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Dear Friends & Colleagues,

The gang at the Capitol Hill Books Rare Book Dept. have laid another e-list egg, a miscellany of
eighteen newly-catalogued books, manuscripts, and collections. Please enjoy and be on the look out
for our 2024 Print Catalog, which went out with the mail Friday afternoon.

All the best,

Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB
 

Awaits a more committed tune smith

1. [Bindings] [Music]

[Blank Music Journal] Album Amicorum

France? ca. 1800. Oblong octavo (12.5x19cm.); full gilt-tooled mottled calf, gilt spine in six
compartments, "Album Amicorum" gilt-tooled to upper cover, marbled endpapers; approx. 120ll. of
blank staff paper, only four pages of which have been filled sometime in the early 20th century.
Leather slightly dried and rubbed at margins, hinges expertly reinforced,  else a handsome example. 

Price: $200

Dante in Moscow

2. [Dante] Antonio Piller

Miscellanea o Raccolta Di pezzi scelti da piu Celebri Autori Classici Italiani. Compilata e Dedicata a
sua Eccellenza il Signor Principe Nicola Menscicoff, Colonnello delle Guardie di sua Maesta
Imperiale, Cavaliere di Varj. Ordini, etc. etc.

Mosca [Moscow]: Dalla Stamperia N.S. Vsevolojsky, 1817. First Edition. Octavo; full contemporary
roan, red gilt spine label, marbled endpapers; 253,[3]pp. Light wear and scuffing; brief exposure to
corners; small stain to center of spine. Binding sound. Inscribed, presumably by Piller, "Dal
Compilatore in atto del suo ossequis, e per averne memoria. 15 Maggio 1817," facing title page.
Touch of spotting to interior, else unmarked and legible throughout.

Scarce compilation of Italian prose and poetry, with brief biographies of many, as well as an extract
from Dante's Inferno. Ends with a sonnet dedicated to Moscow and Alexander I. No copies in retail
and two found in OCLC, at the University of Notre Dame and Tilburg University.

Price: $350

Like CliffsNotes, but for poison
 

3. Johann Christian Friedrich Meister

Leitfaden zu Vorlesungen uber Gifte und Verbrechen der Vergiftung [Notes from Lectures on Poison
and Crimes of Poisoning]

Breslau: Wilibald August Holaufer, 1817. First Edition. Slim octavo (19.5cm.); modern papier-peint
boards; [2],55pp.; text printed almost entirely in German blackletter. Ex-library with discreet rubber-
stamps to title page verso and occasional internal leaves, damp stain affecting bottom quarter of first
half of textblock, else a Very Good, sound copy overall.

Series of notes and bullet points from lectures on poison and poisonings for the student
criminologist. Subjects include natural sources for poisons; the effects of specific poisons; and a
bibliography of works on the field. 

OCLC locates no copies of this edition in the United States as of October, 2024.
Price: $350

Gun fights! Local obituaries! Cute little woodcut oysters!

4. [California] [Brown & Deal]

Nevada Daily Transcript Vol XI, No. 151 - Sunday Morning March 4, 1866

Nevada City, CA: Brown & Deal, Proprietors, 1866. Folio (45cm); bifolium; 4pp. printed in five
columns on newsprint. Chips and tears to edges; general staining; folds. Ink annotation to page 2,
else unmarked and text legible throughout.

Scarce newspaper from the California Gold Rush town; includes advertisements, local and national
news, an obituary for local judge E.W. Smith, and brief coverage on a gunfight between two
"Chilenos." No copies in retail as of September 2024. 

Price: $150

Presiding judge  "would rather see any of his own children dead than have
them read the vile stuff Knott wrote"

5. [Samizdat] William Wilson Knott

A Gay Lothario: A Romance with a Moral—the Acme of Realistic Fiction

Chicago / Denver: s.i. / Pratt Book Store, [1892]. Octavo (18.5cm.); publisher's printed stiff card
wrappers; [4],344,[2]pp.; illustrated publisher's ads in rear. Wrappers a bit rubbed and toned at
margins, textblock significantly browned and brittle due to acidic paper, else a Very Good, sound
copy.

Sequel to the author's erotic novel Stolen Sweets,  masquerading as an upstanding volume from
Pratt's Circulating Library in order to pass undetected through the mails. Evidently it failed and the
author William Wilson Knott, pursued by the Western Society for the Suppression of Vice, served
multiple sentences for the advertising and selling of such "realistic" novels.

The rear wrapper of this copy provides one of the most innocuous publisher's
advertisements  listing  works on concrete, wood carving, and hot water heating. However, the
advertisements inside the wrappers feature the Low Life series by George W.M. Reynolds
(Fashionable Depravities, The Female Highwayman, etc.), as well as a work on female diseases. 

Like a serpent swallowing its own tail, some of the erotic fiction which landed Knott in prison was
written while serving an earlier sentence for writing and selling erotic fiction. During one of his
sentencings Judge Bunn "gave Knott a severe scoring, and said he would rather see any of his own
children dead than have them read the vile stuff Knott wrote" (The Inter Ocean, May 29, 1892). 

This edition of The Gay Lothario  unlocated in OCLC as of October, 2024, though the 1894 Bow
Knot edition shows three holdings. 

Price: $450

Approx. 7000 brands(!)

6. Cattle Raisers Association

Manuscript Record of Cattle Brand Symbols for 1912

Fort Worth, TX: Cattle Raisers Association, 1912. Octavo (18cm.); reddish-brown limp calf
notebook with thumb index issued by the Texas Printing Company; approx. 640pp. filled to
completion in black ink with red ink annotations. Leather unevenly darkened either from exposure to
damp, internal leaves rather damp stained with bleeding of red ink, oftentimes to the point of
illegibility. However, black ink is mostly unaffected and the record remains easy to read throughout.
Good to Very Good overall. Contemporary manuscript "A" inked at top and bottom edges of
textblock. 

Complete record of cattle brands kept by the Texas Cattle Raisers Association with manuscript title
"No. 5 Series / 1912 First Part / Revised 9-19-1912." The Association was founded in the 19th
century to standardize and regulate cattle ownership and the ancient practice of branding for that
purpose remains in use to this day. Based on the number of entries per double-page we calculate
about 7,000 brands recorded here, including the ear marks, cattle brands, name of the owner, name
of the ranch, and the township (or "postoffice" as listed in the notebook). 

Price: $750

Nearly 300 Iñupiat reindeer owners, apprentices, and herders recorded, ages
2 to 60

7. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Education, Alaska Reindeer Service

Collection of Thirteen Records of Herders, Apprentices, and Owners, 1912-1921

Barrow [i.e. Utqiagvik], AK: Alaska Reindeer Service, 1912-1921. Collection of thirteen Records of
Herders, Apprentices, and Owners (43.5x35.5cm.), nearly all filled to completion in typescript and
manuscript, seven examples signed by the Superintendent in Charge. All examples with previous
folds, all but one with rust staining at top left-hand corner, else a Very Good, legible collection. 

Excellent record of the reindeer herding community of Utqiagvik, Alaska (formerly referred to, as in
this collection, as Barrow). Located above the Arctic Circle, Utqiagvik is the northernmost city in
the United States, populated for 1500 years by the Iñupiat, an Inuit ethnic group. Nearly 300 herders,
apprentices, and owners feature in this collection, 244 of whom are listed as "Eskimo," the
remaining 28 as "Half Breed." While the majority of herders and apprentices were men in their
twenties and thirties, owners could be of any age, including 2-year-old Flora Aghlook Siloana who
became an owner the previous year. Significantly very few individuals exceed fifty years, and only
one reached the age of sixty.

The documents were also used to keep track of expertise and trade. The scores on an apprentice's
efficiency with a lasso, herding, breaking, and driving are all recorded, as well as number of months
spent with the herd. Quarts of milk used, pounds of cheese made, number of skins sold, and sleds
made are also recorded. The far right column of each record provides space for the Diagram of
Earmark — a small rubber-stamp in the shape of reindeer ears with the marks added in manuscript.
A rich snapshot from this Alaskan town at the turn of the century, endangered today by climate
change. 

Price: $1500

Forms part of the robust Italian anarchist print presence in the greater Boston
area

8. Pietro Kropotkine [a.k.a. Pyotr Kropotkin]

La Morale Anarchica

[Lynn, MA]: Biblioteca della "Cronaca Sovversiva," 1912. "Seconda Edizione Italiana." Octavo
(20.5cm.); publisher's tan pictorial staplebound wrappers; [2],48pp. Wrappers a bit dust-soiled and
gently worn from handling, textblock quite toned from inferior paper quality, else a Very Good,
sound copy overall. Though listed as a second Italian edition, we find no evidence of an earlier
edition other than an undated Florence imprint. 

Uncommon contribution to the burgeoning Italian-American anarchist diaspora of the late 19th- and
early 20th-century. 

Price: $150

Presumably no relation of director James Cameron

9. James R. Cameron

The Taking and Showing of Motion Pictures for the Amateur [Spine title: Amateur Movies]

New York: Cameron Publishing Co., 1927. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's brown cloth lettered in
black; 238pp.; illus. throughout, chiefly black and white photographs. Boards a bit rubbed at
margins, small blemish to upper spine edge, text block a bit shaken in binding, hinges reinforced,
else a Very Good, internally clean and sound copy. 

Generously-illustrated guide for the amateur film-maker dedicated to members of the Society of
Motion Picture Engineers. Attractive relevant advertisements (Kodak, the Amateur Cinema League)
printed on both front and rear endpapers. 

Price: $200

Charming promotional playing cards

10. [Playing Cards] Hersh & Bro. Heating and Sheet Metal Contractors

Auto Girl set of Playing Cards

Allentown, PA: Hersh and Bro., ca. 1930s (?). Set of 53 playing cards, including Joker, housed in
original leather button wallet. "Auto Girl," who doesn't look old enough to have her license yet, is
pictured on verso of each card. Wallet rather worn; light rubbing and soiling to cards; else a Very
Good set. 

Price: $75

"machine is man's good friend"

11. The Utopian Society of America

Utopian News [Collection of Four Issues]

Los Angeles, CA: The Utopian Society of America, 1935. Four issues, including Vol. 2, nos. 6, 15,
17, & 25. Folios; self-wrappers; mixed pagination; text in three columns. Rather brittle with chips,
toning, and short tears; previous mail folds; wear heavier to No. 17 with spine largely perished;
pencil scribbling to front of No. 24. else a Good to Very Good lot.

Includes news of the New Deal, Father Coughlin, and the rise of Hitler, and a section featuring
"Songs of Utopia." Rear of No. 17 includes "Declaration of Aims of the Utopian Society," which
notes that "the machine is man's good friend," but continues, "we recognize the evil results,
however, to both producer and consumer of uncoordinated production." The Society's weekly
appears to have run through 1936, according to records in OCLC. No copies in retail as of October
2024. 

Price: $300

It's not an October e-list without some Poe

12. Edgar Allan Poe; Robert West [illus.]; Yves-Gerard Le Dantec [introduction]

Edgar Allan Poe: 1 Frontispice et 12 Illustrations de Robert West

Paris: Editions A. Sedrowski, 1936. First Edition. Folio; 12 lithographed plates housed in original
white pictorial chemise; frontispiece and introduction printed on laid in bifoliums. Touch of soiling
and wear to edges of chemise including chips and splits along spine. Light toning and smudging to
edges of interior plates, else clean and unmarked; a Very Good set of a superb production.

Price: $500

First book from the beautiful genius behind the Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle series

13. Betty MacDonald

The Egg and I
 
London: Hammond, Hammond & Co Ltd, 1946. First U.K. Edition. Octavo (22cm.); publisher's
cloth in bright green pictorial dust jacket by "Stein" retaining original price (10'6); 236pp. Moderate
wear to jacket and cloth margins, contemporary ownership signature to front free endpaper, else a
Very Good, bright copy in cheerful and unfaded dust jacket. 

The author's runaway best-selling first book, a memoir of her experiences as a young married
mother working with her husband on a chicken farm in Washington state. "Over 1,000,000 copies
sold in 10 months in America" — from the upper jacket panel. A year later MacDonald published the
first Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle book, for which we can only thank her again and again.

Price: $200

The Bard meets the Park of Monsters

14. William Shakespeare; Salvador Dali [illus.]; Luchino Visconti [director]

Come Vi Piace [As You Like It]

Roma: Collezione Dell'Obelisco, Carlo Bestetti - Edizione D'Arte, 1948. First Edition. Folio;
publisher's pictorial wrappers;  text unpaginated;  eight mounted color plates by Dali, collated
complete; additional black and white illustrations throughout. Wraps worn along edges with general
soiling and spotting. Binding sound. Light marginal smudging and creasing to interior, pages else
unmarked; a Very Good copy.

Lovely production highlighting Visconti and Dali's take on the Shakespeare play with the influence
of the Gardens of Bomarzo (the Park of Monsters) keenly on display. 

Price: $500

Back when paint colors had names like "Light Greenish Blue" and "Pale
Pink"

15. Munsell Color Co.

Nickerson Color Fan

Baltimore: Munsell Color Co., 1957. Original paint chip color fan in original printed envelope with
accompanying 12pp. promotional pamphlet; fan comprised of forty (40) leaves depicting six or
seven color gradations apiece. Envelope a bit worn with name in ink at top margin of upper panel,
pamphlet folded vertically (as usual, to fit in envelope), else Very Good, the fan in bright and fine
condition. 

Before there were eyebrow-raising paint colors like "Dead Salmon" and "Arsenic" (we see you,
Farrow & Ball), this fan reminds us that paint colors used to come in safely-named colors like "Pale
Pink," "Brilliant Yellow Green," and "Light Greenish Blue." 

Price: $150

Fight the Giant

16. International Brotherhood of Telephone Workers

International Brotherhood of Telephone Workers on Strike Against New England [Collection of
Three Strike Placards]

[Boston]: International Brotherhood of Telephone Workers, n.d. but 1968. Collection of three
silkscreen strike placards (55.5x35.5cm.) printed on rectos only. The three examples show various
levels of use,  the most heavily worn example quite toned and soiled with shallow losses along
corners, else a Very Good collection overall. 

All three examples evidently saw use over the course of this five-month strike, which began at 3pm
on April 26, 1968, and did not come to an close until September of the same year. More than 14,000
workers across five New England states walked out following a dispute with the New England
Telephone Co. over a wage hike — NET offered $12 a week while the union wanted $20. Each
placard has pencil and pen annotations on the verso: the cleanest of the three simply provides the
dates of the strike, while the second example states in pencil "Start 3pm April 26 1968 / Still out
Thurs June 13 1968." The previous owner of the most worn-out example used the verse to make his
own protest poster in pencil and marker: "We're fighting the 2 Billion Dollar Giant."

No examples separately catalogued in OCLC as of October, 2024.
Price: $500

Doesn't really have any research or literary merit, we're just here for the vibes

17. Diane and Brenda

Thumbing! Our Adventures as Hitchhikers

New York: Pinnacle Books, [1974]. First Edition. 12mo (17.5cm.); publisher's pictorial card
wrappers, all edges stained yellow; 184,[8](ads)pp. Light wear to margins, crease to spine, textblock
a bit toned, else a Very Good, sound copy.

Raunchy account of young Diane and Brenda as they hitchhike their way from California to New
York, paying "any price for excitement." Though Pinnacle Books published widely and diversely -
science fiction, celebrity memoirs, etc. - the advertisements in rear all relate to sex and self-help. 

Quite scarce and shockingly unlocated in OCLC as of September, 2024. 
Price: $75

A modern take on the art of fan flirtation

18.  [LGBTQIA+]

[Tanning Mirror] Gay Watch: Watching Out for One Another / Play It Safe

N.p.: n.d., ca. 1990s. Small pictorial tanning mirror (ca. 12.5x28.5cm.). Mirror portion of fan a bit
soiled, else a Very Good to Near Fine example.

Nineties-era tanning mirror-cum-fan [not sorry] issued to promote safe sex in the queer community.
The pictorial portion of the mirror includes five examples of fan flirtation language to communicate
whether one is available, taken, passive, active, or just sunning themselves. Though we find no other
examples in the trade or in OCLC as of October, 2024, we presume this dates from the early to mid-
1990s, concurrent with the hit TV show "Baywatch." 

Price: $50

TERMS: We accept all major credit cards, PayPal, and checks. Reply to info@capitolhillbooks-
dc.com for further questions or inquiries, or call Aaron [Leis] at 940-300-2241. All items offered are
subject to prior sale. Returns will be accepted for any reason within 10 days of receipt.

Reciprocal courtesies to the trade. Institutions may be billed according to their needs.

Send an email to the above address if you would like to be included on our email list for future e-
lists and catalogs.
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