprising, and one may add a
startling variety of effects could be produced. This parody upon the Art of binding seems to have
met with the disfavor it deserved" (Catalogue of Ornamental Bookbindings Executed in America
Prior to 1850  (1907), no. 122). As Kevin MacDonnell describes it, this gift book (the publisher's
only book), was a "flop" and Harrison tried to pawn off the remainders by adding an 1848 cancel to
the spine and doctored an extra "I" to the title page date, "the most over‑wrought example of a gift
book trying to look like a gift annual."

Disfavor or not, The Rainbow  is considered one of the more fascinating antebellum gift books
published in the United States, including poems by the transcendentalist Poe paramour Sarah Helen
Whitman as well as suffragist and abolitionist Frances H. Green. It also  represented more works
from the South than any of its contemporary counterparts, with authors hailing from Mississippi,
Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and both Carolinas. 

References:
Kevin MacDonnell, "The American Gift Book" 
Catalogue of Ornamental Bookbindings Executed in America Prior to 1850
See also Faxon 676

Price: $2,000

heads

23. Tom Stoppard

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead [Signed]

London: Faber and Faber, 1967. First Paperback Edition. Octavo (20cm); printed blue and pink dust
jacket attached down spine over plain white wraps; 96pp. Jacket is price-clipped, with a faint crease
to front panel at fore-edge, light rubbing at spine ends, and some faint smudging to rear. Binding is
sound and pages unmarked. 

Signed by Stoppard without inscription on half title. 4000 copies of the paperback edition were
printed and appeared May 7th 1967, following the 1500-copy hardcover run by three days.

Baker & Wachs A1.b
Price: $1,500

That rickety myth

24. Eve Babitz

Slow Days, Fast Company: The World, the Flesh, and L.A.

New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1977. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's cloth-backed boards, dark red
topstain,  in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($7.95);  178pp. A few chips to jacket
margins with brief split to front fold; spine toned. Boards shelfworn with adjacent toning and mild
bowing to boards approaching fore-edge. Binding sound and pages unmarked. A Very Good copy of
Babitz's second work, ten stories from "that other planet, rickety myth, demi-paradise that is L.A.,"
(from front flap), following her debut three years prior, Eve's Hollywood.

Price: $850

Tragic romance inscribed to Clarence Darrow whilst between marriages

25. [Clarence Darrow] Beatrice Harraden

Ships That Pass in the Night [Inscribed and Signed to Clarence Darrow]

London: Lawrence and Bullen, 1900. Twentieth Edition. Octavo (19.5cm); publisher's green
decorative cloth, upper cover stamped in black, gilt-lettered spine, black glazed endpapers;
viii,200,12pp. Light shelf wear, corners bumped, spine a bit cocked, else a Very Good and sound
copy. Inscribed and signed "For Mr C S Darrow, with Beatrice Harraden's greetings / July 1900." 

The suffragist author's first novel, preceded only by a children's book a few years earlier. This
romance, which coined the term "two ships passing in the night," was an overnight success, selling a
million copies and reinforcing that the Victorian hunger for tales of true love thwarted by a beautiful
death is bottomless. Sadly Harraden saw none of the riches from her book's success, having sold the
rights to her publishers for practically nothing and while she went on to write many more novels,
none of them enjoyed the same success as her first.

This copy inscribed to the young labor lawyer Clarence Darrow who in 1900 would have been
between marriages. Whether he and Harraden ever met is up for debate, though she did travel to
California dodging a lifetime of ill health. Darrow was sympathetic to the cause of woman's suffrage
for which Harraden expended much of her energy—she was active back in England with the
Women's Social and Political Union and the Women Writers' Suffrage League. 

Years later, after his success serving as the defense in the Scopes Monkey Trial, Darrow wrote his
memoir The Story of My Life, in which he pays homage to his mother. "She was an ardent woman's-
rights advocate, as they called the advanced woman seventy years ago." He also credited her with
saving the family from penury. 

A moving association of a long-forgotten best-seller. 

References:

Clarence Darrow, The Story of My Life.
American National Biography
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

Price: $1,250

Signed limited edition broadside

26. Jorge Luis Borges

Laberinto [Signed by Borges]

[West Branch, Iowa]: Printed at the Toothpaste Press for Bookslinger Editions, 1982. Limited
Edition of 90 copies signed by Jorge Luis Borges. Original illustrated broadside (27x37cm);  text
printed in black with blue labyrinth illustration. Mild wear to edges; Near Fine. Printed for a reading
at the Walker Arts Center in Minneapolis and showcasing one of the author's best-known poems,
"Laberinto," from Elogio de la Sombra, published in 1969. A lovely late-career survival.  

Price: $1,500

The Afro-Dominican Surrealist author's first book, inscribed to André Breton

27. Aida Cartagena Portalatín; [Eugenio] Fernandez Granell [vignettes]

Vispera del Sueño, Poemas para un Atardecer [Inscribed by Cartagena Portalatin to Andre Breton]

Ciudad Trujillo, Republica Dominicana: Ediciones "La Poesia Soprendida" Coleccion "El Desvelado
Solitario," 1944. First Edition. Quarto; publisher's dark blue die-cut  wrappers printed in gilt;.
[12]pp.; three vignettes by Spanish surrealist artist Grenell, title page printed in red and black. Light
edgewear, minor smudging, horizontal fold echoing through interior. Binding sound; toning to
edges; Very Good.  Inscribed by Cartagena Portalatin to French surrealist Andre Breton with
inscription, "el gran poeta que tanto admiro, Aida." 

The Dominican author's first work, forming part of the extraordinary output of the Dominican anti-
fascist and surrealist avant-garde literary movement known as "La Poesia Soprendida." The
movement is all the more remarkable as it prevailed under the brutal regime of Rafael Trujillo.
Cartagena Portalatín highlighted and interrogated the struggles of being a Black woman in the
Caribbean throughout her career with later poems such as "Una Mujer Esta Sola," and another
lamenting the fact that the seven children from her mother's womb will become another racial
problem in Dallas, Memphis, or Birmingham, "ni blancos ni negros," (neither white nor black). For
decades the author returned to these themes: "For Aída Cartagena Portalatín, the search for psychic
wholeness begins with revisiting notions of identity and the entire process of cultural conditioning to
change the way in which black women see themselves and in which traditionally they have been
seen," (Roberts). 

Though praised throughout her lifetime, contemporary editions of Aída Cartagena Portalatín's work
are quite uncommon in retail. We locate four copies of this inaugural work in OCLC, at Library of
Congress, Northwestern, Notre Dame, and the University of Puerto Rico. 

References: 

Nicole Roberts, "Racialised Identities, Caribbean Realities: Analysing Black Female Identity  in
Hispanic Caribbean Poetry." Caribbean Review of Gender Studies, Issue I.
Margaret Busby, Daughters of Africa pp, 276-277

Price: $2500

"¡A LAS COSAS de Helene!"

28. Aida Cartagena Portalatin

Escalera Para Electra

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic: Editora Taller, 1975. First Authorized Edition. Octavo;
original blue pictorial wrappers;  152pp.; errata. Wrappers lightly worn and creased with old
dampstain to rear; curling to corners. Binding sound; spotting to front free endpaper; interior else
unmarked. A clearly used but still Very Good copy of the first authorized edition of the Dominican
author's post-modernist novel, originally published in 1970 but republished here with the author's
note: "The author rejects the first edition of this novel due to multiple errors which harmed the text."
A gender-reorienting Domican retelling of Sophocles'  Elektra,  Escalera Para Elektra  is one of
Cartagena Portalatin's most studied and celebrated works, though it remains quite uncommon in
retail.

References:

Smita Tripathi. "'Electra Nacio en mi Pueblo,': Alternate Spaces of Dominican National Belonging in
the Work of Aida Cartagena Portalatin,” LL Journal: Volume 19, No. 22, 2024

Lorna V. Williams. "The Inscription of Sexual Identity in Aida Cartagena Portalatin's Escalera Para
Electra," Hispanic Issue, Volume 112, Number 2, March 1997, pp. 219-231

Price: $200

Rare map for the blind

29. G.W. Bacon & Co. [publisher]

[Raised Relief Map for the Blind] England and Wales

London: G.W. Bacon & Co., n.d. [ca. 1920s]. Color-printed raised relief map (34.5x28cm.), text and
image printed lithograph with embossed braille lettering over title, along bottom edge, and in image.
Some wear along margins with light bumping at corners, minor dust-soil, very occasional and faint
red ink underlining to a few cities, else Very Good.

Scarce example of an embossed map for the blind issued by the prolific London publisher.
Landmarks are indicated in braille as well as with circular and square embossed spots, while ridges
are raised for tactile reading. A small inset map of London is also included, though this portion of
the map is not embossed. 

We find no exact holdings of this map in OCLC as of March, 2025. We do locate a similar copy at
the Boston Public Library, though theirs has slightly smaller measurements and a different copyright
(J-1261, whereas ours is K.388). 

Price: $1,500

Adorned with title page engraved by Rubens, inscribed by the author

30. [Plantin Press] Agostino Mascardi; Peter Paul Rubens [engraving]

Augustini Mascardi Silvarum Libri IV. Ad Alexandrum Principem Estensem S.R.E. Cardinalem
[Inscribed by Mascardi]

Antverpiae [Antwerp]: Ex Officina Plantiniana, 1622. First Edition. Quarto (24cm.); full
contemporary parchment, manuscript spine titling; [16],202,[4]pp. (collated complete); engraved
title page signed in image "Pet. Paul. Rubenius pinxit," woodcut initials throughout. Ex-Vatican
Library with their 19th-century shelf labels and deaccessioned rubberstamps throughout, leather ties
perished, textblock a bit browned, hinges very slightly starting, though when held to the light sheet
music wastepaper is pleasingly visible; a Very Good copy overall.

Inscribed "Ex Dono Authoris" along bottom margin of title page to the Society of Jesus, with the
manuscript ownership inscription of the "Coll. Rom. Soc. Jesu" at head of title page. At the time of
publication the author Agostino Mascardi (1590-1640) was "one of the most important intellectuals
at the court of Urban VIII" (Bertram, p. 184). Having been expelled from the Society of Jesus seven
years earlier, Mascardi had found patronage with the d'Esme and Barberini families who footed the
bill for this edition of his poetry sumptuously (and expensively) adorned with a title page by Rubens.
Whether the inscription from the author to the Society was a jab or an olive branch is left to be
uncovered.

Graesse IV, p. 436; see also Gitta Bertram's Peter Paul Rubens as a Designer of Title Pages.
Price: $1,500

Not your nonna's chess game (unless your nonna was a card-carrying
Fascist)

31. [Chess Variants] Mario Barbini

[Unpublished Illustrated Typescript] La Battaglia: Nuovo Giuoco a Scacchi Italiano (The Battle:
New Italian Chess Game) [Signed and with hand-inked diagrams by the author / illustrator]

[Livorno?]: Mario Davide Barbini di Ubaldo, 1926. Octavo (22cm); textured beige cloth with gilt
lettering to spine; 91pp.; manuscript title page, diagrams, and chapter titles inked in black and red
throughout, the remaining text  typescript in Italian. Boards bumped at corners with brief exposure
and top inch of spine chipped away, with a large dampstain to rear, not affecting interior. One leaf
(pp. 13/14) loose but present. Small pencil note on rear free endpaper, else interior unmarked.

The advertisement quietly promises a “little book for teaching the modern chess game” by “Mario
Davide Barbini di Ubaldo, employed in the Livorno Plant of the Italian American Petroleum
Company of Genoa,” but a glance at the diagrams quickly disorients the reader into a wholly
reimagined game of Barbini’s invention — a “Knightly game,” he writes in his introduction, in
which “with another geometric figure I was able to compose a game BIGGER, RICHER, MORE
COMPLICATED, and MORE FUN.” Barbino’s variant, The Battle, consists of 352 equilateral
triangles, offering “a more extensive plan of action” in “three game sectors instead of two” (called
“Fortresses”), with pieces having both “surprising and characteristic movements” and the ability for
“temporarily lost pieces [to be] put back into play.” It was his contemplation of a “Chivalric battle of
intelligence” and a fair bit of national pride — “THE DOMINATING ITALIAN SPIRIT that put me
at war with the great Brahmin Sirsa [sic]” (the mythic inventor of chess) — which led Barbini to
conceptualize his new, beautiful game. His introduction ends in dedication and homage to King
Vittorio Emanuele III, Benito Mussolini, and Costanzo Ciano, with Barbini’s autograph signature
beneath. 

The book itself consists of rules and game scenarios, with calligraphic manuscript chapter headings
in red and hand-drawn game board diagrams inked in red and black. He closes the volume affirming
his belief that the “intelligence and the broad-mindedness, typical of the ITALIAN people, will
surely find ready application in the game,” and thus releases it into the world:

“Go BATTLE in the winter evenings, in the aristocratic salons, in the modest rooms of the wealthy
classes, on the tables of the good worker and gather around you the serene minds and spirits of those
who love the long-lasting toils, the family and the hearth that gathers it.

Go BATTLE, Italian game, and be proud of the beautiful Land where you were born: THE SACRED
AND INVIOLABLE HOMELAND: ITALY!”

Despite the author’s enthusiasm, we have found no other references to the game itself besides a
patent (simply titled “Royal Italian Chess Game”) for a factory model of the board and pieces filed
with the Ministero dell'Economia Nazionale dated March 8th, 1930, with no evidence that it ever
went into production.

This mock-up apparently unpublished and missed or ignored by The Classified Encyclopedia of
Chess Variants (2007), nor have we found other references to the game itself beyond a patent. Partial
transliteration available upon request.

Price: $1,250

"I can't yet get my consent to burn it up"

32. [Herbarium - Kentucky] Margaret E. Cochran [nee Thorpe]

Herbarium Scrapbook, 1838-1909

Louisville, KY et al: 1838-1909. Quarto (26cm); half crimson roan over blue paper-covered boards,
elaborate gilt spine and gilt-lettered "Herbarium" label to upper cover; [132]ll. filled nearly to
completion with floral samples captioned in ink manuscript. Boards quite scuffed with exposure
along margins, both joints starting to split , top third of spine perished, though rather pleasingly
exposing blue ribbon and pictorial wastepaper beneath, a few flower samples starting to perish, dark
offsetting of samples to facing leaves as to be expected, else a Good example of this splendid
compilation. 

Herbarium-cum-friendship album kept by Louisville, Kentucky, native Margaret E. Thorpe (1820-
1919) containing two hundred and fifteen (215) plant samples. The front free endpaper bears the
inscription, "M.E. Thorpe / July 2nd 1838 / Presented by her friend Rev. John Tevis / Science Hill
Academy / to be used for pressed plants and flowers illustrating the science of Botany." Beneath it is
the touching inscription by Thorpe herself, written more than sixty years later, "I had such pleasure
in making this hortus [?] I can't yet get my consent to burn it up—knowing that it can never interest
any one after me. June 1900." On the verso Thorpe has added "I brushed the specimens lightly with
corrosive sublimate dissolved in whiskey to keep of [sic] small insects—effectual." 

Wonderful  survival given Thorpe's inclination to "burn it up," preserving more than two hundred
plant samples across the American South, including clippings from Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee,
and Missouri, as well as cuttings made in Scotland and England, which Thorpe visited with her
husband Thomas E. Cochran in 1863 (though the captions are only added much later, in 1909, when
Thorpe was nearly ninety years old).

Many of the clippings, however, were given to Thorpe by friends, and many of them are annotated
with their class and order as well as their common name, a verse of relevant poetry, and the
provenance and friend who offered it. Heather and Scotch hawthorn were sent to her by her friend
Jane McNight from Scotland, while six small wildflower clippings hail from her Aunt Jane in
Canada. 

The album also included Mountain Tea from the "Allegheny Mountains Between White and Blue
Sulpher Springs"; Indian Pipe near Fincastle, Virginia; Ivy leaf from the old church near Petersburg,
Virginia; cotton plant sent from Tennessee, in 1881; mountain laird, "poisonous, but not indicated by
externals," from the mountains in Virginia; and a bright white peony sent from "Anne from
Missouri" in 1883. Of special interest is a leaf clipping from the beech tree saved by the Scottish
poet Thomas Campbell, who wrote "The Beech Tree's Petition" for his sister and her pupils in 1800. 

A beautiful and detailed record of plant life in the American Antebellum South. Though she lived a
long life and returned repeatedly to this herbarium even into her late eighties, we know very little
else about Margaret Thorpe apart from her marriage to Thomas B. Cochran, a merchant and judge
from Louisville. 

Price: $4,000

Substantial herbarium from Wisconsin to Hawaii

33. [Herbarium - Wisconsin]

Herbarium Scrapbook, 1901-1929 [Spine title: Wild Flowers 1901]

Chiefly Wisconsin, as well as South Africa, Hawaii, California, Florida, and Tours, France: 1901-
1929. Oversized square quarto (29x27x10cm.); contemporary full brown pictorial gilt-tooled
morocco, marbled endpapers with reinforced hinges; [41]ll. stiff grey stock filled nearly to
completion with wild flower samples, about half captioned in pencil in a juvenile hand. Leather a bit
scuffed along spine edges and corners, spine sunned, a few samples starting to perish, else a Very
Good, sound and beautifully-preserved example.

Chunky herbarium compiled over the course of multiple generations, though sadly free of ownership
inscriptions. The volume contains two hundred and sixty-five (265) examples representing
approximately a hundred and fifty (150) plant species. The earliest page displays edelweiss as well
as leaves of the silver plant native to the Transvaal Valley in South Africa accompanied by a small
mounted printed description, "It is found only on Table Mountain, near Cape Town, and will
probably soon be extinct." (The silver tree remains an endangered species as of today). 

The volume also includes approximately twenty samples from the Hawaiian islands, as well as grass
samples from California and Florida, and mistletoe picked in Tours, France, in 1918. The majority of
the volume, however, represents wild flowers and leaf samples gathered throughout Wisconsin in the
late 1920s, many of them at Forest Park in Kenosha, as well as Ironwood County and Oneida
County. Many of the samples will remain recognizable today: Jack in the Pulpit, phlox, rose,
chamomile, iris, catnip, mandrake, yarrow, lily of the valley, butterfly weed, day lily, strawberry,
crab apple, violet, hawthorn, golden rod, clover, bluebell, columbine, blue vervain, milkweed,
milfoil, wild onion, daisy, thistle, mint, clematis, larkspur, morning glory, orchid, and wild forget-
me-not.

Price: $1,500

Nothin' but net

34. Jessie Tarbox Beals

Collection of Eleven Photographs Taken at Camp Nyoda, Oak Ridge, New Jersey [many signed by
Tarbox]

New York: Jessie Tarbox Beals, n.d. [ca. 1920]. Collection of eleven photographs (ca. 15x23 to
18.5x24cm. or the inverse). Light wear from handling, one image with tiny pinholes in all four
corners, many of the images signed by Beals in pencil or pen in the lower margin, a few images with
manuscript captions and the note "Please return to Mrs. G.D. Smith" on versos, else a Very Good,
bright collection. Date of publication based on Tarbox Beals' rubber-stamps on verso of each image,
providing her studio address 333 Fourth Avenue in New York, which she occupied from around
1920 to 1926. 

Splendid collection of action shots taken at the all-girls Camp Nyoda in Oak Ridge, New Jersey. The
camp, originally affiliated with the Camp Fire Girls of America, was founded in 1917 by Lee and
Glover Smith. Jessie Tarbox Beals' daughter Nanette (b. 1911) was an early attendee, and while her
mother had enjoyed national recognition for her news photographs for nearly two decades, she faced
constant financial struggles. It is possible that Nanette's place at the camp was in part subsidized by
this series of promotional photographs her mother took for the camp. 

The photographs in this collection range across all facets of camp life, including basketweaving
(unfortunately dressed as Native Americans), canoeing, fishing, and shooting. There is also a high
level of pageantry at play here, with several photographs capturing at least four different
performances including tableaux vivant and an elaborate canoe procession. Only two photographs
were taken indoors, a view of the dining hall and a group photograph of a performance in which all
the girls were, again, dressed as Native Americans, the only exception dressed as a ballerina. 

Of particular interest are the photographs of the girls at play, with two action shots of the girls
playing basketball on the tennis courts—Tarbox Beals has even managed to capture the moment
when the ball goes through the hoop. Notably only two photographs identify the girls by name (none
of them Nanette), that of the canoe procession where faces are difficult to make out and that of three
girls with boyish haircuts practicing sharpshooting: Dorothy Dodd, Ada Fuller, and Marva Brown.
One of the largest photographs, showing two girls triumphantly holding up the fish they have just
caught, is sadly uncaptioned. 

A former school teacher and lifetime dynamo, Jessie Tarbox Beals (1870-1972) gained national
recognition for her gumption in documenting the St. Louis World Fair in 1904 where she was
interviewed by the city's newspaper The Focus: "If one is the possessor of health and strength, a
good news instinct...a fair photographic outfit, and the ability to hustle, which is the most necessary
qualification, one can be a news photographer."

Indeed, an ability to hustle and bodily strength were recurring themes in this photographer's
professional biography. Climbing ladders, balancing on top of bookcases, floating in hot air
balloons, all were achieved while lugging about Tarbox Beals' equipment of choice: a 10x8 format
camera weighing in at fifty pounds. In the world of women in photography Tarbox Beals was a
"first" twice over: In 1902 she became the first woman photographer to work for a newspaper,
having been signed on by both the Buffalo Courier and the Buffalo Inquirer. She also taught herself
to take photographs at night, gaining the reputation as the first women night photographer. She also
anticipated Weegee by decades, taking photographs for which news articles were then manufactured.
The present collection showcases her continuing "ability to hustle" in order to get her daughter
through the expenses of summer camp. 

Price: $4,250

A lovely tribute to the late Benedictine nun

35. Soeur Emmanuel de Tourny

La Vie de la Venerable Soeur Emmanuel de Tourny, Religieuse Calvairiene, En Forme de Lettres
avec quelques Exercices de piete qu'elle avoit compose pour son usage & qui sont remplis de
l'amour Divin dont elle etoit embrasee [Bound with] Exercices de Piete' Que La Venerable Soeur
Emmanuel de Tourny, Religieuse Calvairiene avoit compose pour son usage

[N.p.]: [s.i.], 1760. First Edition. Two volumes bound in one; octavo; contemporary cat's paw calf
with gilt decoration and leather spine label, marbled endpapers, all edges stained red; 154; 97pp. +
table. Wear to edges with exposure to corners; binding sound. Chip to corner of front free endpaper;
Notre Dame Verdun cathedral stamps and annotation to preliminaries, interior otherwise unmarked;
a Very Good and sound copy. 

Uncommon volume documenting the works and piety of Sister Emmanuel de Tourny, a Benedictine
nun whose devotion to her faith inspired this publication in her honor soon after her death. Though
little is known of her today, her work and words, whether for various masses or the plague, clearly
inspired her friends and colleagues. An intriguing record of an obscure figure.

OCLC locates three copies of the first title as of September, 2024, Texas A&M only in North
America. BNF only for the second title. No copies in Library Hub or KVK. 

Price: $750

Composed and distributed after Leo Frank's sentencing

36. [Leo Frank] Fiddlin' John Carson

Little Mary Phagan (Sung and played by fiddling John Carson of blue ridge) [drop title]

N.p.: s.i., [ca. 1913]. Mimeographed song lyrics printed from typescript; extensive folds with a few
small chips and splitting, the whole rather soiled, old pencil scribbles to verso, else Very Good and
still quite legible. 

Popular song performed by ace fiddler John Carson shortly after August, 1913, when a jury
convicted Leo Frank for the murder of 13-year-old Mary Phagan. That spring Phagan had been
found strangled on the bottom floor of the National Pencil Factory where she worked the knurling
machine 55 hours a week under Frank's supervision. Shortly before Memorial Day Phagan was laid
off due to a materials shortage but she returned to the factory on Saturday, April 26, 1913, to collect
her final pay, which Frank gave her shortly before noon. After the discovery of her body the
following Monday it was established that Frank was the last person to have seen her alive and he
was shortly thereafter arrested under suspicion of her murder. 

Also called in for questioning were two Black employees at the factory, both mentioned by name in
the song: night watchman Newt Lee and janitor Jim Conley, the latter claiming to have helped Frank
carry the body down from Frank's office to the basement, a complicated journey traversing several
long corridors and a freight elevator. Modern scholars of the case have frequently concluded that
Conley was responsible for Phagan's death, but the atmosphere in Atlanta that summer was
dangerous for a Jewish northerner like Frank, who had come to the city to establish a factory that
exploited child labor. The twelve jurors were greeted everyday as they entered court with the chant
from the crowd "hang the Jew or we’ll hang you." In less than four hours of deliberation they came
down with a unanimous guilty verdict and Frank was sentenced to hang. 

The present song sheet provides an important contribution to the anti-Frank propaganda that
circulated during that time. The words were written after the sentencing but before his sentence was
commuted to life in prison by George Governor John Slaton, whose decision placed both himself
and Frank directly in the path of a lynch mob. Slaton survived thanks to the battalion of the National
Guard deployed to protect him. Frank did not. On the evening of August 16, 1915, a mob which
included several Georgia mayors and the former Georgia governor Joseph Mackey Brown abducted
Frank, drove him all night to Marietta, and at seven in the morning hanged him from a tree. 

The song is remarkable for its attention to the details of the case—it describes Frank recruiting Jim
Conley's help moving the body as well as Newt Lee discovering the following Monday morning.
The song is sympathetic to both Black men: "They took him to the jail-house, / They locked him in a
cell, / But the poor old innocent negro knew nothing for to tell." Frank, on the other hand, greets
Mary Phagan "with a brutely [sic] heart." The song makes no mention of Frank being Jewish or a
northerner, though both aspects raised the enmity of the local Atlantans. 

The song ends: 

"Little Mary is in heaven, while Leo Frank is in jail,
Waiting for the day when he can tell his tale. 
And the jury  found him guilty
Judge Roan passed the sentence—
And you bet he passed it well;
SOLICITOR HUGH M. DORSEY
Sent Leo Frank to hell
Now, God bless her mother..Mrs. E.A. MANN"

OCLC locates multiple recordings of the song, though there is no record for any other copy of this
broadside, which appears to have been cheaply printed and distributed, contributing to the public
frenzy that eventually killed Leo Frank. Just a few weeks after his death B'nai B'rith founded the
Anti-Defamation League.

Price: $650

Anticipating Northanger Abbey by three years

37. Joseph Taylor; Henry Corbould [frontispiece]

Apparitions; or, the Mystery of Ghosts, Hobgoblins, and Haunted Houses, Developed. Being a
collection of entertaining stories founded on fact; and selected for the purpose of eradicating those
ridiculous fears, which the ignorant, the weak, and the superstitious, are but too apt to encourage, for
want of properly examining into the causes of such abused impositions [The Dowager Countess
Grey copy]

London: Printed by Macdonald and Son, Cloth Fair, for Lackington, Allen, and Co. Finsbury Square,
1814. First Edition. 12mo (18.5cm.); contemporary chocolate brown calf over marbled paper-
covered boards, gilt-ruled spine with brown gilt spine label; xi,[12]-223,[3[(ads)pp. (collated
complete); engraved frontispiece "The Haunted Beach" by H. Corbould. Light scuffing to margins,
scattered foxing to textblock, else a Very Good and sound copy. 

Popular collection of anecdotes compiled in an effort to debunk superstitions, in part for the author's
own peace of mind: "In the early part of my life, having read many books in favor of Ghosts and
Spectral Appearance, the recollection remained so strong in my mind, that, for years after, the dread
of phantoms bore irresistible sway" (p. [iii]). The ensuing volume tells tales like that of the man
grappling for his life with a hobgoblin only to discover that it's simply a kindly Friar; ghostly writing
on the wall revealed to be just smears of dirt; or ghosts who turn out to simply be the servants from
the house next door attempting to escape a fire. 

Arguably one of the most tragic stories is that of the Hammersmith Ghost, who frightened a woman
"far advanced in her pregnancy" so badly that she took to her bed and died a couple days later. A
local named Francis Smith took upon himself to shoot down the individual who was dressing up like
a ghost and scaring women to death, and instead shot a bricklayer who dressed in white, "the usual
habiliment of his occupation." Smith was first found guilty of manslaughter, then murder, was
sentenced to death, and then had his sentence commuted to a year in prison. Superstition kills!

Perhaps not coincidentally three years after this work first appeared Jane Austen published a work in
which she explored the themes of superstition and  the debunked ghost story  in her Gothic satire
Northanger Abbey (1817).

Provenance: Ownership signature of the Dowager Countess Grey (1776-1861), wife of Prime
Minister Charles Grey, the 2nd Earl Grey, after whom the bergamot tea is named. A slightly later
armorial ex libris of the Whig politician Charles Shaw-Lefevre, First Viscount of Eversley, to front
pastedown.

Price: $1,250

"probably the most difficult piece of color engraving ever done in this
country"

38. Luxor Price [pseud. John Penry Hyde Price]

The All Mother Goose Panorama

New York: Frederick A Stokes Company / Engraved by Zeese-Wilkinson Company, 1923. First
Edition. Large mounted color lithograph (115x50cm) in black wooden frame without glass
(120x55cm.). Colors a bit faded, dark damp staining along margins, faint surface scratches, small
abrasion to middle of illustration affecting the unicorn of "The Lion and the Unicorn." Overall a
Very Good, complete example of this monumental piece of color printing. Not examined out of
frame.

Very rare lithograph reproduction of a remarkable piece of children's illustration by Luxor Price, the
Welsh-born American artist of several beloved children's books, most notably The Quoks  (1924).
This work was originally executed simply for the pleasure of Price's young son Peter: "One day Mr.
Price took a nice fresh canvas forty-five inches long and twenty high, got out his drawing things,
took Peter on his knee and asked him what he should draw first. Peter said, 'The Fat Man from
Bombay.'" Indeed, the eponymous character sits at the top left-hand corner and for three months
Price and his son worked on fitting in 101 characters from Mother Goose (every character but one).
When the project was finished "Peter insisted on filling the chinks with trains and animals and
flowers and Quoks" (Poughkeepsie Eagle News, Feb. 28, 1927). 

The original drawing was framed and put on display at the local Steele Memorial Library where
more than a thousand children saw it, according to another local newspaper. Not a child, but one of
the drawing's viewers was Frederick A. Stokes himself, who "determined to publish it." He and his
firm called in the expert color engraver at Zeese-Wilkinson, operator of one of the largest color type
plants in the country. Even he said "It can't be done." However, taken by the illustration and the
challenge, the engraver did do it, first by dividing the illustration into three screens (no single screen
was large enough). "Then he had to make negatives for each of the four colors used in the three
sections and match the tones carefully. He had to make fifteen prints before the picture was
finished...As it stands it is probably the most difficult piece of color engraving ever done in this
country" (Elmira Star Gazette, Nov. 30, 1923). 

Once completed, the lithograph was marketed to children's libraries and nurseries across the country,
though today the work has all but disappeared: we have only tracked down one other example
previously on the market, which may very well be the same copy which now resides at Texas A&M. 

Price: $4,500

Early attempt to turn the French away from wine and onto beer

39. Republique Francaise / Ministere de l'Agriculture

Exposition des Bières Francaises et de tous les produits et appareils servant a la fabrication de la
bière, a Paris, Palais de l'Industrie (Grande galerie et pelouses adjacents), du 29 aout au 31 octobre
1887

[Paris]: Imprimerie Nationale, Juillet, 1887. First Edition. Oversized broadside (77.5x57cm) printed
offset in red and black. Previous folds, old tape repair to splits, very brief chipping along bottom
margin, else a Very Good and bright example.

Rare announcement for this exposition on French-made beers and beer manufacturing in general
held at the Palais de l'Industrie, both in the grand hall and the adjacent lawns, from August to
October, 1887. The text provides a detailed schedule for the exposition, including the deadline for
exhibitor applications, ten days of set up, and, most notably, the arrival of the year's harvest of hops
and barley that would be delivered throughout the exhibition between September 15 and October 5. 

A fabulous testament to the rise of beer drinking in France concurrent with industrialization and the
establishment of major breweries. Quite possibly the first of its kind, we find no record of this or any
earlier beer-centric exhibitions listed in the "Paris National and International Exhibitions from 1798
to 1900: A Finding-List of British Library Holdings" compiled by Morna Daniels. 

OCLC locates just one example as of March, 2025, not shockingly in Munich.
Price: $950

"a tremendous thing"

40. E.B. White; Garth Williams [illus.]

Charlotte's Web

New York: Harper & Brothers, 1952. First Edition, stated at copyright page and with "I-B" code
present. Octavo; publisher's cloth in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($2.50), cobweb
endpapers; 184pp.; black and white illus. throughout. Dust jacket lightly chipped at extremities with
a few closed tears; one longer tear from top edge of rear panel with professional repair. Boards show
mild shelfwear and corners slightly bumped. Binding sound. Faint spotting to endpapers and edges
of text block; interior otherwise unmarked. Overall a Very Good copy of White's classic tale. 

Price: $1,500

Rarely found with the Stieglitz photograph

41. Dorothy Norman; Alfred Stieglitz [photograph]

Dualities [Limited Edition, Signed by Norman with photograph by Stieglitz]

New York: Privately Printed for an American Place, 1933. First Edition, Limited Issue of 30
numbered copies signed by Dorothy Norman with an original photograph of Norman by Alfred
Stieglitz, of which this is  no. 17. Octavo; publisher's parchment over black paper-covered
boards;  114pp.; tipped in photography of Stieglitz at head of limitation page.  Staining along top
edge; spine toned; margins a trifle sunned. Binding sound. Spotting to endpapers; many pages
unopened. Leaf with photograph separated but present due to poor glue quality. Good to Very Good,
though lacking the original glassine.

Poetry collection by the activist, photographer, poet, and long-time lover of Alfred Stieglitz. The
work, which is dedicated to Stieglitz, grapples with  themes of gender, spirituality, and mythology.
From a larger print run of 400, we find no records of the 30 numbered copies in retail or auction
with the photograph still present. 

Price: $2,500

Bound in a Zaehnsdorf exhibition binding

42.  [Bindings - Zaehnsdorf] Mrs. Elizabeth Gaskell; Anne Thckeray Ritchie [preface]; Hugh
Thomson [illus.]

Cranford

London: Macmillan and Co., 1894. Early reprint of the Thomson illustrated edition. Octavo; bound
by Zaehnsdorf in crushed green morocco with five raised bands to spine and elaborate floral
decorations to spine and front and rear covers, all edges gilt, marbled endpapers; 297pp.; half-tone
illustrations. Fading to boards with scuffing to top of fore-edge—only a portion of the rear cover
retains the original vibrant green color. Binding sound and pages unmarked; a handsome, Very Good
or better copy. Binding dated 1895 and includes the firm's exhibition blindstamp to rear pastedown;
additional stamp reading "Bound by Zaehnsdorf for Little Brown & Co. Boston" to front free
endpaper.

Gaskell's episodic novel of a genteel group of women and their spinster habits.  Gaskell and her
works have gone through many critical and popular swerves since this novel's initial 1850s
publication. Jenny Uglow argues in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, "Often thought of
as artless, or as a 'natural story-teller', she was in fact a skilled and self-conscious artist, revelling in
the possibilities of genres, playing with narrative stance and ambivalence and literary reference." 

Price: $1,500

Printed by Maria Ibarra

43.  [Writing and Education] [Women Printers] Don Torquato Torio de la Riva y Herrero;
Maria Ibarra [publisher]

Arte de Escribir por Reglas y con Muestras Segun la Doctrina de los Mejores Autores Antiguos y
Modernos, Extrangeros y Nacionales: Acompañado de unos Principios de Aritmética, Gramática y
Ortografía Castellana

Madrid: En la Imprenta de la Viuda de Don Joaquin Ibarra [a.k.a. Maria Ibarra], 1798. First Edition.
Quarto; full contemporary gilt-ruled calf, gilt spine in six compartments, red spine label, all edges
stained red, marbled endpapers; xxvii,418,[2]pp.; engraved frontispiece and added title page, fifty-
eight (58) engraved plates by Asencio and Castro after Torio (collated and complete). Boards rubbed
and scuffed with a few shallow chips near top of spine and brief exposure to corners. Binding sound.
Ownership markings in pencil facing extra title, brief pencil marginalia and occasional smudging. 

Printed by Maria Ibarra, widow of the famed printer Joaquin Ibarra, this striking production covers
in detail all aspects of the art of writing including invention, theory, practice, and teaching. The
accompanying plates bring to life the author's passion for calligraphy and showcase the breadth of
his knowledge and exactitude of his pedagogy, giving the precise angles and proportions for
individual letters depending on the script. By Royal Order  Arte de Escribir  became a standard
textbook in Spanish primary schools in 1801, perpetuating the book's influence for a generation. A
superb record of writing, education, and woman's work from the same publishing house that
produced the Ibarra Quixote eighteen years prior.
 

Price: $1,500
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