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Dear friends and colleagues,

Once again we will be exhibiting at the concurrent Boston International Antiquarian Book Fair and
the Books in Boston shadow show this coming weekend, November 7-9. Find below a sample of
forty items which will be on display at one or the other. Swing by Booth 410 at the Hynes
Convention Center or the Hilton Back Bay and say Hello! 
 

Best,
The gang at Capitol Hill Books, ABAA/ILAB

 
P.S. Check out our latest catalog and e-lists below:

Annual Catalog 2025 Now online!
E-List 63: October Miscellany
E-List 62: DIY
 

1. Virginia Woolf

A Room of One's Own

New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1929. First American Trade Edition. Octavo; 199pp.
Slate dust jacket printed in black and blue. Dark blue cloth boards with spine lettered in gilt; yellow
topstain. Price-clipped dust jacket lightly toned and scuffed; chipping along edges and splits to folds.
Boards show mild shelfwear; corners slightly bumped; gilt along spine rubbed. Binding sound and
pages unmarked; a Very Good copy; rare in jacket. 

Kirkpatrick A12.c
 

Price: $3,000

2. Joseph Mitchell

McSorley's Wonderful Saloon [Inscribed and Signed to Richard Merkin]

New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1943. First Edition with "I" to copyright page. Octavo;
publisher's boards in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($2.50); 253pp. A few chips and
tears to edges of jacket, slightly heavier wear and adjacent creasing to crown; rubbing to rear panel.
Boards show mild shelfwear; spine ends nudged. Binding sound and pages unmarked; Very Good.

Signed by Joseph Mitchell with inscription to professional dandy and New Yorker illustrator
Richard Merkin with inscription, "To my colleague Richard Merkin whose work I greatly admire.
Joseph Mitchell New York City April 7, 1996." Uncommon signed and here with a lovely
association between the two New Yorker stalwarts.

Price: $2,500

3. Taylor Mead

Excerpts from the Anonymous Diary of a New York Youth [WITH] Second: Excerpts from the
Anonymous Diary of a New York Youth [WITH] Autograph Letter Signed

New York and Venice, CA: Taylor Mead, 1961-2. First Editions. Two volumes; octavos; publisher's
photo-illustrated staple bound wrappers; [4],42; [6],98pp. printed mimeograph from typescript.
Light wear to wrapper margins, else a Very Good and sound set. 

Offered with an autograph letter signed by Mead and addressed to a John Wittwer of Seattle
in the original postally used envelope (postmark July 1963). "Dear J.W. / Here is your free
physique photo—books to follow in about a week. I'm having financial trouble assembling more
volumes 2 but don't worry. Enjoyed your letter / Taylor Mead." 

The two-volume poetry magnum opus by the Andy Warhol muse and Bowery legend Taylor Mead
(1924-2013). In a 2005 profile in The L Magazine, Dan Glass remarked, "No one is more quotable
than this hard-faced old man, who can kick your ass with wit or indifference and still put away his
share of whiskey." 

Price: $1,500

4. Andrew Tobias

The Only Investment Guide You'll Ever Need [Signed]

New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978. First Edition with full HBJ letter code on copyright
page. Octavo (21cm); publisher's boards in pictorial dust jacket by Seymour Chwast retaining
original price ($5.95); [14],163pp.; illus. and charts throughout. Moderate wear to jacket margins
including small closed tear at spine crown, front hinge very slightly starting, else Very Good and
sound. Signed by the author on front free endpaper.

Scarce first edition of this popular tongue-in-cheek guide to personal savings and investment. 
Price: $750

5. Ella V. Baines

Miss Ella V. Baines, the Woman Florist / Springfield, Ohio. 1912 Ever Blooming Solanum "Pride of
the Garden"

Dayton, OH: Kling Litho. Co., 1912. First Edition. Octavo (23.5cm); chromolithographed
staplebound wrappers; 40pp.; halftone photographic illus. throughout. Wrappers a bit wrinkled,
bottom two inches of spine fold starting to split, else Very Good and sound.

Annual catalog from the indefatigable florist Ella V. Baines, who issued these lavishly illustrated
nursery catalogs from 1900 to 1930. Before venturing into business Baines edited the monthly
periodical How to Grow Flowers, with a specialty in roses. The small slug at the bottom of the upper
cover boasts of "Springfield Ohio the Floral Center of the World. 20 million plants sold each year
seven million of which are roses."
 

Price: $125

6. Allen Ginsberg

Allen Ginsberg Reads His Poetry. Includes his best-known poem "Howl" with which the tape ends.
 Recorded October 25, 1956 [Reel-To-Reel Tape]

Berkeley, CA: Pacific Tape Library, 1956 [but after 1963]. Original reel-to-reel tape in grey paper-
covered lidded box with content information mounted to bottom portion of box, accomplished in
typescript. Box a bit toned and rubbed, ownership signature of a Brad Wood to lid, else Very Good.
We have not played the recording, though the reel appears to be in clean, playable condition. Date of
this copy of the recording based on the address on the label which includes a zip code placing the
date sometime after 1963.  

Evidently a slightly later copy of this recording of a reading Ginsberg delivered at the KPFA Pacifica
Studio Recording during which he read two poems followed by an introduction to Howl, as well as
Howl I, II, and III. According to the label the recording lasts twenty-five minutes. U. Penn's
collection of Ginsberg recordings only lists one earlier known recorded reading of Howl,
delivered at Reed College.

OCLC locates one copy of this recording format as of October, 2025, at Berkeley (U. Penn's is an
MP3).

Price: $1,250

7. Fred W. McDarrah

Original Silver Gelatin Photograph of Peter Orlovsky and Allen Ginsberg in Greenwich Village

New York: Fred W. McDarrah, 1959. Original silver gelatin photograph (24x19.5cm) depicting Beat
poets Peter Orlovsky, Allen Ginsberg, and two others (unidentified) standing on the sidewalk in
Greenwich Village. General wrinkling, smallish triangular loss at top right-hand corner, closed tear
at top edge, old pen and orange pencil annotation to image (presumably in McDarrah's hand); Good
only. 

Rubberstamp on verso dated Mar 8, 1959, together with McDarrah's copyright sticker dated 1984.
This photograph would have been taken as part of a series that McDarrah shot to illustrate Elias
Wilentz's 1960 anthology The Beat Scene. While this photograph was not used in the collection,
the photograph of Tuli Kupferberg which adorns p. [66] was taken on the same stretch of the same
block.  

Price: $750

8. Carson McCullers

The Ballad of the Sad Cafe: The Novels and Stories of Carson McCullers [Inscribed and Signed to
John L. and Simone Brown]

Boston / Cambridge, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company / Riverside Press, 1951. First Collected
Edition in supplied book club dust jacket. Thick octavo; publisher's cloth in black pictorial dust
jacket; [6],791pp. Dust jacket chipped and worn with smallish loss at spine crown, boards dust-
soiled and corners bumped, fairly ubiquitous contemporary underlining and marginalia throughout
textblock, with extensive notes pertaining to the text on rear endpapers—most likely in John or
Simone Brown's hand. A Good copy only, though warmly inscribed and signed on front free
endpaper, "For John and Simone [?] / with all love / Carson." 

Inscribed and signed to John Lackey and Simone Brown, two of Carson and Reeves
McCullers' most intimate friends in the early 1950s. In 1953 John L. Brown had had a long
career with the Department of State based in Paris where Carson and Reeves had also been living.
When the McCullers separated and Carson returned to Nyack, New York, it was the Browns who
organized to have her belongings shipped back to the United States while also grappling with the
McCarthy-era Department of State purges that left Brown jobless in 1953. When the Browns also
returned to the States it was Carson to whom they turned for lodging, requesting that they rent out
the top floor of her Nyack home. 

Following Reeves' suicide in November, 1953, it was the Browns who also helped Carson with the
cremation and establishing the cause of death. This volume coincides with the years in which the
Browns and McCullers were most intimate.

The Browns were intensely interested in McCuller's writing career and their marginalia will be of
special interest. Perhaps most significantly and touchingly, one of the Browns has twice written
"Carson" in the margin of p. 160 (The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter), besides the descriptions of Mick:
"a girl of twelve, stood looking in the doorway. She was dressed in khaki shorts, a blue shirt, and
tennis shoes—so that at first glance she was like a very young boy..." "She kept pushing back her
damp, whitish hair with the palm of her hand." 

Reference: Biographical information gathered from the 1953 letters of John L. and Simone Brown to
Carson McCullers at Columbia State University.

Shapiro A.5.1.a
Price: $5,000

9. Hans J. Morgenthau

Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace

New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1948. First Edition, stated. Large octavo; publisher's cloth, dark
topstain, in dust jacket retaining original price ($5.50); 489pp. + index. Dust jacket chipped and
creased; general scuffing; spine toned; patch of discoloration at base of spine. Boards show mild
wear along edges; brief spotting to cloth sizing; spine rubbed. Binding sound; ownership inscription
to preliminaries; mild toning, else unmarked. Overall a Very Good copy of one of the most
influential works of international relations of the 20th century. Scarce.

Price: $750

10. Charles McCarry

The Miernik Dossier [Signed]

New York: Saturday Review Press, 1973. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's cloth-backed boards,
bright red topstain, in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price ($7.95), also retaining original
promotional wrap-around band; [6],278pp. Jacket and wrap-around spine panels a bit sunned, else a
Near Fine example. Signed by the author on title page.

The former CIA operative's first espionage novel, setting loose on Europe and Africa secret agent
Paul Christopher while offering the reader a portrait of Cold War spy tradecraft through the use of
reports, overheard conversations, and miscellaneous gathered documents. Six more novels followed.
This copy enhanced with the promotional wrap-around band featuring Eric Ambler's blurb, "This is
the most intelligent and enthralling piece of work I have read for a very long time."

Price: $500

11. [Cuba] [Chinese Labor]  

Emigracion China para La Isla de Cuba: Estado nominativo de los culis embarcados a bordo de
"Encarnacion" Capitan Raphal de la Vara [List of 283 Chinese indentured laborers bound for
Havana]

Macau: 1864. [4]pp. on two leaves (35x20.5cm) of partially printed forms, perhaps once conjugate,
completed in manuscript with names and ages of 283 Chinese laborers bound for Havana,
indentured for work in the Cuban sugar trade. Signed and stamped by the Spanish Consul General of
Macau. Leaves lightly worn with minor nicks to edges; age-toned; folded near bottom with adjacent
splitting and tape mending; about Very Good.

Chinese indentured servitude became a widespread practice in the British West Indies following the
abolition of slavery, with an estimated 125,000 to 140,000 indentures between 1847 and 1874. The
servitude differed little from slavery and was formally abolished by the Treaty of Peking in 1877. A
cold record of a cruel practice which cultural anthropologist Martin A. Tsang claims may have led to
some "inter-diasporic cross-fertilization," which he sees in Chinese influences in Afro-Cuban orisha
practices. 

References: 

Duvon C. Corbitt, "Chinese Immigrants in Cuba." Far Eastern Survey, Vol. 13, No. 14 (Jul. 12,
1944), pp. 130-132

Martin A. Tsang, "The Power of Containing and the Containing of Power: Creating, Collecting, and
Documenting an Afro-Cuban Lukumi Beaded Vessel." Journal of Museum Ethnography, No. 30
(2017), pp. 125-147

Price: $1,250

12. Charianne Kircher

[Prospectus] "Siberia" Frankenstein by UNESCO

Los Angeles, CA: Charianne Kircher, [ca. 1960]. Pictorial mimeographed flyer (28x21.5cm).
Uniformly toned and foxed, else Very Good. Date of publication based on Kircher's address listed as
Los Angeles, 26, placing this sometime before 1963 .

An unusual prospectus for what appears to be an unrecorded pamphlet titled Siberia U.S.A.,
decrying the WHO, UNESCO, and the World Federation for Mental Health and their revised
procedures for commitment ("No Jury, No Appeal, No Warning"). The design of the illustration,
more reminiscent of a vampire than Frankenstein, is composed almost entirely using typographic
elements. 

We find no copies of either this flyer or Siberia U.S.A. separately catalogued in OCLC as of
October, 2025.

Price: $350

13. Mose Skinner [pseud. James E. Brown]

Mose Skinner's Grand World's Jubilee and Humstrum Convulsion

Boston: Published by the New England News Company / Printed by Warren Richardson, 1872. First
Edition. Octavo; publisher's yellow pictorial wrappers; 24pp. Edgewear, staining, and spotting to
wraps; binding sound; interior unmarked; Very Good. 

Scarce follow-up to Brown's 1869 bit of post-bellum humor Our Great Peace Festival and
Pow-Wow. This Humstrum Convulsion promises to be bigger and better, "a regular screamer, an
apoplectic, swelled-up sort of thing," featuring hurdy-gurdies, musical clams, fiddles, and the like.
Full of word-play and a never-ending stream of jokes from the  cheap to the satirical and absurd. No
copies in retail at time of this writing. 

Price: $350

14. Ian Fleming

Dr. No

London: Jonathan Cape, 1958. First Edition, First State with silhouette absent from front board.
Octavo (19cm); publisher's cloth in pictorial dust jacket retaining original price (13s. 6d.); 256pp.
Dust jacket rubbed at spine ends and corners. Front panel shows discoloration at letter “D” in title;
rear panel significantly toned. Jacket verso shows toning along edges and tape repair at spine head.
Boards slightly bumped; spine cocked. Binding sound. Textblock, endsheets, and interior pages
clean. A Very Good copy of Fleming’s sixth Bond book and the basis for the first James Bond film,
released in 1962. 

Gilbert A6(a) 
Price: $2000

15. Charles Reznikoff; Kenneth Burke [intro.]

Testimony [Hugh Seidman's Copy]

New York: Objectivist Press, 1934. First Edition. Slim octavo (19.5cm); publisher's cloth in grey
dust jacket printed in light blue retaining original price ($1); xvi,71pp. Moderate chips and small
tears to jacket margins including small loss at spine foot, spine panel toned, corners bumped; overall
Very Good, internally clean and sound. 

An early collection of prose narratives (not to be confused with Reznikoff's magnum opus, the two
volume Testimony published in the 1960s). This small work was dedicated to Louis Zukofsky, who
had recently edited a 1931 issue of Poetry magazine devoted entirely to Reznikoff and the
Objectivist movement. This copy with the ownership rubber-stamp of the late poet Hugh
Seidman (1940-2023), one of Zukofsky's most accomplished students.

Price: $1,250

16. Sharon Olds

Satan Says [Inscribed and Signed to Hugh Seidman]

Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1980. First Edition, Wrapper Issue. Octavo;
publisher's card wrappers; [10],72pp. Light wear to wrapper margins, spine a bit sunned, else Very
Good and sound.

The author's first book, inscribed and signed to the late poet Hugh Seidman, "For Hugh / Lo
these many years with love of your work & love of you / Sharon / May 1980." A beautiful
association copy of the  Pulitzer Prize-winning author's first book.

Price: $350

17. Harper Lee

To Kill a Mockingbird

Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company, 1960. First Edition Stated in First State Dust Jacket.
Octavo; publisher's cloth-backed boards in pictorial price-clipped dust jacket with four-line review
by Truman Capote on front flap, Jonathan Daniels review on rear flap, and Harper Lee author
photograph taken by Capote on rear panel; 296pp. Dust jacket lightly worn and creased along edges
and joints; a couple minor stains. Mild shelfwear and slight lean to boards; binding sound; bookplate
of collector Charles John Muto to front pastedown, interior else unmarked. A quite well preserved
Very Good or better copy of Lee's first book, winner of the 1961 Pulitzer Price for Fiction,
basis for the 1962 film starring Gregory Peck, and a high spot of 20th century American
fiction. 

Price: $17,500

18. Carol Hales

Wind Woman

New York: Woodford Press, 1953. First Edition. Octavo (21cm); publisher's boards in blue pictorial
dust jacket retaining original price ($3.00); 288pp. Light shelf wear, faint dust-soil to rear jacket
panel, corners bumped, else Very Good and sound.

The author's rather shlocky and controversial novel centering around the plight of a New
Orleans lesbian named Laurel Dean, who is tormented by her sexuality and her search for the
ideal "wind woman." The novel, inspired by the work of Sigmund Freud, follows Laurel closely
through her journey seeking psychiatric help, only to find herself seduced by her female psychiatrist.
The pulp novelist Valerie Taylor dismissed it as "sticky, drippy" in her speech to the First Annual
Lesbian Writers Conference in 1974.

Price: $225

19. Frank O'Hara

Lunch Poems

San Francisco: City Lights Books, 1964. First Edition, first printing with no additional printings
listed and $1.25 price to rear cover. 12mo; publisher's red and blue decorative card wrappers;
74pp. Mild rubbing to edges of wraps; bottom front corner bumped; faint toning to spine; bit of
curling towards fore-edge; binding sound; crease to pages 25 & 26, else unmarked. A handsome
Very Good plus copy of the New York School poet's best known work.   Published as Number
Nineteen in the Pocket Poets Series of books by City Lights.

Price: $600

20. Frank O'Hara; Donald Allen [ed.]

The Collected Poems of Frank O'Hara [Advance Proofs - Uncorrected]

New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971. Advance Uncorrected Proofs in unbound parts. Large octavo;
publisher's wrappers with publication information scotch-taped to upper cover; 20 numbered
unbound gatherings; 586pp. Edgewear; staining and smudging. Occasional brief notes in pen; sticky
notes identifying a few entries, else no identifying marks; Good to Very Good. Early state of an
important New York School text.

Price: $750

21. [Zephyrus Image / Hermes Free Press] [Michael Myers]

Impeach Nixon Rebus

[San Francisco]: [Zephyrus Image / Hermes Free Press], [ca. 1974]. Original linocut flyer
(14.5x38.5cm) printed on white stock. Previous vertical fold, else Fine. 

Iconic "Impeach Nixon" rebus ("Im + [peach] N+[ick] + [sun]") issued by the activist/artist
collective Zephyrus Image run by Michael Myers and Holbrook Teter. The rebus also made a
popular bumpersticker. Activist Eileen Callahan described handing out the rebus all over the Senate
Office Building in Washington, DC, during the Nixon presidency: "I gave one to Hubert
Humphrey, and, to his credit, he stopped and read it. After a few seconds, his face registered
what could only be called 'extreme mirth" (Zephyrus Image, p. 54).

Reference: Alastair Johnson, Zephyrus Image (2003), p. 54. 
Price: $150

22. Audre Lorde; Diane di Prima [intro.]

The First Cities [publisher's promotional sheet laid in]

New York: The Poets Press, Inc., 1968. First Edition. Octavo; publisher's pictorial staplebound
wrappers;[32]pp. Light spotting and fading to wraps, principally along spine; binding sound. $1.50
price written in marker at half title, creasing to a couple leaves (apparently a production flaw); Very
Good.

The author's first book, publisher's printed promotional prospectus laid in with manuscript
header, "A young West Indian poet you might find interesting." Scarce in commerce and
exceptionally rare with the flyer. 

Price: $1,800

23. Haruki Murakami; Alfred Birnbaum [trans.]

Pinball, 1973

Tokyo: Kodansha International, 1985. First Edition, stated. Mass market paperback (14.9cm);
illustrated dust jacket over patterned paper wraps retaining publisher's wrap-around band; 215pp.
Publisher's bookmark laid in and reading "Enjoy Reading English!" Jacket lightly rubbed along
edges with slightly heavier wear to spine ends; band rubbed with some minor scuffing. Wraps
tugged at top of spine; crease to top rear corner; binding sound and pages toned but unmarked; Very
Good and sound.

First English-language edition of Murakami's second novel, and the second in his Trilogy of the
Rat. Nominated for the Akutagawa Prize and Noma Literary Newcomer's Prize.

Price: $750

24. Robert Creeley; Bobbie Creeley [collages]

The Finger [Limited Edition, Inscribed and Signed to R.B. Kitaj and Elsi Roessler by both Creeleys]

Los Angeles, CA: Black Sparrow Press, 1968. First Edition, Limited to 50 hand bound copies of
which this is no. 4. Large, slim octavo; publisher's grey linen over paper-covered boards, printed
paper spine label; [20]pp.; illustrated with original collage mounted to leaf (tissue guard) signed by
Bobbie Creeley along bottom margin, additional black and white illustrations throughout. Very light
wear to corners, spine label very slightly starting to separate, else Very Good or better. Signed by
Robert Creeley on colophon in rear.

Significant association copy of this deluxe volume, inscribed and signed by both Creeleys to the
artist R.B. Kitaj and his wife Elsi Roessler on front free endpaper: "For Ron and Elsi - a little bit
of a lot - with all love, Bob" and "Dear Ron & Elsie [sic] - With love - Bobbie." With Kitaj's
ownership signature at top right-hand corner of the same page. Kitaj and Robert Creeley
collaborated numerous times, most famously on A Day Book: Art, Poetry and Collaboration. 

Price: $750

25. Imamu Amiri Baraka [a.k.a. LeRoi Jones]

Kawaida Studies: The New Nationalism [Inscribed and Signed]

Chicago: IL: Third World Press, 1972. First Edition, First Printing. Octavo; publisher's yellow
pictorial staple bound card wrappers; 55pp. Light dust-soil, wrapper margins rather toned, else Very
Good and sound. Inscribed and signed by Baraka on title page dated 1990.

Collection of essays on the teachings of Maulana Karenga, the African-American activist who
introduced the seven principles of the Black Value System: Kujichagulia (self-determination), Ujima
(collective work), Ujamaa (cooperative economics, Nia (purpose), Kuumba (creativity), and Imani
(faith). Signed copies quite scarce.

Price: $200

26. Philip Lamantia; Kenneth Rexroth [intro.]

Erotic Poems

Berkeley, CA: Bern Porter, 1946. First Edition. Slim octavo (23.5cm); publisher's patterned paper-
covered boards, upper cover and spine lettered in brick red; [10],42pp. Just a hint of toning and wear
to board margins, small soil spot to upper cover, else a Very Good to Near Fine, unopened example.

The author's first book, published by Bern Porter who had recently finished his work with the
Manhattan Project and was starting to publish books by and about California poets and artists. A
beautiful example of this fragile and uncommon work.

Price: $600

27. Elizabeth K. Metcalf

[Original Photo Album] U.S.A. & Honolulu

Hawaii, California, et al: [ca. 1895]. Oblong quarto (21cm); black cloth crudely rebacked with linen,
sheep corners, upper cover lettered in gilt ("Photographs") with added manuscript paper label,
"Elizabeth K. Metcalf / U.S.A. & Honolulu"; [25] stiff card leaves to which are mounted a hundred
and thirty-three (133) photographs, nearly all silver gelatin, though the final three images are
cyanotypes. Boards rubbed and leather corners dried and partly perished; photographs often blurry
and sometimes poorly fixed, though the collection still remains an excellent record of Gilded Age
American travel westward and beyond. Date of voyage based on a small notice in the Honolulu Star
Adviser announcing the family's arrival on April, 9, 1895.

Photographic record of an extensive voyage made by Elizabeth K. Metcalf with her family,
including her father William Metcalf (1838-1909), the Pittsburgh steel baron who made his fortune
selling armaments to the Union during the Civil War. The volume opens with a two-page manuscript
key to the first 112 photographs, featuring lengthy stops in Florida, California, Hawaii, and
Yosemite and Yellowstone National Parks. The majority of the photographs were taken out of
doors, though one unusual shot shows the three women of the family party sitting in their private
train car from Florida to Chicago, reading the Chicago Tribune. 

Photos capture stops along the way at an ostrich farm in Coronado, California; shark fishing and
views of Chinese emigrant fishermen; the Old Mission in Santa Barbara; and the San Miguel
Mission, Pasadena. The family then voyaged to the Republic of Hawaii, where they stayed at the
Royal Hawaiian Hotel, going for swims, and visiting the "mausoleum where all the Hawaiian kings
are buried." Other shots capture Nu'uanu Pali; the city of Hilo; coral and lava beds; and street scenes
of "natives selling leis" and making fans and bells.

The family then moved on to Yosemite, with photographs taken of Mirror Lake, Cascade Falls,
Bridal Vail Falls, and Cathedral Spires. There also include photos of Redwood Forest before the
family moved on to Yellowstone Park where they visited Minerva Terrace, Grotto Geyser, and
picnicked beside Old Faithful. A wonderful collection of an extensive journey, all the more
impressive for having been undertaken while wearing heavy ankle-length mutton sleeved-
dresses. 

Price: $1,500

28. Don Torquato Torio de la Riva y Herrero; Maria Ibarra [publisher]

Arte de Escribir por Reglas y con Muestras Segun la Doctrina de los Mejores Autores Antiguos y
Modernos, Extrangeros y Nacionales: Acompañado de unos Principios de Aritmética, Gramática y
Ortografía Castellana

Madrid: En la Imprenta de la Viuda de Don Joaquin Ibarra [Maria Ibarra], 1798. First Edition.
Quarto; full contemporary calf, elaborately gilt-tooled spine with red gilt onlay, all edges stained red,
marbled endpapers; xxvii; 418; [2]pp.; engraved added title page, 58 engraved plates by Asencio and
Castro after Torio (collated and complete); trimmed with text unaffected. Moderate wear and
scuffing to boards; corners bumped; binding sound; a few nicks along top edge of front free
endpaper; occasional staining, Very Good. 

Printed by Maria Ibarra, widow of the famed printer Joaquin Ibarra, this striking production
covers in detail all aspects of the art of writing including invention, theory, practice, and
teaching. The accompanying plates bring to life the author's passion for calligraphy and showcase
the breadth of his knowledge and exactitude of his pedagogy, giving the precise angles and
proportions for individual letters depending on the script. By Royal Order Arte de Escribir became a
standard textbook in Spanish primary schools in 1801, perpetuating the book's influence for a
generation. A superb record of writing, education, and woman's work from the same publishing
house that produced the Ibarra Quixote eighteen years prior.

Price: $1,250

29. Comte de Bragelongne

Memoire Pour le Comte de Bragelongne contre le Sieur de Pelletot [BOUND WITH] Memoir Pour
la Dame de Planstrom de Pelletot, Accusée. Contre le Sieur Potier de Pelletot, Accusateur [BOUND
WITH] Autograph Letter Signed by the Comtesse de Bragelongne to the Duke and Duchess of
Choiseul

Quarto (24cm); early 20th-century parchment over marbled paper-covered boards, manuscript spine
titling, top edge stained red, marbled endpapers. Parchment a bit spotted, light shelf wear, top edge
of rear cover darkened bleeding into spine crown, fore-edge of the autograph letter a bit worn with
brief loss of a few letters, else Very Good and sound, with occasional contemporary marginalia in
the Comtesse de Bragelongne's hand. Contents as follows:

1. Mémoire pour le Comte de Bragelongne. Contre le Sieur de Pelletot. [Paris]: De l'Imprimerie de
d'Houry seul-Imp-Lib. de Mgr. le Duc d'Orléans, rue de la Vieille Bouclerie au Saint Esprit & au
Soleil d'Or, 1762. 76pp. (collated complete).

2. Memoir Pour la Dame de Planstrôm de Pelletot, Accusée. Contre le Sieur Potier de Pelletot,
Accusateur. [Paris]: De l'Imprimerie de L. Cellot, rue Dauphine, 1762. 76pp. (collated complete).

Bound collection of two legal factum regarding the sordid accusation of adultery against the Comte
de Bragelongne and Madame de Planstrôm de Pelletot made by her husband. The case threatened to
bankrupt Bragelongne and his family. 

Bound at the head of this volume is a three-page autograph letter signed by the Comtesse de
Bragelongne addressed simply to the Duchesse de Choiseul, requesting her aide in handing over
these two documents as well as the letter to her husband the Duke de Choiseul. The Duke, a French
Royal Army officer, was between stints serving as the Foreign Minister of France and was also in
the middle of unsuccessfully colonizing French Guiana. In her letter the Comtesse implores the
Duke and Duchess to send her family to the Guyanese city of Cayenne as part of this enterprise. 

Rare in commerce and institutionally: we find just one copy of the first title in OCLC as of October,
2025, at the BNF. The second title is evidently unrecorded with no copies in OCLC, KVK, or
Library Hub. 

Price: $500

30. Thomas Smith Webb; Rob Morris [ed.]

The Miniature Monitor: Containing All the Monitorial Instructions in Blue Lodge Masonry, of
Thomas Smith Webb

Chicago: John C.W. Bailey, 1864. Seventh Edition. 12mo; publisher's brown embossed cloth, upper
cover stamped in gilt; 176pp. Light rubbing and bumping to cloth margins; binding sound; light
spotting to  terminals, else unmarked; Very Good or better.

An ante-fire collection of Masonic instructions by Thomas Smith Webb, the author of
Freemason's Monitor. This and the 1863 Chicago edition published by Jones scarce in retail.

Chicago Ante-Fire Imprints 865
Price: $250

31. [Midget Card Shop]

MCS Inc. Social Necessities [Calling Card Trade Catalog]

New Cumberland, PA: Midget Card Shop, n.d. [ca. 1920s]. Small octavo (15.5cm); publisher's
brown staplebound embossed card wrappers; [10]ll. stiff brown stock interleaved with tissue guards;
thirty-one (31) mounted card samples. Light wear and very brief soil to upper cover, else a Very
Good to Near Fine example.

Rare little trade catalog of business and playing cards from the expanding Pennsylvania-based
card company. Sample cards show different styles of "engravotyped" business cards, fraternal
organization membership cards, and "comic cards" whose samples include a business card with a
skull and crossbones and a devil card ("I am James W. Black / who the [devil] are you?" The catalog
concludes with samples of the company's specialty, "midget" name and playing cards and brownie
name cards.

Not separately catalogued in OCLC as of October, 2025.
Price: $350

32. Sir Thomas Moore [More]

The Historie of the Pitifull Life, and Unfortunate Death of Edward the Fifth, and the Then Duke of
Yorke His Brother: With the Troublesome and Tyrannical Government of Usurping Richard the
Third, and His Miserable End [WITH] the Tragicall Historie of the Life and Reigne of Richard the
Third

London: Thomas Payne, 1641. 12mo (14 cm); two volumes bound together, collated complete with
woodcut frontispiece at head of each volume; bound in 19th century dark brown leather with gilt
stamping and decoration, all edges gilt, dark red endsheets. Boards gently rubbed at margins and
joints with bumps to corners and spine ends. Previous owner's armorial bookplate to first pastedown
and brief pencil to verso of first free endsheet and recto of rear. A few paper repairs throughout,
mostly in second volume. Light toning and foxing, as expected, but clean overall. A Very Good or
better example. 

In 1483, twelve-year old Edward V, who had succeeded the throne after his father's death but was
never crowned, and his nine-year old brother Richard, were taken to the Tower of London at the
behest of their uncle, King Richard III, who had usurped the throne before Edward's coronation
could take place. The boys officially disappeared after they were sent to the tower and it is assumed
they were murdered, though mystery still surrounds their actual fate. More claims in this history,
which is bound together with a biography of the usurper himself, that Richard III had the boys
executed by Sir James Tyrell. More's unfinished History of King Richard III, published after his
death, influenced Shakespeare's own Richard III, though both took liberties with the true
historical account. This copy itself has some good heft, weighty regardless of its palm-able size. 

ESTC R5586
Price: $2,000

33. Sir Thomas Moore [More]; [Ralph Robinson] [trans.]

The Common-Wealth of Utopia: Containing a Learned and Pleasant Discourse of the Best State of a
Publike-Weale, as It Is Found in the Government of the Ile Called Utopia

London: Printed by B. Alsop & T. Fawcet, and are to be sold by Wil: Sheares, at his shop in
Bedford-street in Coven-garden neere the New Exchange, 1639. Fifth English-language Edition.
12mo; contemporary blind-ruled calf; [6], 287; 278-305pp., collated and complete with the common
errors in pagination; added engraved title page. Boards worn and chipped along edges with exposure
to extremities and shallow loss to spine ends; spine worn and leather brittle. Surface splitting along
top third of front joint and front board starting but binding holding; toning to preliminaries; a few
smudges. Good to Very Good.

More's hugely influential social and political satire. The author's ongoing influence was described in
Printing and the Mind of Man thus, "He is a saint to the Catholic, and a predecessor of Marx to
the Communist. His manifesto is and will be required reading for both, and for all shades of
opinion in between." 

ESTC S112890; Printing and the Mind of Man 47 (1516 Edition). 
Price: $2,500

34. Anonymous

Original Cloth Scrapbook

[United States?]: [ca. 1910]. Original hand-made scrapbook (28x32cm); side-stitched cloth-book,
illustration mounted to upper cover; [24]pp. filled to completion with a hundred and twenty-four
(124) magazine cutouts. Cloth a bit creased along margins with light soil throughout, otherwise a
Very Good example, scrapbook elements clean and sound. 

Very sweet and rather unusual child's scrapbook painstakingly assembled. The images, mostly
printed halftone with just a few in color, were evidently gathered from a variety of magazines and
feature wholesome domestic scenes, loving parents, children at play, puppies and kittens, farm
animals, and Santa Claus. Date of production based on the presence of several elements—an
illustration of a snappy black Model T and lots of Campbell's Kids, a popular ad campaign
introduced by Campbell's Soup in 1904 featuring cherubic, almost Kewpie-like children
drawn by Grace Drayton. Another popular ad campaign present here: His Master's Voice. 

Price: $250

35. Newson & Company

Playtime (The Primer) Newson Readers: Picture Cards for Chart Building

New York: Newson & Company, n.d. [but ca. 1915]. Complete set of sixteen (16) picture cards
(22.5x30.5cm) printed two-tone in black and orange, housed in original printed envelope. Envelope
lightly worn, cards show some scattered finger soil, else a Very Good to Near Fine set.

Complete set of teacher's picture cards to accompany the Newson reader Playtime, the illustrations
(a cake, a balloon, a drum, an automobile, etc) all appearing in the book's first 38 pages. Instructions
to the teacher are usefully printed on the envelope, "Teachers will find these pictures especially
helpful in developing the first groups of stories on the chart or on the blackboard before books
are put into the hands of the children. Later on, the pictures may be used by the children for
chart work, matching pictures with sentences and words, either under direction or in free
time." 

A fascinating relic of this baffling educational practice of "chart building" a story. Not in OCLC as
of October, 2025. 

Price: $450

36. Erasmus; John Clarke [ed.]

Erasmi Colloquia Selecta; or, The select colloquies of Erasmus. With an English translation, as
literal as possible. Designed for the use of beginners in the Latin tongue

Glocester: Printed by R. Raikes; and sold by J.F. and C. Rivington, St. Paul's Church-Yard, and J.
Evans, Pater-Noster-Row, London, 1789. Twenty-Second Edition. 12mo (16.5cm); bound in later
(1826) twine-stitched manuscript waste (see below); v,[1],222,[2]pp. (collated complete). Binding
and a few leaves a bit soiled and chipped along margins without loss of text, contemporary
ownership signature of a Thos. Ralph to final blank verso, else Very Good and sound. Publisher's
advertisements printed on p. [vi].

A popular bilingual school edition of Erasmus with the Latin and English text side by side in two
columns per page. The ESTC notes that this is not a re-issue of Raikes's 21st edition. This copy
wonderfully bound in John Pepperday's manuscript waste paper from his schoolboy copybook. The
upper cover repeats the manuscript phrase "Youth is the proper season for acquiring education"
(signed John Pepperday at the bottom of the leaf now serving as the rear cover's fore-edge). The
inside wrappers repeat the manuscript phrase "Avoid Punishment" over and over again,
concluding with the date Tuesday Febry. 21st, 1826.

ESTC 137874
Price: $650

37. Charles Bukowski

The Curtains Are Waving and People Walk Through The Afternoon Here and In Berlin and In New
York City and In Mexico [Limited Edition, Signed by Bukowski, with additional inscription to John
Thomas Idlet]

Los Angeles, CA: Black Sparrow Press, 1967. First Edition, Limited to 125 signed copies  of which
this is no. 51. Square quarto; printed stitched wraps; [8]pp. Light wear along bottom edges with
adjacent spotting and discoloration, bleeding ever so slightly to bottom edge of text. Binding sound
and pages else unmarked; Very Good. Signed by Bukowski on limitation page and additionally
inscribed and signed on front free endpaper to his friend John Thomas Idlet with inscription,
"For John Thomas and his Rosie and his reels of tape and his criticism and his critical roomer
down there; and, so, at least the sun is not critical and the doornobs [sic] and the beercans and
the shoelaces. It seems everybody's got a giant bitch going, John. At least most of yours are
logical. hail, hail, Buk Nov 5, 1967."

Inscribed to John Thomas Idlet, whom Bukowski called "the best unread poet in America." The pair
were close at the time of this writing, and Bukowski's biographer Neeli Cherkovski said of Idlet that
he "was one of the few persons who could intimidate Bukowski even before Bukowski came into the
room." A remarkable association. 

Krumhansl 26. See also Elaine Woo's obituary "John Thomas, 71; Member of Venice Beats." Los
Angeles Times, April 7, 2002. 

Price: $3,000

38. E.V. Griffith [ed.]; Charles Bukowski, Eric Gill, Henry Miller et al [contrs.]

Coffin I [Limited Edition] [Signed by Bukowski]

Eureka, CA: Hearse Press, [1960-1964]. First Edition, Limited to 150 copies. Quarto (28.5cm);
publisher's woodgrain patterned card chemise, titling in brown, containing forty-two (42) broadsides
and bifolium on different colored stock (collated complete including a duplicate copy of Mason
Jordan Mason's broadside "In the Park"). Just a hint of shelf wear to chemise margins, brief foxing
to a couple broadsides, else a Fine set.

Contents include four early contributions by Charles Bukowski, including "His Wife, The
Painter," "The Old Man on the Corner," "The Paper on the Floor," and "Waste Basket," all
of which are signed. 

Krumhansl 14a-d
Price: $4,500

39. D.A. Levy; Michael Schaefer [cover illus.]

Tombstone As a Lonely Charm (Parts I, II, & III) [Limited Edition]

Cleveland, OH: Falling Down Press, 1968. A Stuck-in-Nowhere Reprint Limited to 100 copies.
Octavo (23cm); publisher's blue-black card wrappers, upper cover adorned with a skeleton print by
Michael Schaefer, rear cover with small collage of two yellow paper strips, "D.A. Levy" printed in
red; [12]ll. printed mimeograph from typescript on rectos only; final leaf adorned with an original
collage with rubber-stamp "Dead Fish Productions" along bottom edge. Collage glue a bit darkened,
else a Very Good to Near Fine example. 

Posthumous reissue of this three-part poem by the Cleveland underground poet D.A. Levy (1942-
1968), who died by suicide at the age of twenty-six. The penultimate leaf of this pamphlet bears the
faintly printed statement "This poem reprinted to make void bearable." 

OCLC locates five copies of this edition as of October, 2025, at SUNY Buffalo, Delaware, Kent
State, Utah State, and Wisconsin.

Price: $450

40. Johnson Smith & Company

Secrets of Black Art: The Devil's Legacy to Earth's Mortals, Or, The Science of Magic, Witchcraft,
Alchemy, Demonology, Omens, Mesmerism, Necromancy, etc. [wrapper title]

Detroit, MI: Published by Johnson Smith & Company, [ca. 1936]. Small octavo; publisher's pictorial
wrappers; unpaginated and final half of text comprised entirely of publisher's illustrated
advertisements Soiling and light edgewear to wraps; binding sound; pages toned with some marginal
soiling; about Very Good. Date provided by OCLC.

Uncommon Depression-era work on witchcraft, spirit mirrors, and all manner of black magic
with amusing cover art and extensive and varied advertisements for things like dancing skeletons,
whoopee cushions, and mushroom spawn. We locate a handful of holdings in institutions.

Price: $150
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