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Dear friends and colleagues,

Find below thirty recently-catalogued items of Americana, with subjects ranging from day drinking
(no. 21), insolvent dentists (no. 30), anarchists of all kinds (by which we mean Italian-American or
molded in wax, see nos. 1 & 4-6). and lots more. Many of these will also be on display at our stand
at the Bibliography Week Showcase this Wednesday, January 22nd, from 10:30 to 4:00 at Le
Skyroom of the Alliance Française, 60th Street between Park and Madison, New York, NY. Stop by
Table 15 and say Hello!

Best,

The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

Eight Haymarket anarchists molded in wax...and one mermaid

1. [Anarchism - Haymarket]

[Broadside] New Dime Museum Cor. of Court and Vine Sts.

[Cincinnati]: Enquirer Job Print, n.d. [but ca. 1888]. First Edition. Pictorial broadside flyer
(30x11cm.) printed offset. Stock uniformly toned and exceedingly brittle with a number of splits and
small losses to margins touching text without loss of meaning. Additionally the top half of the
broadside has been affixed to a modern piece of card stock though the adhesive agent does not show
through to recto. A Good example of this unrecorded broadside.

Advertisement for a short-lived Cincinnati-based dime museum showcasing the eight Chicago
Haymarket anarchists molded into wax, "Life size and life like / Cost over $5,000." Issued just a
year after the infamous trial in which eight defendants were tried and found guilty of the bombing at
an eight-hour workday rally held in Chicago's Haymarket Square in which one person was killed and
many others injured. By the time this broadside was issued, four of the defendants had been hanged. 

The broadside is adorned with an image of the eight wax figures, each one numbered and the names
provided in the caption. Perhaps anachronistically, the other feature of this "No Humbug" dime show
is a mermaid "in her fountain of water" ("SHE IS ALIVE!"). 

Date of publication based on a tiny 1888 newspaper advertisement for the museum in the Cincinnati
Enquirer—evidently this was a short-lived affair. 

No copies in the trade or separately catalogued in OCLC as of January, 2025.
Price: $1,850

Early contribution to the forever ongoing "right to work" debate

2. [Missouri - Labor History] J.D. Havens et al

[Drop title] The Kansas City Strike

Kansas City, MO: s.i., 1900. First Edition. Octavo bifolium (23cm.). Previous folds, else Near Fine.
 
Angry open letter dated March 23, 1900, signed in print at the end of the text by five members of the
city's Typothetae regarding the ongoing strike organized by the Feeders' Union, the Pressmen's
Union, and the Typographical Union. Up until 1899, employer printers of the city had been allowed
to run "open" shops which could hire both union and non-union workers. However, on November 1,
1899, the three aforementioned Unions proposed a contract that would require all employers to hire
only union men. 

The strike that ensued was a long and acrimonious affair, the text of this letter alleging that "Thirty-
three non-union employees have been assaulted and unmercifully beaten...Our property has been
destroyed, type and cuts have been ruined, presses have been broken, large plate glass windows in
different shops have been smashed..." 

Not separately cataloged in OCLC as of January, 2025.
Price: $150

Early record of the newly-completed Hoover Dam

3. [Hoover Dam] [Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co.] H.A. Wallace

Collection of Thirty Glass Slides Depicting the Newly-Completed Hoover Dam
 
[Boulder City, NV]: [1940]. Collection of thirty glass slides (slides measure 8x10cm.; images
measure 4.5x6cm.); housed in original wooden lidded and clasped box (34.5x12.5x10.5cm.). Five of
the plates show hairline cracks, one plate with crack crudely repaired with old tape, else an excellent
collection, all images bright and easily discernible.

Collection of images taken by or for H.A. Wallace, Superintendent of Maintenance and Tools for the
machinery manufacturer Allis-Chalmers with his typescript ownership label mounted inside box lid.
Allis-Chalmers had provided a number of turbines for the Hoover Dam during its construction in the
1930s and the photographs show the Dam in the late phases of construction and early days of
completion based on plate no. 21, the only dated plate (1-18-40).

The images depict the Dam from various vantage points including thirteen external views and
thirteen internal views. Five of the views show construction, five show pieces of machinery,
sometimes still wrapped in sheets. Notably, seven of the images show members of the workforce,
including an image of one of the Allis-Chalmers turbines manned by three men, two of them Black.
The only group shot of workers, image no. 30, shows five Black men in shorts and shirtsleeves
posing for the camera. All the images are numbered, though the collection appears to be lacking
image no. 14, replaced instead by a view of the Colorado River. Only image no. 8 is entirely out of
place, showing a man (maybe Wallace himself?) posing on a street in France in front of the
storefront of Charles Maltais (meubles, tapis, prelarts). 

A detailed and remarkably well-preserved record of the Dam in the early years of its completion and
maintenance. 

Price: $1,500

Rare anticlerical propaganda in the Italian-American community

4. [Italian-Americana] [Anticlericalism]

[Broadside] Italiani!
 
Boston: Il Circolo Giordano Bruno, 1893. First Edition. Hand flyer (25.5x20.5cm.) printed within
black border. Previously folded, moderate wear and toning to margins, small soil spot, else a Very
Good example overall. 

Flyer disseminated the 14th of February, 1893, to the Boston-area radical Italian-American
community to mark the anniversary of the death of the martyr to science Giordano Bruno, who was
burned at the stake for heresy on February 17th, 1600. This anticlerical flyer warns that the Church
is as powerful as ever and concludes with the mantra that freedom begins without throne or alter.
"Non sia scampi all'odiato borghese" (Let there be no escape for the hated Bourgeoisie). 

Not separately catalogued in OCLC as of January, 2025.
Price: $125

The French anarchist in translation for the Italian-American community

5. Eliseo Reclus

A Mio Fratello Contadino
 
Paterson, NJ: Tipografia della Questione Sociale, 1897. First Thus. 12mo (17.cm.); self-wrappers;
12,[2]pp. Light wear to margins, textblock uniformly toned due to inferior paper quality, else Very
Good and sound. Issued as "Biblioteca della 'Questione Sociale,'" no. 3. 

Small pamphlet by the French anarchist Eliseo Reclus (1830-1905) translated into Italian and
cheaply disseminated here by the robust Italian-American anarchist community of Paterson, New
Jersey. The work translates into English as "To my Peasant Brother."

OCLC locates two copies as of January, 2025, at Columbia and the International Institute of Social
History.

Price: $150

Most likely the first "Anarchici di Vancouver" Edition

6. [Italian-Americana] [Anarchism]

Gli Anarchici e cio' che vogliono
 
Vancouver: Anarchici di Vancouver, B.C., Canada, 1913. "Nuova Edizione." 12mo (17cm.);
publisher's blue pictorial staple bound wrappers; 42,[6](ads)pp. Moderate toning and dust-soil to
wrappers, light wear from handling, else Very Good and sound. Advertisement for the periodical
"Cronaca Sovversiva," published out of Lynn, Mass., printed on rear wrapper.

Despite edition statement, quite possibly the first Vancouver edition of this popular anarchist
pamphlet: we find no copies of any printing under this title by the Anarchici di Vancouver in OCLC
as of January, 2025. 

Price: $150

7. [Hunting and Fishing] State of Rhode Island

[Broadside] State of Rhode Island / Fish When and How Not To Be Taken
 
Rhode Island: s.i., ca. 1900. First Edition. Large broadside printed on linen (29.5x45.5cm.). Light
uneven toning,  some fraying to margins as can be expected, else a Very Good or better, fresh
example.

Possibly unrecorded display broadside listing fishing infractions and their accompanying fines. Sea
bass and lobster are the most carefully monitored, especially "egg bearing" lobsters "taken for
private use" ($5 fine) and lobsters "taking [sic] by non-licensed men" ($20 fine). The bottom edge of
the broadside concludes with the rules pertaining to fresh water fish (should not be "taken in any
other manner except with single hand lines with not over 2 hooks upon each"). As for ice fishing,
"During the open season when fishing through ice a person may operate 10 lines with a single hook
upon each."

None in commerce or OCLC as of January, 2025. 
Price: $450

"I always take what I want"

8. Abby Hopper Gibbons

[Printed Invitation] You are cordially invited to meet the New York Committee for the Prevention of
Licensed Prostitution...

New York: Abby Hopper Gibbons, 1877. Small printed broadside invitation (20x13cm.) briefly
annotated in manuscript (possibly in Gibbon's hand?). Paper remnants to top edge of verso where the
invitation was previously mounted, faint folds, else Very Good.

Invitation dated Dec. 1, 1877, to attend a meeting of the New York Committee for the Prevention of
Licensed Prostitution of which the former abolitionist and prison reform advocate Abby Hopper
Gibbons was president. Gibbons (1801-1893) was a life-long, indefatigable promoter of many social
reforms, including the abolition of slavery as a younger woman, though much of her career was
devoted to the Women's Prison Association of which she was co-founder and director. 

The meeting in this invitation was held at the Isaac T. Hopper Home, which Gibbons founded to
provide housing for female ex-prisoners. Aaron M. Powell was scheduled to speak on the
International Congress in Geneva to promote the Abolition of State-Regulated Vice, as well as the
repeal movement in Great Britain. 

A rare piece of ephemera from Gibbons' later career as a vocal member of the "purity crusade."
Surprisingly, Gibbons never seriously interested herself in the fight for women's suffrage, writing the
year before she died at the age of 91 that "I have not needed [the vote] up to this time, as I always
take what I want." 

Price: $200

Offered with the unrecorded prospectus

9. Edward H. Parker

The Mother's Handbook: A Guide in the Care of Young Children [WITH] Prospectus: The Mother's
Hand-Book

New York: Edward P. Allen, 1857. First Edition. Octavo (19cm.); publisher's brown blind-ruled
cloth, gilt-lettered spine, all edges stained red, purple glazed endpapers; viii,[11]-250pp. (complete
despite error in pagination). Boards worn with exposure at margins, especially corners, bubbling of
cloth to upper cover, brief splitting to rear joint and hinge, textblock slightly shaken in binding, else
Good to Very Good. Attractive contemporary ex libris of a Charles Welsh to front pastedown and
pencil inscription of an S.C. Edwards to front flyleaf.

Exceptionally scarce medical guide to pregnancy, child birth, and child rearing. Offered with the rare
prospectus, an unopened 8pp. booklet printed on a single folded sheet. Brief biopredation to bottom
spine corner, light soil and spotting, else Very Good and sound. Prospectus provides the table of
contents as well as five pages of testimonials in the various New York and medical journals. As the
New York Chronicle wrote, "Thousands upon thousands die in infancy, or drag out a life of adult
misery, all through the ignorance or inattention of nurses and mothers." 

The book itself is organized chronologically from the "care of the child before its birth" (a mere ten
pages), to birth, the first month, wet nurses, artificial feeding, all the way to the child's sixth year.
Child mortality rates being what they were, the latter half of the book is entirely devoted to sick
children, symptoms, and "The management of the sick room."

The work itself is relatively uncommon in OCLC, while the prospectus appears to be unrecorded as
of December, 2024.

Price: $750

Sweet example of an American wallpaper binding

10. Paulus Henkel

Der Christliche Catechismus

Neu-Market, Schendandoah County, Virg.: Gedruckt in S. Henkels Duckerey, 1816. "Zweyte
Auflage, verbessert und vermehret." 12mo; publisher's cloth-backed decorative wallpaper-covered
boards; [6],166pp. Textblock a bit toned, red portion of wallpaper faded, else a Very Good or better
example.

German-American children's catechism published by the Lutheran printer Solomon Henkel and
bound in a lovely example of an American wallpaper binding comprised of feathery red flowers with
blue-green leaves and buds interspersed with rivers of the same color.

BÖTTE & TEINHOFF 2155; SHAW & SHOEMAKER  37828
Price: $450

With the trimming

11. [Washington, DC - Domestic Affairs] Maggie

Autograph Letter with affixed fabric samples from Maggie to Jane

Washington, DC: March, 21st, 1880. Original letter on bifolium (25cm.) filled to completion in two
different hands, approx. 1000 words. Previous mail folds, light soil, else Very Good and sound,
fabric samples still quite brilliant. 

Detailed letter from Maggie, the well-to-do wife of a lawyer based in Washington, DC, to her friend
or sister Jane. Much of the meat of the letter revolves around family and domestic affairs ("I feel the
house too, a much greater care than the other one, it is so large and I keep only one colored servant,
so you can easily see I can't fold my hands much of the time"). 

The visit of a distant cousin on her way from New England to Florida gets a paragraph, "She had
never been south before, and can't see why things are not on New England principles there, is
shocked that Hattie her servant can't get her tea until 9 or 10 at night etc.—all of which is very funny
to us, who have scolded and laughed and laughed and scolded over the same things so many times." 

Affixed to the letter with a pin are three small but brilliant fabric samples, pieces of a new dress,
"with the trimming," for Helene, Maggie's daughter. In the margins of the first and second panel
another missive has been added in a different minute hand, though we can find no signature. A brief
but interesting record of domestic affairs in post-Civil War Washington, DC.

Price: $150

Interior decorating for high schoolers

12. Ruth Slabach

Original Student Notebook for Home Economics and Textiles

Lancaster County, PA: n.d., ca. 1930. Quarto (28cm.); original two-ring notebook, cloth tape over
stiff brown card wrappers; [134]pp. filled nearly to completion in black ink manuscript; notebook
additionally enhanced with twenty-six (26) mounted pictorial elements, including paint chips and
wall paper and printed rug samples; five (5) paper weave patterns; thirty-two (32) cloth samples; and
seven (7) hand-drawn clothing patterns. All leaves separated from the rings though we find no
indication that the notebook is incomplete; binding and contents worn from use with occasional soil,
else a Good, legible and detailed document. 

Household economics notebook of lifelong Lancaster County resident Ruth Slabach (1913-2002).
The first half of the notebook is devoted to household planning, beginning with the purposes of the
family, the father, and the mother. Listed among the functions of the father are financial support,
household services and repair, protection, companionship, and finally care of the children. The
functions of the mother include feeding the family, taking care of the household, training and
protecting the children, clothing care, and creating the home atmosphere. Women's work outside the
home is also briefly addressed, though taking in work within the home to help with finances was
evidently the more desirable option. 

A later portions of the notebook provide a snapshot of Slabach furnishing and decorating her own
fictitious four square home, providing paint and wallpaper samples for each space The latter half of
the notebook relates entirely to weave patterns and textiles, the paper weave patterns reminiscent of
Froebel gifts, evidence of the ways in which kindergarten education could have reverberating
influence on the higher grades. 

A colorful and uncommonly detailed survivor of interwar American women's education. 
Price: $650

Diligent note-taking by an early beauty school student

13. [Women's Education - Beauty School] Anonymous

Original Beauty School Student's Typescript Notebook

N.p.: ca. 1930? Octavo (23.5x15cm.); original two-ring binder from F.W. Woolworth Co. bound in
black textured paper-covered boards stamped in gilt, spine backed in black cloth tape; [48]ll. filled
to completion in typescript with occasional pencil manuscript marginalia and corrections. Cloth tape
starting to split along spine, boards a bit rubbed and gilt dulled, interior leaves finger-soiled from
use, else a Very Good, sound example.

Dutifully-used University Loose Leaf Note Book purchased from a Woolworth and filled with neatly
typed up notes to seventeen disparate, alphabetically-organized lessons on topics ranging from
Bacteriology, Bones, and Cells, to Facials, Hair Dyeing, and Manicuring. The fourteen pages
relating to Electricity are followed by a short page on the art of dyeing eyelashes and eyebrows,
while the lesson on Marcelling (i.e. hair curling) is followed by Myology and Permanent Weaving.
The lessons conclude with the Respiratory System, Shampooing, Scalp Treatments, and the Vascular
System. 

A detail-rich primary document of an early beauty school student from the era when schools devoted
entirely to cosmetology were beginning to spring up with the rise of Hollywood and beauty culture.

Price: $450

More than a hundred dates in three years?!

14. Mary Therese Walsh

Him Book

Waltham, MA?: 1946-1947. Slim quarto (25cm.); spiral-bound textured paper-covered boards;
[36]pp. filled 3/4 to completion, adorned with nine mounted black and white portrait snapshots.
Spirals cracked and starting to separate from boards, upper cover a bit soiled, many of the leaves
thumbed and separated but present, else a Good, legible copy.

Assiduously filled-in ledger kept by adolescent Waltham resident Mary Therese Walsh recording all
the boys (eleven of them!!) she went on dates with during a three year period. The ledger is divided
by suitor who is given two pages of data—the first records the dates they went on (What we did,
Where we went, Whom we saw, What I wore), the second records personal details: Name, address,
nickname, age, where they met, physical attributes, dancing ability, stylishness, conversational
ability, automobile type, social instincts, military service, and three boxes for the way in which he
makes you feel: maternal, sisterly, or "O'boy."

Though begun in March, 1946, Walsh retroactively records dates she went on the previous year,
providing the peruser with information on approximately a hundred dates—movies, dancing,
golfing, roller skating, and one date that simply says "mmmm mmmmm." Walsh was generally kind
in her evaluations: "He's a swell fellow and a lot of fun," "He's a perfect gentleman and a nice kid -
huba huba," "Wonderful, jitterbugs to perfection." Unfortunately the only date who made her feel
"out of this world" was Bowdoin student, Air Corps officer, and aspiring football coach John
Anderson, who took her on just one date (social instincts: "confidential"). Of the eleven boys
described, nine of them have provided Walsh with a photograph (or had a photograph snipped from
her yearbook). Unfortunately there is no photo to accompany Dick Kelly, whose hobby is simply
listed as "necking."

Not to be too highfalutin, but a truly splendid sociological snapshot of adolescent dating patterns in
late- and post-World War II New England. 

Price: $500

Games without purpose

15. E[rnst] H[ermann] Arnold and Annie R. Hughes

Gymnastic Games Classified 

[New Haven: 1901]. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's printed wrappers; 76pp.;  diagrams,
illustrations, and music throughout. Two contemporary manuscript notes laid in with instructions for
"Basket Ball Pass," "Thru Deep," and "Cat and Mouse." Chips to extremities and spine ends; loss to
top fifth of rear wrap; general rubbing and spotting. Binding sound. Creasing to corners; chip to final
page of text with very brief loss of meaning; overall Good to Very Good. 

Provides rules for 160 games for schoolchildren under such subheadings as "Without Purpose,"
"Accurate Imitation," and "Discrimination." These games were compiled by Annie R. Hughes, listed
as instructor in gymnastics of select Friends' School of Washington, DC. Classics such as dodge ball
and blind man's bluff are included as well as fist ball, hab-eni han, and "What Dost Thou In My
Garden?" Scarce in retail; OCLC lists a New Haven publication with three holdings; a more
common 1907 edition with 94 pages also listed. 

Price: $100

Featuring Edwin Booth, Sarah Bernhardt, and male impersonator Vesta Tilley

16. C.M. Clark Publishing Co.

Stage [Card Game]

Boston: C.M. Clark Publishing Co., 1904. First Edition. Original game comprised of sixty-six
playing cards (collated complete), three additional advertisement playing cards, and a pictorial
bifolium instruction sheet, all housed in the original photo-illustrated lidded box (18.5x7x2.5cm.).
Box damp stained and worn along margins with brief tape repair, a few playing cards also damp
stained, else a Very Good set in serviceable example of the box. 

Theater-themed game, "The Great Novelty and Funniest of all card games" according to the
instruction sheet. The cards are divided by different branches of stage art (Grand Opera, Tragedy,
Drama, etc.) and each branch is represented by seven actors and actresses, notable  among them
Edwin Booth, Sarah (misspelled Sara)  Bernhardt, William Gilette, Eva Tanguay, and the most
famous male impersonator of her day, Vesta Tilley (misspelled Tilly here). Players are tasked with
filling a theater by collecting all seven cards in a class, as well as holding a Theater card and an
Audience card. Watch out for the Blizzard card, which is bad for business. 

Three sets located in OCLC as of January, 2025, at San Diego State, Brown, and Princeton.
Price: $250

"Ladies, look out for your hair"

17. [California - Variety Shows]

Hell's Fire!! Hell's Fire!!! Thunder and Lightning! Death and Destruction! Digger Indians on the
War Path!

California? 1874. First Edition. Octavo bifolium printed on first three panels. Old folds, stock rather
soiled with a few small closed tears at margins not approaching text, else Very Good. 

Detailed program to a Digger Indian-themed variety show put on by "Sixteen Dirt Eaters" and their
stage manager McMechen, "the Great Scalper." Though location not provided and we find no
contemporary accounts of the show, the derogatory term "Digger Indian" evidently arose in
California in reference to a native hunter-gatherer community whose diet consisted mostly of roots,
nuts, and grasshoppers. 

The show playbill, a.k.a. "Plan of Attack," is divided into the different phases of an attack, beginning
with "Audience Restless," and moving on to "Audience Gittin' Afeard," "Audience Skeered,"
"Audience in Confusion," and finally "Audience Stampede." Included on the night's entertainment:
music, a debate, and several orations and essays by men with names like Jack Ass Keys, Jin Cocktail
Ely, and Lantern-Jawed White on subjects like pork packing, "Life Among the Diggers," and
"Mysteries of the Female Heart." As the front panel says, "Ladies, look out for your hair."

Not separately catalogued in OCLC as of December, 2024.
Price: $500

Norwich and Worcester Line get the calligraphy treatment

18. [Railroad History] Norwich and Worcester Line

[Calligraphic Manuscript Broadside] Calls on N. and W. Line

Worcester, MA? ca. 1840. Calligraphic manuscript broadside (27.5x20.5cm.) in black ink on cream
laid stock. Just a hint of wear, else Near Fine.

Attractively-executed list of all twelve stops on the newly-completed Norwich and Worcester Line
which connected by rail Norwich, Connecticut, with Worcester, Massachusetts. The line was
completed in 1840 and this list provides the lettered calls for each stop, some obvious, others not so
much—S.K. for Worcester Junction, S.B. for Southbridge. The title of the broadside has been
written within a marvelously-detailed calligraphic border of swoops and flowers. The rail line
merged with the New York and New England Railroad in 1869.

Price: $125

Unrecorded prototype

19. John Melvin Farmer

The New Airway Map [WITH] Farmer's Electric Maps: A Game of Tokens

Washington, DC: J.M. Farmer, 1935 & 1941. Set of two map games patented by John Melvin
Farmer (1900-1993), the earlier "New Airway Map" possibly a prototype of the more finished
product, "Farmer Electric Maps." Contents as follows:

1. "New Airway Map." Copyright 1935. Large lithographed map of the United States with inset
world map mounted to metal and wooden board (68x45x3cm.), three wired circuits linked to
National Parks, capital cities, and major (non-capital) cities. Map rather dust-soiled and a bit scuffed
at extremities. Electronics defunct, though possibly could be revived by a canny engineer.

2. "Farmer Electric Maps: A Game of Tokens" complete board game set. Copyright 1941. Contents
are comprised of lidded box (46x28x5cm.) with mounted color pictorial element to lid, circuit board,
and twenty-three loose color pictorial plates and maps (26x41.5cm apiece) with accompanying
chemise on which are printed the rules of the game. Also includes a smaller lidded box (8x8x1.5cm.)
which serves as a spinner and holds a couple dozen colored tokens. Light wear to box, else Very
Good and sound.

The "Farmer Electronic Map" proved to be a popular educational game not dissimilar to
"Operation," the player tasked with locating cities, constellations, fish, or birds on an electric circuit
board within a certain number of tries. A small accompanying archive of material regarding Farmer's
patent assignments notes that he first copyrighted his "Airway" map in 1935, though we find no
other examples, whereas the Farmer Electronic Map appears to have experienced some commercial
success and copies are easily obtainable today. Gathering from the oversized and heavy nature of the
materials used for the "Airway" map, it is safe to assume this was a prototype.

Price: $750

Conveying instruction and amusement

20. [Knox College] J.B. White et al [eds.]

[Drop title] Prospectus for the Knoxiana

Galesburg, IL: 1850. Small broadside dated Galesburg, June 26, 1850. Very light wear to margins,
else a Near Fine example.

Prospectus for a proposed students' monthly to be issued out of Knox College, "conducted solely by
the undergraduates of the Institution." "It is difficult for us to define precisely the objects proposed
in this undertaking, as we wish to benefit ourselves, and at the same time convey instruction and
amusement to others; to benefit ourselves by publishing such essays, dissertations, narratives, scraps
of poetry, moral tales, etc. etc. as we can from time to time." Though the majority of contributions
would be written by the undergraduates, the prospectus promises to leave room for columns by the
College's President, faculty, and alumni. Propose price: One dollar per copy. 

No copies of this prospectus located in OCLC as of December, 2024, and we note that the first issue
of Knoxiana was not published until 1856. 

Price: $300

"Many will not drink in the morning on that account!!"

21. [Bars and Soda Fountains - Day Drinking]

Archive Relating to the Newly-Patented "Copiae," a.k.a. "Liquid Elevation"

Neenah, WI? ca. 1880s. Small archive pertaining to the patented "Copiae," a.k.a. "Liquid Elevation,"
  consisting of a five-page manuscript description, ca. 650 words, accompanied by six watercolor
illustrations on five sheets (sizes vary from 23x14cm to 31.5x20cm). Manuscript unevenly dust-
soiled and worn from handling with long closed tear to first leaf affecting text without loss of
meaning, a couple illustrations a bit ragged along margins, else a Very Good, quite legible collection.
All five illustrations mounted and matted. 

Wonderfully entertaining and attractive archive pertaining to a contraption that appears to have gone
nowhere fast, a kind of glass globe that evidently could draw liquid from a cask anywhere in the
building, thus replacing the pump system traditionally used in groceries and bars. The creator of this
invention opines that "The first ale drawn from a pump in the morning is not [now?] absolutely
poisonous from verdigris is [sic] always flat and unfit for use. Many will not drink in the morning on
that account" (their underlining).

More importantly, however, is the physical prettiness of the Copiae, which is promised to make "a
splendid store ornament...All businessmen, Barkeepers in particular, know the value of ornaments.
Anything that will draw the attention for a moment (Especially at a bar) is pretty sure to bring in a
stamp. The Copiae being something entirely new...It is worth its cost as an ornament." We find no
references to the Copiae ever being commercially produced and surmise that perhaps its only real
use was in fact as an ornament. The accompanying images show the globe gleamingly on display in
different grocery and bar counters, though the technology behind it still escapes us. 

Place of publication based on the manuscript's stationery, each leaf pressure-stamped at top corner
with a tiny "Island City Mills," a company in the mill town of Neenah, Wisconsin, which sits on the
northwestern edge of Lake Winnebago. The dearth of records pertaining to the Copiae indicate that it
was 1. probably not associated with the mill, which produced flour and 2. failed in its quest to
introduce morning drinking to more barflies. 

Price: $2,500

Rebuilding muscle tissue and sinew while bringing a bloom to your cheek

22. [Pabst Brewing Company] C.W. Henning

Pabst Extract "Brings the Roses to Your Cheeks" [1910 Wall Calendar]

Milwaukee: Pabst Brewing Company, 1909. Original chromolithographed wall calendar scroll
measuring 58x18.5cm. when unrolled; cardboard roll along bottom edge and metal hanger present at
top edge. Very light wear, one crease along bottom edge, faint damp stain to left-hand edge near
bottom margin, else a Very Good or better example. 

Promotional wall calendar featuring a full-length chromolithographed portrait by C.W. Henning of a
beautiful "American Girl" on recto, 1910 wall calendar and advertising copy printed in red on verso.
"The fairest flower in the garden of humanity is lovely woman. Every woman can be beautiful after
her own style, yet how many fail to possess that subtle charm and fineness of coloring which comes
only with perfect health. The pallid face, the sunken cheek, or lusterless eye too often, even among
young girls, tell the story of nervous energy drained to the dregs."

Enter Pabst Extract, "A liquid preparation of malt and hops combined with calcium hypophosphate
and iron pyrophosphate." It is promised to "strengthen the weak...It rapidly rebuilds tissue, muscle,
and sinew." Approved by the FDA while still in its infancy, this elixir appears to be cooked down
malt extract enhanced with a calcium supplement today only used in the poultry industry. As far as
we know no drug exists that rebuilds muscle tissue or sinew. 

Price: $500

50 million pretzels in ten years

23. [Advertisement Art] New Oxford Pretzel Bakery

[Original Advertisement Artwork] Old Quaker Hearth Baked Brittle Pretzels

New Oxford, PA: n.d. [ca. 1940s]. Large original artwork (56x75) on plain cardstock pressure
stamped on the bottom left-hand corner with the "Royal Crest" of Hurlock Drawing, Bristol; oval
pen-and-ink portrait of a Quaker mounted to center of the piece. Stock toned along margins with
small losses at both left-hand corners not approaching image, brief damp staining to bottom edge, a
small splash of red paint affecting the "R" in "Quaker," else a Very Good, bright image. 

Attractive original advertisement artwork for the prolific Pennsylvania pretzel factory founded by
Fred G. Klunk in 1940. Klunk surmised in a 1949 news account that his factory had produced
somewhere in the neighborhood of 50 million pretzels. To get their "Distinctive Flavor" Klunk only
used four ingredients: wheat flour, salt, soda, and yeast. Whether Quaker Oats Company ever came
down on Klunk for borrowing their famous mascot is open to conjecture.

Reference: The Gettysburg Times, April 13, 1949.
Price: $450

A prodigy's first and only work

24. S[arah] Louisa P. Smith

Poems

Providence, [RI]: Published by A.S. Beckwith, 1829. First Edition. Octavo; contemporary sheep
over marbled paper-covered boards;  250pp. Light wear to edges and along spine. Binding sound.
Institutional bookplate to front pastedown and a couple stamps to copyright page; brief paper and
glue remnant with a couple adjacent tears to rear free endpaper; interior otherwise unmarked and
legible throughout. A Very Good and sound copy. 

First and only work from the brilliant and tragic Michigan-born poet. As noted in Sarah Hale's
Woman's Record,  Smith was a prodigy - known for her intellect, writing, and magnetic personal
charm. Married at "careless seventeen," her husband had this volume of her poems published the
next year. Within three years, even with her housework and maternal duties (she had two sons), "her
mind was rapidly gathering strength for higher literary pursuits," critiquing her own work, marking
its deficiencies, and preparing for another publication. Tragically Smith died  in 1832 at the age of
twenty-one, leaving behind this sole work. Scarce in retail.

SABIN 84135. See also Sarah Hale, Woman's Record; or, Sketches of all Distinguished Women, from
the Creation to A.D. 1854, pp. 510-1.

Price: $500

That naughty Reverend Verren

25. [Peter Barthelemy]

Rev. Anthony Verren, Pastor of the French Episcopal Church of the Saint-Esprit, at New-York.
Judged by his Works

New York: Sold by the Booksellers, 1840. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's bright green cloth, gilt-
lettered spine;  [2],84,87pp.; folding facsimile bound in  rear.  Edgewear and spotting to boards.
Binding sound. Mild spotting and toning to interior; Very Good. Second portion of text in French.

Uncommon, angry, and rather titillating screed against the French-born Episcopalian minister
Antoine Verren (1801-1873), whom the author accuses of "epistolary slanders" against his own
parishioners, and much worse: "Mr. Verren derived, not from his personal endowments alone, but
from his so honorable position, to chose the objects he judged proper to satisfy his passions. By and
by we shall show that he is not scrupulous to age or color..." (p. 3). 

No copies in retail as of December, 2024. 
Price: $250

"many foolish things contained As is in my judgment"

26. Isaiah Thomas [publisher]

The Life of Mahomet; or, The history of the imposture which was begun, carried on, and finally
established by him in Arabia; and which has subjugated a larger portion of the globe, than the
religion of Jesus has yet set at Liberty. To which is added, an account of Egypt.

Worcester, MA: Isaiah Thomas, Jun., 1802. First American Edition. 12mo; full contemporary calf,
gilt-ruled spine; viii,[13]-154,[2]pp. (collated complete despite error in pagination, with final leaf of
publisher's ads bound in rear). Leather scuffed at margins, front joint starting to crack, spine gilt
dulled, endpapers rather ragged and significantly filled with the ownership notes of a William Hirst,
who purchased the book on November 19th, 1815. Overall a Good to Very Good copy. 

Scathing evaluation of the Prophet Mohammad first published in London in 1799. This copy, though
free of markings in the text, has contemporary owner William Hirst's opinion recorded on the front
flyleaf: "Some very Remarkable things contained in this Book...but many foolish things contained
As is in my judgment tho upon the whole worth a reading. So gather the wheat and let the chaff go."

SHAW & SHOEMAKER 2535
Price: $400

Handsomely bound in the publisher's deluxe binding

27. [Bindings - American] [Bible - New Testament]

The New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Translated From the Original Greek: And
With the Former Translations Diligently Compared and Revised [with] The Book of Psalms,
Translated Out of the Original Hebrew: And With the Former Translations Diligently Compared and
Revised

New York: American Bible Society, 1852. 16th Edition. Two volumes in one; octavo (23cm.);
publisher's full gilt-tooled brown morocco, spine in six compartments, all edges gilt; 447,[1]; 112pp.
Corners a bit bumped, textblock significantly browned and foxed, attractive contemporary gift
inscription of a Mrs. S.B. Peck from her friend LES on front free endpaper; a Very Good, quite
attractive copy in a handsome deluxe American publisher's binding.

Price: $200

The first Black woman to charter and serve as president of a bank

28. Wendell P. Dabney

Maggie L. Walker and I.O. of Saint Luke: The Woman and Her Work [Cover subtitle: Her Life and
Deeds]

Cincinnati, OH: The Dabney Publishing Co., 1927. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's gilt-lettered
cloth; 137pp.; black and white photographs throughout. Light edgewear with a few scuffs and
smudges. Binding sound. Ownership inscription to front pastedown, interior otherwise unmarked; a
Very Good copy. 

Maggie Walker and her biographer Wendell Dabney were both born to formerly enslaved parents in
1864 and 1865, respectively. After graduating from the Richmond Colored Normal School in 1883,
Walker began a career in teaching, though after taking night classes in accounting from the Women's
Union she transitioned to finance, working with the Order of St. Luke, an African American fraternal
order promoting Black financial independence. Walker eventually chartered the St. Luke Penny
Savings Bank becoming the first African American woman to both charter a bank and serve as its
President.

Dabney, a friend of Walker's, enjoyed a long career as a civil rights activist, writer, and publisher.
Walker hired Dabney to write her biography, telling him, "You know Richmond and you know me.
And I know that you will tell the truth. So tell it your own way." Uncommon in retail. 

Price: $850

The Pasadena resident's uncommon memoir

29. Josephine Lawson

Wheel Chair Evangelism: My Childhood and Experiences in Gospel Work [Signed]

[Pasadena, CA?]: [ca. 1932]. First Expanded Edition.  Octavo; publisher's faux wood printed card
wrappers;  144pp.; portrait frontispiece, halftone illus. throughout. Light edgewear to wraps with
slight curling and creasing to corners. Binding sound. Signature of a Carolyn Knapp to frontispiece,
otherwise Very Good copy. Signed by the author on frontispiece as well. 

Born in Sweden and a wheelchair user from an early age, Lawson moved to the United States in
1886, settling in Pasadena in 1895 where she pursued gospel work for the rest of her life. Lawson
wrote for religious publications and penned an autobiography in 1920. This updated version expands
upon her early life and continues up to 1929. A 1952 profile of the then 87-year old mentions she
still wrote and made hooked rugs and afghans, one of which had won second place at a county fair
the year prior. OCLC notes two holdings of this edition at Aurora University and Point Loma
Nazarene University; a later. also undated, reprint (152pp.) shows three holdings. 

Pasadena Independent, Wednesday June 25, 1952, p. 3
Price: $250

Despoiled and regifted?

30. Asahel Jones

Asahel Jones, Manufacturer of Dentist's Gold and Tin Foil, Gold Plate, Wire, Springs, &c.

New York: Asahel Jones, ca. 1850. Square 16mo (11cm.); publisher's pale pink wrappers printed
within typographically decorative border; [24]ll. of blank tissue, presumably once interleaved with
gold and tin foil. Wrappers soiled, old vertical fold, leaves foxed throughout, else a Very Good
example of a rare piece of dental ephemera. 

Pencil gift inscription to front wrapper verso: "Presented to Elizabeth A. Wells By her schoolmate
Lillah Knox." Possibly despoiled of its gold and tin foil and then given to a young girl to be used as
a notebook (which she did not). 

Rare booklet issued by the struggling manufacturer Asahel Jones (contemporary news accounts
speak of bankruptcy). The upper wrapper promises "Teeth, instruments, etc. at the lowest market
price." No wonder Elizabeth Wells did not want to use this as a journal.

Not separately catalogued in OCLC as of December, 2024.
Price: $125
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